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Disclaimers

Copyright © 2012 by Billguthrie.co. All right reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage or retrieval system, without 
the written permission of the copyright owner.

Every precaution has been taken to ensure that the information presented herein is accurate. However,  
neither the author nor Billguthrie.co shall have any liability to any person or entity with respect to any loss 
or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by the information contained within this 
work. The information is presented on an “as is” basis; there is no warranty.

Income and Earning Disclaimer
You and you alone are responsible for any income you make or fail to make. The copyright owner makes 
no promises or guarantees of income whatsoever.

Affiliate Disclaimer
You should assume that any and all links within this guide are affiliate links. As such, the copyright owner 
may realize compensation should a purchase occur. The copyright owner holds no responsibility for 
products purchased. 
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How This Report Came To Be

This report started with a Skype conversation between Joe Finn and I. Paul 
Clifford has just released an Exact Match Domain (EMD) finder tool, and it 
prompted me to do some research on EMDs.

I had heard that EMDs were losing their hold in the SERPs. Less than a year ago, 
Aaron Wall of seobook.com wrote a lengthy blog post in which he cites Matt 
Cutts (Google's chief spammy site hunter) as saying that brand domain names—
not keyword-based domain names—were getting the boost or benefit in the 
SERPs.

But on the other hand, SEOmoz reported in their first blog post of 2012 that 
EMDs "seemed to be ranking better and appearing in greater number." 

So who was right? What was the truth about EMDs?

To see for ourselves, Joe and I made a list of various niche topics. We then ran 
over to Google's Keyword Tool, threw the root niche keyword in (for example, 
fertility) and then randomly grabbed a long tail phrase that had at least 3 words 
in the phrase. We also wanted at least 1,000 exact monthly search results 
(although we used a couple with less than that).

Armed with our list of long tail phrases, it became a matter of plugging the 
phrases into Google to see what came back.

What follows are those results and our analysis. Some of our findings completely 
took us by surprise! Others reinforced the years of SEO best practices Joe and I 
(and hopefully you) already apply on a regular basis.

Along the way, we’ll share our insights and opinions on the results, as well as a 
couple of tips that should serve you well going forward.

NOTE: This is not a “niche report.” The niches we used are completely random 
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(although we tried to target popular niches). Our use of these niches is not an 
endorsement, nor are we saying to go into or stay out of any particular niches.

It may be strange at first—especially if you focus on the actual niche rather than 
the data points—but we encourage you to really look at the results.
See if you can find additional patterns within all the chaos. Try to see how 
Google is making heads or tails of sites and their content pages.

We have focused on only a few core factors (or else this would be a 300-page 
report!). We’ve spent over 40 hours, and at some point, it was impossible to do a 
complete competitive analysis on each of the 750 websites that came back in the 
SERPs.

Compare the trends and averages you see to the strategies you currently employ. 
You will be looking at 750 pages that have succeeded in breaking the first page 
of Google, most for very popular monthly searches.

Above all else, be a thinker and experimenter. As an online marketer, you 
must be willing to process and analyze on your own. If you’re waiting for 
someone to tell you everything, you’re assured to be the last to know.

We hope this information finds you well and on your way to great prosperity. If 
this report helps you make smarter, better-informed decisions in your marketing 
efforts, then we have succeeded in our mission.

All best!

     Bill Guthrie    Joe Finn
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Reading the Results

Here's what we focused on within the Top 10 (first page of Google) results.

• Number of EMDs in the Top 10 for each long tail phrase
• Number of Top 10 results using the exact phrase allintitle
• Number of Top 10 results using the exact phrase allinurl
• The breakdown of the types of domains in the Top 10
• The status of the .com EMD
• Use use of the exact phrase and keywords in the text snippets
• Noted any “results hogs,” or those big sites that creep up everywhere
• Any additional commentary that jumped out at us (didn’t always happen)

Each page has two sections: On the left hand side is a screenshot of the Top 10 
results. On the right hand side is additional data points.

BLUE ARROWS = use of the exact phrase in the title (allintitle)
ORANGE ARROWS = use of the exact phrase in the url (allinurl)
RED CIRCLES = a EMD of the targeted long tail phrase
ORANGE CIRLCES = a damn close EMD (you’ll see what we mean)

After the keyword phrase, you’ll see the exact search results for that phrase.

Next, we give you the number of EMDs, allintitle results, and allinurl results for 
the phrase. The way you get your own allintitle or allinurl results is like this:

Notice, there’s no space between the colon and the opening quote. Use quotes 
for the exact phrase. Remove quotes for a broad match. Same thing applies for 
allinurl.

Here’s an excellent resource for all types of cool searches you can perform: 
http://www.googleguide.com/advanced_operators.html
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After all that, you’ll see information that looks like this:
Allintitle: 14,300 (956)
Allinurl: 10,500 (766)

The numbers in parenthesis are the actual number of results Google will show 
for any given search. The number will never exceed 1,000.

