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Giuoco Piano, on the Theory of, 14

J Hastings Chess Festival, 197

Havana Chess Club, 103

International Tournament, Glasgow (pro-
posed), 105, 143, 191, 406
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304

International Universities Cable Match, 196

Invitation Tournament (City of London),

194, 233
Isle of Wight Tournament, 188
Italian National Tourney and Congress,
101, 189
Kent Chess Association, 9, 285, 442
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406, 407
West London, 11, 106, 144, 195, 406,
454, 455, 456
Willis Street, 10, 195, 407, 455, 457
London Chess League, 11, 65, 106, 144,
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2
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Burn 2. Bellingham, 106
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Curzo v. Vasquez, 104
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Delmar ». Hanham, 101, 185

East London ». Athenceum, 11

East London 2. Ludgate Circus, 1¢6

Edinburgh ». Dundee, 62

Glasgow ». Edinburgh, 105

Glasgow v. Falkirk, 62

Gloucestershire z. Somersetshire, 141

Gloucestershire z. Wiltshire, 102

Gothenburg 2. Stockholm, 186

Hampshire 2. Surrey, 63

Hampshire 2. Sussex, 102

Hampstead v. Lee, 106

Hampstead z. Ludgate Circus, 11

Harvard ». Columbia, 61

Ibis . Rochester, 10

Insurance . West London, 144

Kent o. Hampshire, 64

Ladies 2. Brixton, 10, 105

Ladies z. Ealing, 454

Ladies ». Heutschell, 105

Ladies . Maida Vale, 105

Ladies v. Spread Eagle, 105

Lancashire . Warwickshire, 142, 450

Lancashire ». Yorkshire, 104, 450

Lee z. Bromley, 10

Leeds v. Sheffield, 450

Lipschutz z. Richardson, 186

Liverpool z. Glasgow, 142, 453

Liverpool . Manchester, 9, 453

Local Government Board 2. North
Kensington, 195

Ludgate Circus z. Lee, 144

Ludgate Circus v. Spread Eagle, 65

Manchester z. Bradford, 9

Manchester ». Livepool, 104

Marshall 2. Johnstone, 9, 60, 99

Metropolitan ». Battersea, 144

Metropolitan ». East London, 106

Metropolitan z. Insurance, 285

Metropclitan . North London, 11

Metropolitan 2. United Universities,
144

Newcastle z. Norwich, 443

Newcastle . Tees-Side, 100, 443

New South Wales 2. South Australia,
100

Northern Counties ». Midland Coun-
ties, 192

Northern Counties z. Southern Coun-
ties, 62, 411

North Kensington 2. Acton, 10

North London v. Lee, 11

North Wilts ». South Wilts, 8

Nottinghamshire r. Derbyshire, 64,238

Paignton v. Totnes, 102



Rochester ». Maidstone, 9

Royal Army Medical Corps «. Cape
Medical Staff Corps, 103

Sale v. Chester, 7

Salop v. Staffordshire, 64, 238

Smith «. Jones, 455

Somersetshire . Wiltshire, 64

Spread Eagle v. Batsersea, 11

Spread Eagle ». East London, 144

Spread Eagle v. North London, 106

Stirling ». Burns (Glasgow), 105

Surrey v. Essex, 188

Surrey ». Gloucestershire, 233

Surrey v. Sussex, 64 .

Thames Valley 2. Acton, 10

United States ». Great Britain, 147

United Universities 2. American Uni-
versities, 195

Vasquez 2. Sterling, 104

Vienna . Paris, 186, 232

Warwickshire z. Oxfordshire, 64

Warwickshire z. Worcestershire, 238

West London 2. Athenxeum, 106

West Norwood 2. Bohemians, 10>

Willis Street 2. Public Record Office,

455
Wiltshire Oxonians ¢. Oxford Uaiver-
sity, 106
Worcestershire 2. 1lerefordshire, 64
Yale ». Princetown, 61
Yorkshire . Kent, 62, 188, 450
Ziitich 2. Erfurt, 6
Mate in the middle of the Board, 341
Mediweval Sui-Mates, 390
Midland Counties Chess Association,
.54, 238, 445
Miniature Chessboard and Chessmen,
413
Morphy Game, a, 222
Munich Chess Congress, the, 361
National Chess Federation of Great
Britain and Ireland, 12, 145, 234
Northern Counties Chess Union, 11, 63,
235, 409
Northern Countics Chess Union Challenge
Trophy, 409
2 Queen’s Problem, the, 42, 94, 133,
181, 223, 264, 300, 344
Obituary, 13, 65, 98, 141, 183, 228,
314, 367, 440
Off-hand Club, 143
Oldest English Chess Story, 338
Oldest Known Chess Problem, 391
Openings, Importance of the, 67
Overstrain of Headwork, 102
Paris Chess Clubs, 63
Paris International Tourney, 100, 189,
232, 267
Parliamentary Chess Group, 455
*“ Philidor’s  Legacy,” ancient version
of, 387
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\ Pilisbury on Blindfold Play, 398
Pillsbary’s Performances, 100, 187,
188, 231, 239, 398
Pillsbury National = Correspondence
Chess Association, 61, 463
PORTRY : —
Capt. Mackenzie, on, 372
Chaucer on Chess, 340
Cradle of Caissa, the, 312
Dilaram’s Mate, 51
In Praise of Chess, 50
Jean Ingelow (from}, 309
MS. in British Museum (from), 385
Romance of Sir Tristrem (1290), 338
Scandinavian Poem, 131
Telepathy, 485
Trouble makes a man think, 386