If this is unfamiliar to you, you’re probably thinking, “What do you mean? It says 
14,300 and now you’re telling me it’s only 956? Where did the other 13,344 
results go?”

Well, as is always the case with the search engines, they keep all their best 
secrets safe, so we can only use our brains and experience to determine what’s 
up.

• Due to their desire to deliver results as fast as they do, Google limits their 
results to 1,000 (the same applies with a keyword tool that taps into 
Google’s API).

• With a maximum of 1,000 results to show searchers, Google has very 
sophisticated duplication filters in place. They instantly weed out whatever 
they deem as duplicate content (this could be hundreds or thousands of 
versions of a press release, duplicate versions of a product description, or 
unedited PLR, just to name a few examples).

• They will also suppress—in many instances—multiple pages from a single 
site (although we found several times that was not the case).

So looking back at the figures above, another way to look at those results is like 
this:

Of 14,300 pages using //long tail phrase// in the page title, Google deemed 956 
pages worthy of consideration to its searchers. And of 10,500 pages using //long 
tail phrase// in the URL (either as the root domain or in some naming 
convention), Google deemed only 766 pages worthy of consideration to its 
searchers.

I don’t know about you, but I LOVE those odds! It’s depressing when you think 
you’re trying to compete with tens of thousands, or oftentimes, tens or hundreds 
of millions of pages for a Top 10 spot.

NOTE: If you’d like to get at these “true” numbers for any search, go into your 
Google search settings (the little cogged wheel in the top right corner of a 
Google search page), turn off “Google Instant predictions,” and increase the 
“Results per page” to 100. Hit save. Here’s a screen shot of what to do:
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Then once you’re back in Google, scroll to the very bottom of the page, and click 
on the page “10” link. 
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Then scroll down to the bottom of that page, and look for this:

In this example, 917 is the number of results that Google will show without 
additional prompting to show its omitted results.

 

Some things to Watch For
Brands vs. Keyword Domains
We couldn’t figure out how to accurately display the number of branded domain 
versus keyword domains, because it’s not an exact thing. Who’s to say that 
mybloodsugarlevels.com isn’t a worthy brand, even though it appears for the 
long tail phrase “blood sugar levels.”
 
Even a novice marketer (and most average searchers) can spot a keyword-
stuffed domain name. However, that’s not to say that those domains haven’t 
established a brand presence around their site.
 
So it’s tricky, and unscientific. (I bet Google is struggling with the same 
thoughts.) But what we’ll say is this: NOT having a keyword domain (or even 
better, and EMD) does not seem to hurt a site’s rankings.
 
More often than not, the Top 10 results are not EMDs or keyword domains. Keep 
your eye on this, and take note of the absence of the exact keyword in the root 
domains.
 
So, don’t despair if the EMD or keyword domain isn’t available. You can build a 
brand presence, starting with an interesting domain name, and focus on other 
types of SEO tactics.
 
Furthermore, the issue of “power of EMDs” was hard to discern for this reason:
 
Of the 75 long tails we analyzed, 53 of the .com versions of the exact match 
domain were parked and none of those 53 ranked in the Top 10 results. By 
“parked,” we mean that they hosted no real content at all and had little or no 
additional SEO efforts going into them. In short, these are likely owned by 
“domain squatters” waiting to get paid.
 
Of the 22 remaining .com EMDs, 6 were visible in the various Top 10 results, 15 
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were active but not in the Top 10 for their exact phrase, and 1 was a redirect to 
another site.
 
So what does that tell us?
 
It tells us that EMDs are currently alive and well, if handled properly. Throughout 
the 75 niches we covered, there were various modified EMDs thriving in the Top 
10, and, as we just stated, 6 pure EMDs. 
 
What of the other 15, the EMDs that weren’t showing in the Top 10? We didn’t 
go any deeper, but we’ll say this much: any phrase worth competing for (one 
with good monthly traffic, say, over 5,000 broad) will not be dominated just 
because you grabbed the EMD.
 

The Power of Plurals
Although we didn’t show the results, in most cases, we checked the opposing 
results for singular and plural versions of a long tail phrase. In other words, if we 
were analyzing a singular long tail, we checked the plural version as well to see if 
the results were different. These are noted in what we called a “Plural Alert.”
 
And what did we find?
 
The singular versus plural of every long tail we checked did show some version 
of different results. In some cases, the results weren’t extreme (just a minimal 
reordering of the same results), but in many cases, we found completely new 
pages in the Top 10, or a radical reordering of results (like going from the 1 spot 
to the 8 spot).
 
So as you target keywords, make sure to remember the power of plurals…
and singulars! (In fact, plurals have less competition!)
 

Niches Matter
Some niches, such as specific medical conditions, lend themselves to particular 
authority sites (.gov, .edu, real .orgs). And some long tails are completely 
dominated by on and offline retailers. We ran into both quite a few times.
 

Don’t Forget your Snippets
The text snippet is the explanatory text that Google shows just after the links. As 
you review, notice how these top performers use the targeted long tail phrase in 
their snippets.
 
This is especially significant when you consider that allintitle and allinurl is not 
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used by all of these pages. But the snippets…well, they all seem to show 
relevance to the phrase. (It’s easy to spot…just look for the bold-faced words. 
That’s Google showing us the keyword relevancy.)
 

Latent Semantic Indexing (LSI) and Google’s Thesaurus
The dummy definition of LSI is Google’s ability to detect synonyms. The words 
“presents” and “gifts” mean the same thing. But “presents” could also mean “to 
present.” Follow? So the Google bots look for additional clues within the text to 
see what “presents” means. When connected with words like “birthday” or 
“anniversary,” it’s clear what the semantics of the phrasing means.
 
As you target keywords, consider the possible (and logical) synonyms of the 
phrase. “Techniques” and “tips” are interchangeable, right? Google thinks so.
 
We found many instances where the semantic variation of keyword ranked just 
as high as the exact long tail itself.
 
 

Yeah, Yeah, But Isn’t it All About Links?
 
The short answer is “No.” Although we don’t show link analysis on 750 pages 
(you’ll forgive us for that, won’t you?), we saw time and again that the page with 
the most links did not always win.
 
Link building—the way Google wants it—is a natural, organic process of other 
sites and web users finding your content and considering it valuable and relevant 
enough to link to it.
 
These links, in Google’s eyes, are like a vote in your favor.
 
Google knows that sites use link spamming techniques, so they just train their 
robots to understand the relevancy of the links coming into our pages.
 
Relevant links—links from relevant and related sites—seem to give sites an extra 
boost in the SERPs. While Google is essentially phasing out its own PageRank 
system, it’s strengthening its ability to discern related content and natural link 
building.
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One Last Thing

If you’re still struggling with proper site mechanics 
and SEO, consider checking out Bill’s Niche TuneUp 
WSO. Don’t be alarmed that it’s a few months old. 
The information within will help you fix up existing 
sites or start brand new ones the right way.

Now onto the Long Tails!
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acupuncture for fertility

exact search results: 2900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 14,300 (956)
Allinurl: 10,500 (766)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.org: 1
hyphenated: 2

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
webmd

Additional Thoughts: Spots 
2, 3 and 4 are old news articles 
from authority sites. The top 
spot is a pregnancy 
professional association site 
(with a forum). “Infertility” is 
used quite a bit in the 
semantic.
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affiliate marketing tips

exact search results: 2900

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 577,000 (910)
Allinurl: 234,000 (904)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.biz: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 6
Snippet Keyword: 4

Results Hog
about

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the plural 
“tips” here, the single version 
showed 2 new results and a 
reordering of page results.

Additional Thoughts: The 2 
spot could also be considered 
a shorter tail EMD.
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bad credit payday loans

exact search results: 
9900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 240,000 (899)
Allinurl: 224,000 (829)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.net: 1
hyphenated:

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 5

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “loans” here, the single 
version showed 1 new result 
plus a News result crept into 
the 4th position. There was 
also reordering of overall 
results.

Additional Thoughts: 
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bathroom tile ideas

exact search results: 12100

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 19,300 (797)
Allinurl: 17,600 (750)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated:

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Result Hog:
about

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the plural 
“ideas” here, the single version 
showed an additional result 
from hgtv.com. What was 
bumped? The EMD!

Additional Thoughts: Notice 
how abathroomguide.com's 
page is outranking its own 
homepage for this term.
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best digital camera

exact search results: 
40500

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 440,000 (631)
Allinurl: 425,000 (758)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
hyphenated:

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 1
Snippet Keyword: 8

Results Hog
cnet

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
singular “camera” here, the 
plural version showed a new 
contender, digitalcamera-
hq.com (with 2 page results!) 
as well as 2 other sites. 
General reordering of 
remaining sites too.

Additional Thoughts: 
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best dog food

exact search results: 
18100

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 7
Allinurl: 6

Allintitle: 109,000 (780)
Allinurl: 105,000 (830)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 2
hyphenated: 1

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

.com EMD is Parked

Results Hog
webmd

Additional Thoughts: 
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birthday present ideas

exact search results: 
12100

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 63,000 (657)
Allinurl: 26,800 (769)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
amazon

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the plural 
“ideas” here, the single 
version displayed a general 
reordering of results 
(although gifts.com remained 
in the top 4 spots. The EMD 
was not shown in the singular. 
A seventeen.com article 
replaced it.

Also interesting to see a 
Squidoo page.

Additional Thoughts: 
gifts.com dominating top 4 
spots! Notice how “gifts” and 
“presents” are 
interchangeable in the 
semantic here.
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blood sugar levels

exact search results: 
27100

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 213,000 (774)
Allinurl: 170,000 (758)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 7
.org: 3
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
webmd
Wikipedia

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the plural 
“levels” here, the single 
version results stayed pretty 
much intact. The EMD was 
lost in the singular, along 
with the naturalnews.com 
result (which was our allinurl 
result here).