PORTRAITS AND ILLUSTRATIONS :—

Mrs. Rhoda A. Bowles, 56

Northern Counties Chess Union Chal-

lenge Trophy, facing p. 385

Walter Cook Spens, LL.D., 371
PRESENTATION TO:—

J. H. Blackburne, 194

Dr. Feil, 7 '

W. A. Smith, 187

Mzr. Snelgrove, 101

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. White, 287
Queensland Chess Association, 187
¢*Reyner ” Memorial Trophy, 7, 231, 448
¢ Richardson ” Cup, 8, 62, 105 :
Ruy Lopez, new variation, 463 .
Schools, Chess in, 366
Scotch Gambit, the, 18
Scottish Chess Association, 62, 143, 190, .

231, 406
Simultaneous Chess, 7, 8, 99, 100, 103,

186, 189, 197, 231, 370, 444, 454
“ Social Chess,” origin of the expression,

59

¢“Soudan,” meaning of, 259, note

Southern Counties Chess Association
Meeting at Bath, 407

Southern Counties Chess Union, 63, 102,
187, 232, 313, 407, 411

Spens Chess Memorial, 406

Staffordshire Chess Association, 490

St. Petersburg Amateur Tourney, 187

Strobeck Chess Festival, 7

Surrey County Trophy Contest, 284

Sussex Chess Association, 197, 442, 490

Ta’brigat and other Battle Arrays, the, 169,
310, 343, 395, 397, 440

Theoretical Tourney (Berlin), 7

University Chess, 144, 196

Wilts County Trophy, 441

Wilts Chess Association, 489

‘“\Voodhouse” Challenge Cup, 8, 142, 236,

449 L.
Yorkshire Chess Association, 236, 449
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A SKETCH OF CHESS HISTORY BEFORE THE
SECOND REVOLUTION.

(Continued from p. 491, vol. xix.)

NE of the oldest Arabian problems extant is the following,
attributed, probably correctly, to Adali Al Rimi, a famous
a player-—and in those days famous players were also problem
g composers—of the first half of our tenth century. From his
name we infer that he was a native or resident of Rumelia, or some portion
of what had been the Eastern Roman Empire. But nothing more is known
of him than that he was of Arabian origin, and was considered the strongest
player of his time. :
(The custom of always making White the winning party is quite a
modern one).
The solution to this problem is as follows :—

BLACK. WHITE.
Kt—Kt7ch! 1 RxKt
R—K8ch! 2 KxR
R—B 8ch 3 K—K2
B—K Ktsch 4 K—K 3

............. The Bishop’s check can

not be covered.

5 R—K 8 ch 5 R covers

............... Delaying mate by one

6 K—B4
B—R 3ch 7 K—B 5
Q—Kt 3 mate.

The Queen commands(of the squares
within the White King’s field) one
only—that on which the King stands.
Each Black Bishop, within the same

WHITE. compass, one square only. The King,
Black to play and mate in eight moves. Rook, and Pawn, as with us to-day.

It has been conjectured that this was the ending of an actual game
won by Adali. It may have been, and if so it is the oldest *‘bit of Morphy”
AT
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in existence. - But it seems a shade too good to be true. And unless the
position has been “reversed,” the Black Q on a White square shows, or
seems to show, that the position did not spring from actual play.

¢ Ali Shatranji’ lived at a later period, and the following position, quite
a natural one, is said to have occurred to him when playing against an
opponent to whom he had given the odds of the Queen’s Rook. Ali had
the White, and we see that he has gained two Pawns. He has the move,

and could if he chose take the Q, for she is not protected at all. But he
does better.

BLACK, (It should be remembered that
the Q, or “ Farzin,” was hardly
equal in value to a Bishop, ot
‘ Elephant ”—and this piece was nor
quite equal to the modern Bishop,
notwithstanding its leaping power).

The play proceeds :—

WHITE. BLACK.
1 P—Q 5ch 1 K—K 4
2 R—K 7 ¢ch

Neither () or B can take.
2 K—B 5 (best)
++sseeeenen.. The Queen hasno power
““straight.” If the King goes to his
Q 5 instead, then as in vaiiation below.

3 R—K 4ch 3 K—Kt4

L e, IIe cannot go to B 4 on
WHITE account of the Bishop’s check ; the
6 BxP 6 K—R g Rook intervening makes no difference.
7 Q—Kt 4 7 Anything legal 4 R—Kt4ch 4 K—Ry4
8 Knight's Pawn mates. - 5 R—Kty 5 P—B 4 (best)
The Black Elephant cannot reach ... veveeenn. Otherwise Q—Kt 4 ch,
this Pawn. - K—R 5; P—Kt 3 mate.
Variation :—
WHITE, BLACK. 4 g— g Kt4ch 4 K—Kt3
- T 5 P—B 5 mate.
1 P—Qs d;l I ¥ K4 Nothing can take this Pawn. The
2 R—K7c 2 K—Qs White ‘ Bishop” stops up Black’s
3 R—K 4 ch 3 K—Q B4 Q Kt 4.

These examples, with the particulars previously given, should be
sufficient to show how chess was played in Western and Central Asia, at
the time when the game was introduced into Europe, as regards the middle
game, and as regards check-mate. But, usually, there was a peculiarity
about the opening of a game which I have not described, and also differen-
ces from modern chess in such endings as were not mates, On the former
I will quote Dr. Forbes, who had unusual facilities for studying Arabic
chess manuscripts of that and later periads.

“In order fully to appreciate the system of tactics adopted in opening
the game of Shatranj, the reader must bear in mind that the Pawns could
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never advance more than one step on the first move ¥ From this restriction
on the part of the Pawns, together with the very limited range of the
Queen and Bishops, it will be easily seen that no formidable collision of
the forces could have taken place till at least from ten to fifteen moves had
been made on either side. Hence, in order to save time, and to prevent
useless exchanges, it was agreed that the first player should make his (let
us say) twelve moves all at once, without, however, crossing the middle of
the board ; after which the adversary was entitled to play up in succession
an equal number of counter moves, such as he might deem most
conducive to ultimate victory, being also restricted to his own half of
the board. _

“These preliminary manccuvres the Arabs called *Ta’biyat, which
signifies ‘the drawing up of troops in battle array.” This term corresponds
in some degree with our word ‘opening,’ with this difference, that in the
Ta’biyat all the pieces and Pawns remain on the board, each on their own
side, up to the tenth or fifteenth move, more or less, which seldom happens
in our game, except in a few dull and cautious openings, such as what we call
the ‘French Game’ or ‘ King’s Pawn One Game,” which leads to a system
of tactics somewhat resembling that of the Shatranj or Medixval game.

“In the Arabic MS., No. 7,515 in the British Museum, we find eleven
diagrams of ‘battle-array,” mostly hamed after the old Masters who cstab-
lished them; or from some peculiarity in their own nature, just as we
speak of the ‘Evans Gambit,” the ‘ Bishop’s Opening,’ &c,”” The following
diagram shows a position after ten moves had been made on each half
of the board. )

BLACK. White had the move, and
arranged his pieces as shown. Then
Black made his ten moves, and now
White can move one piece or Pawn,
and so on, as with us. The only
differences from this point being in
the moves of the Queen and Bishop;
in Pawn promotion (Queen only);
in the unmoved Pawn’s first move ;
and in the ending if not a checkmate.
And in the fact that there is no
¢ Castling.”

In the above position White has
moved his Bishops’ Pawns two
squares, so as to allow his Knights
to occupy a very attacking position.

WHITE, By-and-by, when the two centre

Pawns can be safely advanced, the places where they now stand will be

* This was uniformly the rule in the Chaturanga form of chess, and with a slight
exception, peculiar to India, it still prevails all over Asia. It was the rule in the Shatranj
game, when the players made alternate moves, as we do; but when the players agreed
to take up a strategic position, then a Pawn might, in so doing, move one or two squares
at pleasure. This had nothing to do with one Pawn taking another Pawn *‘en passant,”
for in the mediceval game neither player crossed the frontier line. It is possible, however,
that from this Oriental custom of the *‘ Ta’biyat ” arose the present privilege of our Pawns
moving ore or 10 squares, on the first move.
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occupied by the two Bishops, which is the best position for the latter. In
two moves more the White Rooks may be doubled, one at Q Ktsq and
one at Q Kt 2. Later the King and Queen (the latter diagonally only, one
step at a time) will move up in the rear of the centre.