Additional Thoughts: 
anormalbloodsugarlevel.com, 
a near EMD, showed in the 
singular.
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buy cheap wow gold

exact search results: 
6500

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 2,400,000 (489)
Allinurl: 377,000 (310)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 2

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Additional Thoughts: 
Warcraft is a very 
competitive marketer’s 
niche. While only 2 results 
has exact allintitles, notice 
the various uses of the 
phrase in the titles.
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car battery charger

exact search results: 
12100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 402,000 (512)
Allinurl: 319,000 (541)

Brand Domains: 10

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.net: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
amazon
overstock

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
singular “charger” here, the 
plural version displayed quite 
different ordered results. Of 
note is that Shopping 
Results moved to the 2 spot 
ad shows 3 more images. 

Additional Thoughts: 
Aside from the shopping 
result, these are all either 
retain chains or merchant 
accounts (amazon, 
overstock).
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cast iron skillet

exact search results: 
18100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 248,000 (750)
Allinurl: 182,000 (769)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.net: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
amazon
Wikipedia
walmart

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
singular “skillet” here, the 
plural version was basically 
the same expect that 
richsoil and rei were booted 
in favor of overstock and 
target.

Additional Thoughts: 
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ceramic tile flooring

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 1
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 85,800 (708)
Allinurl: 60,500 (720)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

.com EMD Redirects

Results Hog
amazon

Additional Thoughts: 
Google shows local results 
here. The map, plus the 
“places” midway in the page. 
These results dominated by 
merchants.
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chat with strangers

exact search results: 
40500

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 5,950,000 
(412)
Allinurl: 6,760,000 
(317)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.org: 1
hyphenated: 

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

.com EMD is Parked

Additional Thoughts: 
Results appear to be 
mostly sites that offer 
the service, with the 
exception of makeuseof, 
madrasgeek, and the 
EMD (notice each of 
them use the allintitle).
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chronic back pain

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 171,000 
(724)
Allinurl: 165,000 (703)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 5
.org: 3
.edu: 1
.gov: 1
hyphenated: 2

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
webmd (3 times!)
Wikipedia

Additional Thoughts: 
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colored contact lenses

exact search results: 
22200

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 120,000 (721)
Allinurl: 109,000 (701)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 4

Results Hog
walmart

Additional Thoughts: The 
EMD isn’t a true exact, as 
it’s missing the word 
‘lenses,’ but we’ll give it to 
them, especially since 
they’re ranking! Also notice 
the 10 spot is using ‘4’ 
rather than ‘for.’ Finally, 
these are all merchant 
accounts of some degree.
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contemporary area rugs

exact search results: 
2400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 86,800 (640)
Allinurl: 28,800 (500)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

Results Hog
overstock

Additional Thoughts: 
These results dominated by 
merchants. And notice how 
boldrugs.com nabbed the 9 
and 10 spots.
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cooking games for kids

exact search results: 
33100

EMDs: 4
Allintitle: 1
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 387,000 (238)
Allinurl: 419,000 (151)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 6
.net: 3
.info: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 1
Snippet Keyword: 8

Additional Thoughts: 
The first 3 EMDs don’t have 
the full phrase, but we’ll 
give credit for the shorter 
tail.



SEO Surprise Report       Bill Guthrie & Joe Finn © 2012                    29

custom mountain bike

exact search results: 
390

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 1
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 45,900 (169)
Allinurl: 18,200 (117)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 0
Snippet Keyword: 10

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
singular “bike” here, the 
plural version saw tedwojcik 
lose his homepage, zazzle 
got booted, and they were 
replaced 2 others who used 
the plural phrase in the 
allintitle.

Additional Thoughts: 
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custom poker chips

exact search results: 
3600

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 7
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 42,900 (658)
Allinurl: 23,900 (586)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 8
Snippet Keyword: 2

Results Hog
amazon

Additional Thoughts: 
Most of these domains use 
‘poker’ or ‘chips’ in them, 
but they all sound like 
brands to us.



SEO Surprise Report       Bill Guthrie & Joe Finn © 2012                    31

dealing with anxiety

exact search results: 
6600

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 7
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 67,900 (859)
Allinurl: 44,300 (888)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 7
.org: 2
.net: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 6
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
webmd
about

Additional Thoughts: 
The 2 spot is a .net, and 
the 10 spot is the 
phrase+blog.com. Even 
those it’s not a pure exact 
match, we gave it to the 9 
spot, especially since 
Google bolded the entire 
phrase.
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debt consolidation 
calculator

exact search results: 
3600

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 9
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 29,800 (604)
Allinurl: 21,900 (663)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.net: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

Additional Thoughts: 
The 10 spot EMD is a .net.
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deep sea fishing rod

exact search results: 140

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 94 
Allinurl: 73

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 1
Snippet Keyword: 9

Results Hog
ebay
youtube

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
singular “rod” here, the 
plural version saw 
swordfishing central lose its 
place, replaced by 
altenkirch. Very little 
movement in the plural 
version overall.

Additional Thoughts: 
Google’s semantic indexing 
“tackle” and “rod” 
interchangeably.
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designer dog collars

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 57,700 (817)
Allinurl: 28,100 (693)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 6
Snippet Keyword: 3

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “collars” here, the 
plural version saw the 1 
spot drop to 6. The plural 
5 spot was new, along 
with the 9 & 10 spots. The 
9 & 10 used the plural 
phrase allintitle.

Additional Thoughts: 
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destination wedding 
packages

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 12,800 (693)
Allinurl: 6,900 (508)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.net: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “packages” here, 
the singular version saw 
the EMDs stick around 
and just a bit of 
reordering.

Additional Thoughts: 
The EMDs here are don’t 
take the full phrase, but 
are close enough 
variations to note.
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diets that work

exact search results: 
22200

EMDs: 4
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 179,000 (909)
Allinurl: 158,000 (894)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 6
.org: 2
.net: 2
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 6
Snippet Keyword: 2

Additional Thoughts: The 
1 spot is taken by a nearly 6 
year old Forbes post (and 
Forbes is not a diet 
authority). The 3 spot is over 
3 years old.
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digital camera reviews

exact search results: 
12100

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 7
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 810,000 (614)
Allinurl: 529,000 (691)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 2

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
cnet

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “reviews” here, the 
singular saw very little 
change in this case.

Additional Thoughts: 
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digital slr cameras

exact search results: 
12100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 1,710,000 (899)
Allinurl: 1,640,000 (899)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.net:
.info:
.biz:
.co:
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 6

Results Hog
amazon
Wikipedia
cnet

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “camera” here, the 
singular version saw 
Wikipedia jump to the 1 
spot. Other than that, 
modest changes.

Additional Thoughts: 
Notice the Search Plus Your 
World personal results 
coming in. And Google’s 
Stores and Brands 
recommendations at the top 
rather than the bottom.
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dutch oven cooking

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 208,000 (737)
Allinurl: 42,700 (933)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.net: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

Results Hog
amazon
Wikipedia
cnet

Additional Thoughts: 
dutchovendude claims 2 
spots, and the 1 spot goes 
to a Comcast personal 
page!
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Egyptian cotton sheets

exact search results: 
9900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 81,900 (636)
Allinurl: 57,800 (651)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 9
Snippet Keyword: 1

Results Hog
overstock
amazon
ebay
walmart

Additional Thoughts: 
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erectile dysfunction 
remedies

exact search results: 
2900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 19,800 (692)
Allinurl: 17,100 (542)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Results Hog
about
webmd

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “remedies” here, the 
singular “remedy” kept the 
top 3 in place, but after 
that, it’s basically a whole 
different list of results. 
Interest to find that the 
plural 7 spot—very close to 
an EMD, didn’t stick in the 
singular results.

Additional Thoughts: 
Notice the Search Plus Your 
World personal results 
coming in. And Google’s 
Stores and Brands 
recommendations at the top 
rather than the bottom.
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face painting supplies

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 48,800 (377)
Allinurl: 3,540 (442)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.us: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 4

Results Hog
amazon
youtube

Additional Thoughts: 
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facial hair removal

exact search results: 
9900

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 159,000 (769)
Allinurl: 137,000 (793)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.org: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 6
Snippet Keyword: 4

Results Hog
amazon
about

Additional Thoughts: 
The circled EMD misses the 
whole phrase but still ranks 
high.
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family camping tents

exact search results: 
1100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 54,000 (830)
Allinurl: 33,100 (756)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 5

Results Hog
amazon

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “tents” here, the 
singular “tent” version saw 
little movement.

Additional Thoughts: The 
2 spot is a near EMD, and 
looks like Google is ok with 
it. Notice the use of the 
properly ordered phrase 
allintitle.
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filing for bankruptcy

exact search results: 4400

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 180,000 (837)
Allinurl: 123,000 (858)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 6
.gov: 3
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
wikihow

Additional Thoughts: Lots 
of .gov results here, given the 
nature of the search but a 
EMD takes the 5 spot.
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financial aid for college

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 37,000 (837)
Allinurl: 25,600 (851)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 6
.org: 2
.gov: 2
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Additional Thoughts: 
Pure EMD nabs the 4 spot. 
Mix of .orgs and .govs here 
too.
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free music downloads

exact search results: 
83200

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 12,600,000 
(857)
Allinurl: 1,060,000 (656)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.fm: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Additional Thoughts: 
Service providers 
dominating the results for 
this one but an EMD in the 
4 spot.
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free online dating sites

exact search results: 
27100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 206,000 (947)
Allinurl: 101,000 (946)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.net: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 5

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “sites” here, the 
singular “site” saw some 
new results in the bottom 
half, and ordering of results 
overall.

Additional Thoughts: 
These are service providers.
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gift ideas for men

exact search results: 
49500

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 198,000 (711)
Allinurl: 86,400 (694)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
youtube
amazon

Additional Thoughts: 
Interesting that video 
results pop in for what 
seems to be a pure 
“buying” phrase.
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gmat sample questions

exact search results: 
8100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 1,970 (443)
Allinurl:  1,990 (384)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Additional Thoughts: 
The snippets were geared 
more for “sample gmat 
questions,” which seems a 
bit more natural, but 3 
were targeted the long tail 
as phrased.
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golf tips for beginners

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 63,400 (763)
Allinurl: 23,000 (753)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.net: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

Results Hog
youtube

Additional Thoughts: The 
3 spot is a hyphenated 
domain, and the 6 spot is a 
blogger account.
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grants for women

exact search results: 
12100

EMDs: 3
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 1,030,000 
(501)
Allinurl: 692,000 (504)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 4
.org: 5
.net: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 5

Additional Thoughts: 
Actually only 2 EMDs here, 
but grantsforwomen.org 
takes the top 2 spots. And 
notice how the 2nd EMD is 
using ‘4’ rather than ‘for,’ 
and still ranking well.
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have an affair

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 3
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 1,730,000 
(458)
Allinurl: 451,000 (453)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.net: 2
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 10
Snippet Keyword: 0

Additional Thoughts: 
Sordid topic, but the EMDs 
do well here. Notice the 1 
and 2 spots are .net 
domains.
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herbal tea benefits

exact search results: 
2100

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 36,500 (160)
Allinurl: 35,700 (117)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.co.uk: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
Wikipedia
youtube

Additional Thoughts: The 
top result is a short tail EMD; 
the 2 spot is a hyphenated 
domain.
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home drug test

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 9
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 53,500 (712)
Allinurl: 34,100 (735)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
walmart
amazon

Additional Thoughts: 
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home loan modification

exact search results: 
2400

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 1,560,000 (409)
Allinurl: 1,350,000 (424)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 4
.org: 2
.gov: 2
.net: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Additional Thoughts: The 
EMD in 6 spot is a 
hyphenated .net domain! 
Looks like “mortgage” and 
“home loan” are the 
semantic interchangeables.
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home theater seating

exact search results: 
12100

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 5

Allintitle: 358,000 (629)
Allinurl: 309,000 (705)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 10
Snippet Keyword: 0

Additional Thoughts: 
Notice the related searches 
for stores and brands 
appear up top. Didn’t count 
la-z-boy as hyphenated, 
since that’s its brand.
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horse coloring pages

exact search results: 
12100

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 9
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 7,870 (559)
Allinurl: 7,580 (528)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 5
.ws: 2
.net: 3
hyphenated: 2

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 8
Snippet Keyword: 2

Additional Thoughts: The 
5 spot is a hyphenated 
domain, and Squidoo nabs 
the 6 spot.



SEO Surprise Report       Bill Guthrie & Joe Finn © 2012                    59

how to fix your credit

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 204,000 (439)
Allinurl: 161,000 (308)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.gov: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 1
Snippet Keyword: 9

Results Hog
about
wikihow

Additional Thoughts: The 
10 spot is an EMD, and a 
hyphenated on at that! “Fix” 
and “repair” are 
interchangeable.
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how to get a divorce

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 157,000 (405)
Allinurl: 127,000 (204)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 2
.info: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
about
ehow

Additional Thoughts: 
Should I be worried that my 
personal results are kicking 
in on this topic? The 4 spot 
bellows to a hyphenated 
.info domain.
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how to tune your guitar

exact search results: 
2900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 75,100 (275)
Allinurl: 73,600 (177)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 2
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Results Hog
youtube (2 times)
about

Additional Thoughts: 
Several very close EMDs 
here, using ‘a’ instead of 
‘your.’ “Tuning” places in the 
semantic here.
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information technology 
jobs

exact search results: 
8100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 7,510,000 (650)
Allinurl: 884,000 (544)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 1
Snippet Keyword: 9

Additional Thoughts: Not 
counting the subdomains as 
hyphenated.
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intense pulsed light

exact search results: 
3600

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 4

Allintitle: 110,000 (783)
Allinurl: 67,900 (729)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 4
.org: 3
.edu: 2
.net: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Results Hog
Wikipedia

Additional Thoughts: The 
acronym “IPL” was used 
when the full phrase wasn’t. 
Google accepted the 
semantic usage.
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internet business ideas

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 68,600 (877)
Allinurl: 50,800 (864)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.net: 2
hyphenated: 3

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Results Hog
about

Additional Thoughts: 
Could probably count the 5 
spot as an EMD too. The 4 
and 6 spots are hyphenated 
domains.
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jobs for students

exact search results: 
18100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 232,000 (688)
Allinurl: 112,000 (817)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.gov: 2
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Additional Thoughts: 
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marriage counseling 
questions

exact search results: 
1900

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 106,000 (178)
Allinurl: 101,000 (143)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.org: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
about

Additional Thoughts: The 
2nd EMD slips in through a 
video result.
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medical sales jobs

exact search results: 
3600

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 7
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 485,000 (302)
Allinurl: 200,000 (238)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 8
Snippet Keyword: 2

Additional Thoughts: 
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minimalist running 
shoes

exact search results: 
11000

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 7
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 200,000 (425)
Allinurl: 103,000 (387)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.us: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 5

Additional Thoughts: The 
2nd EMD is a .us domain.
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non alcoholic drinks

exact search results: 
8100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 79,300 (827)
Allinurl: 113,000 (821)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.net: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 8
Snippet Keyword: 2

Results Hog
about
wikipedia

Additional Thoughts: 
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online casino gambling

exact search results: 
3600

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 480,000 (879)
Allinurl: 200,000 (855)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 7
.org:  1
.co.uk: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Additional Thoughts: 
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online forex trading

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 668,000 
(909)
Allinurl: 332,000 (921)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

Additional Thoughts: 
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organic cotton clothing

exact search results: 
1900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 72,900 (808)
Allinurl: 21,600 (766)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

Additional Thoughts: 
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outdoor lighting fixtures

exact search results: 
8100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 76,700 (778)
Allinurl: 49,000 (707)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 6
Snippet Keyword: 4

Additional Thoughts: 
These are service providers.
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plus size swimwear

exact search results: 
40500

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 8
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 424,000 (669)
Allinurl: 222,000 (620)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 9
Snippet Keyword: 1

Additional Thoughts: 
Notice how many of the 
sites use “plus size 
swimwear” and “plus size 
swimsuits”—the synonyms—
in their snippets. Better safe 
than sorry!
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portable gas grill

exact search results: 
3600

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 92,700 (656)
Allinurl: 78,400 (643)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 5

Results Hog
about
amazon
walmart

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
plural “sites” here, the 
singular “site” saw some 
new results in the bottom 
half, and ordering of results 
overall.

Additional Thoughts: 
Retailer dominance here.
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sample marketing plan

exact search results: 
6600

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 7
Allinurl: 4

Allintitle: 10,500 (569)
Allinurl: 53,200 (527)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.net: 2
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 4

Results Hog
about

PLURAL ALERT!
While we went with the 
singular “plan” here, the 
plural “plans” added a 
second result from 
mplans.com. 
guerillaconsulting didn’t 
show at all in the plural, 
and the slideshare result 
(with its allintitle and 
allinurl) also dropped in the 
plural results.

Additional Thoughts: 



SEO Surprise Report       Bill Guthrie & Joe Finn © 2012                    77

sell house fast

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 142,000 (681)
Allinurl: 82,000 (734)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 1
Snippet Keyword: 9

Results Hog
about

Additional Thoughts: Kind 
of a strange phrase, but 
since it had good exact 
results, thought we’d see 
what happened. The 2 and 3 
spots belong to authority 
news sites, but the content 
isn’t exactly new. The 6 spot 
is hyphenated, and it’s a 
Dallas result which could be 
pulling due to my location. 
Notice the #1 spot is the 
only one that used the exact 
phrase in their snippet. And 
see how Google semantically 
indexed “fast” and “quickly,” 
“sell” and “selling.”
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stainless steel cookware

exact search results: 
9900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 9
Allinurl: 5

Allintitle: 714,000 (719)
Allinurl: 452,000 (640)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 7
Snippet Keyword: 3

Result Hog
overstock
amazon
walmart

Additional Thoughts: 
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storage shed kits

exact search results: 
2400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 2
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 16,600 (685)
Allinurl: 18,200 (556)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 4
Snippet Keyword: 6

Additional Thoughts: 
Splitting hairs here…notice 
how “shed kits” was used 
often, instead of the whole 
phrase.
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stress management 
techniques

exact search results: 
9900

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 0

Allintitle: 38,300 (828)
Allinurl: 27,600 (860)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.fm: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
webmd
about

Additional Thoughts: 
mindtools nabs the first 2 
spots. The 7 spot is an EMD 
for a different phrase, ‘stress 
management tips.’ When I 
checked, that EMD had the 
top 2 spots for that phrase! 
Notice how “techniques” and 
“tips” are interchangeable.
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tax lien investing

exact search results: 
2400

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 4
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 50,900 (647)
Allinurl: 58,800 (663)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.net: 1
hyphenated: 2

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 7

Results Hog
Wikipedia
youtube

Additional Thoughts: 
The top spot belongs to an 
EMD. Notice the 6 & 8 
spots are EMDs for ‘tax 
lien certificates.’ The 
hyphenated .com is the 
top spot for that phrase, 
and the .net is in the 5 
spot. Also take note of 
“tax deed” inchangeable 
with “tax lien.”
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unusual baby names

exact search results: 
33100

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 3

Allintitle: 34,800 (807)
Allinurl: 19,200 (759)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 9
.org: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Additional Thoughts: 
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video game tester

exact search results: 
6600

EMDs: 2
Allintitle: 6
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 201,000 (736)
Allinurl: 166,000 (802)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 7
.org: 2
.us: 1
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 6
Snippet Keyword: 4

Results Hog
Wikipedia
howstuffworks

Additional Thoughts: The 
1st EMD is a hyphenated 
domain, and the 2nd one is 
also hyphenated with jobs-1 
at the end (ugly, but 
apparently effective).
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weight lifting 
supplements

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 1
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 18,500 (647)
Allinurl: 12,800 (598)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 8
.org: 1
.me: 1
hyphenated: 1

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 2
Snippet Keyword: 8

Results Hog
about

Additional Thoughts: 
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weight loss tea

exact search results: 
5400

EMDs: 3
Allintitle: 5
Allinurl: 1

Allintitle: 141,000 (795)
Allinurl: 107,000 (800)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 2

.com EMD is Active

Snippet Exact: 5
Snippet Keyword: 5

Results Hog
amazon

Additional Thoughts: Two 
longer tail EMDs beat the 
pure EMD here. Hyphenated 
domain nabs the 10 spot.
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what women want in a 
man

exact search results: 
4400

EMDs: 0
Allintitle: 3
Allinurl: 2

Allintitle: 155,000 (208)
Allinurl: 134,000 (147)

Domain Breakdown:
.com: 10
hyphenated: 

.com EMD is Parked

Snippet Exact: 3
Snippet Keyword: 5

Additional Thoughts: 



The Data

The use of the long tail allintitle appears over 3 times as much as allinurl, leading 
us to believe it is a stronger indicator to Google of the content and purpose of a 
particular page. Make sure you’re adding your targeted keyword phrase in your 
title. And while you’re at it, also add to your url (it never hurts to be thorough).
 
EMDs represented over 7% of all Top 10 results, but given the number of domain 
squatters out there—those who have purchased a domain but appear to be 
waiting on someone to purchase it from them (and therefore are not actually 
creating a site on the domain)—the overall data would suggest that the use of 
EMDs is still an excellent strategy for boosting rankings in the SERPs. 
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Domain Types

 This one may not come as a big surprise. The prevailing domains are .com 
addresses. 85.5% of Top 10 results were .com’s. The runner-up was .org 
addresses, and scanning the results, we see marketers using the .org’s as much 
or more than actual organizations. So if the .com domain isn’t available, it looks 
favorable to go with the .org.
 
Hyphenated domains made up 5.3% of the overall domains in the Top 10. Years 
ago, it was recommended to use hyphenated domains, but that practice seems 
to have disappeared. The data would suggest that if you’re going to target an 
EMD, a hyphenated domain still has ranking power.
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The data associated with this pie chart can be interpreted a number of ways. Of 
the 21 active EMD domains in these long tails, only a third of them are ranking in 
the Top 10. So does that say that EMDs don’t work? We don’t think so.
 
We speculate that the 15 active domains not ranking in the Top 10 are lousy at 
SEO, or in some cases, are being used by a local business and therefore were 
suppressed to Bill’s searched from his home computer in Dallas. 

SEO Surprise Report       Bill Guthrie & Joe Finn © 2012                    89



The prevailing factor that connects the top performers in the 75 long tails we 
explored was the use of keywords in the text snippets. Also known as meta tags 
or meta descriptions, this information is important to human searchers, so they 
can get a good sense (or quick preview) of what they can expect should they 
visit a page. Clearly, Google also uses these text snippets to better understand 
what a particular page is about.

97.6% of all of the Top 10 results use as least one relevant keyword in their meta 
description: 43.9% used the exact long tail; 53.7% used some of the keywords 
or a semantic equivalent.
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Additional Resources
 

To find Exact Domain Matches, we recommend Paul Clifford’s excellent new 
DomainMatchPRO.
 
For competitive analysis, use SEOmoz’s Open Site Explorer. In fact, download 
their SEO toolbar to see their data within Google results.
 
For best practices, check out Bill’s Niche TuneUp WSO. It received WSO of the 
Day on Sept. 1…a ton of great information to get and keep you on track! He 
covers on-page and off-site strategies, and goes in-depth into the proper way to 
do competitive analysis.
 
Joe’s a master backlinker. His backlink packets will serve you very well!
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http://www.warriorplus.com/linkwso/xrd7wg/5839
http://www.warriorforum.com/warrior-special-offers-forum/441052-your-sites-suck-fix-your-niche-offline-clunker-sites-asap-niche-tuneup.html
http://www.seomoz.org/seo-toolbar
http://www.opensiteexplorer.org/
http://www.warriorplus.com/linkwso/9kxp4r/5839