The position assumed by Black is evidently defensive. The Knights
are less advanced, and the Q has moved to her ¢Bishop’s’ 2nd. Black
expects an attack on the Q side. Still, as Dr. Forbes says, “from the
peculiar nature of the openings in the Shatranj, it is evident that no rapid
or brilliant attack could possibly take place as in our gambits. The armies
were advanced into close quarters before the engagement commenced, and
thenceforth the final victory really depended upon a series of skilful
manceuvres, such as might tend to lead the enemy into an unfavourable
position.” He adds—*‘the Oriental game, though less brilliant than ours,
appears to me to have been calculated to form better players in the true

. sense of the term—that is, players who excelled in carrying the contest
through the middle stage of the game—a rare secret, which neither books
nor preceptors can teach.”

There was no “ Castling ” in chess till some time after the game had
spread over Europe (and then, for a long period, the operation was performed
in two moves—the Rook to the King first, and then the King, next move,
jumped over the Rook), neither can any trace be found of the * King’s
leap’ before chess entered Europe.

As to the endings other than checkmate: checkmate was aimed at,
as showing superior skill, but there were two other ways of winning. First,
when one player had succeeded in capturing all his opponents’ forces,*
provided he had any of his own remaining, however small. And secondly,
a player won when he succeeded, under certain restrictions, in giving bis
adversary stalemate.t There were good reasons why this latitude should be
allowed,—these three mades of winning. With us, for example, a King and
Pawn against a King is, under certain conditions, a sure victory; but not
so in the Shatranj (that is, if victory depended on checkmate), for suppose
the Pawn had become a Queen, the latter possessed not the mating power.
Also, with us, a Knight and Bishop, or two Bishops, can mate, but it was
not so before the fifteenth century. So, if victory had depended solely on
checkmate, a won game among good players would have been rather a
rarity. Checkmates often occurred, but chiefly when one of two players
was decidedly stronger than the other.

A victory gained by giving stalemate was uncommon, for it had to be
under conditions, and any kind of stalemate was rare, because if a King
were left minus pieces and Pawns, that fact lost him the game (if his oppo-
nent had some). To illustrate this matter let us suppose White to be the
winning party, and Black King about to be stalemated. He has some
pieces left, but unable to move ; then he is placed in a stalemate position
himself—or what we should call stalemate, he being unable to move in the
usual way—but he is then allowed to change places with any piece or Pawn

* Or all but the Kinz. e was never taken in the Shatranj game, but he was in
the Chaturanga.

1 Later on, in Europe, we find this reversed, for the party who was stalemated

claimed the victory ; a foolish result, which finally disappeared in England about 1812,
and earlier in France.
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_of his own colour, provided that in so doing he does not have to stand on
a square commanded by a White piece or Pawn (He may be moved all
across the board for this purpose). The Black piece which takes his place
was called (perhaps in Arabia it is still) “fda,” sacrifice or victim, because
there was every probability of his being captured. This sacrifice gave a
fresh lease of life to the King, and so the game might go on. But if the
King cannot change places with any piece without going into check, then
he #s stalemated, and so White wins. Occasionally White would give
stalemate by the move which captured the last of Black’s pieces—this, of
course, would be a win for White. ‘

The Arabs and Persians call the end-game “ Mansitiba,”=**position’
or “situation,” being a *‘ determinate ™ chess problem, the solution of which
is reduced to a certainty. The ending announced might be checkmate,
stalemate, or capture of the last piece—in each case a win. Their best
players seem to have prided themselves on their readiness of seizing on
such positions as led to victory in a certain number of moves. . Hence the
epithet “ mansitba dan,” *“a cunning chess-player,” and figuratively “ a man
of resource” The term was applied to all such players as Ali Shatranj, Al
Suli, and everyone in the first rank at any period.

Games were drawn about as often as with us, for many positions which
would be “wins ” with us could only be draws on account of the weakness
of the Queens and Bishops—not sufficient force to checkmate, stalemate,
or capture everything. When, in the ending, there were several Queens,
much depended on what diagonals they were running on (as is the case now
with eur Bishops). When they ran on what we should call the same colour
they were said to be ‘‘ concordant,” and when on different colours—*dis-
cordant.” There were rules by the aid of which a player might know
whether a Pawn, on Queening, might prove to be concordant or not, with
such Queen or Queens as he had already on the board. This, apart from
other evidence, shows that the Oriental board was not chequered with two
colours till at least a comparatively recent period. Had the board been
chequered it would have been seen at once whether the newly made
“Farzin” should prove “ Muwafik” or * Mukhalif.’

“ Perpetual check ” drew a game,
as to-day; and what came to the
same thing,a perpetual persecution of
the adversary’s winning piece. The
appended is an example. Itisnotat
all a “natural” position for Black,
and no doubt was ‘composed.”

SOLUTION.
WHITE. BLACK.
1 R—R sq 1 R—Q 7,Q6,
2 R moves acordingly [orQ s
to R 2, 3, org,

threatening Black R.

If Black R—Q 4, White Q xR
and wins. If R—Q 2, White Q x

White to move and draw. R chmate. If Black R—K 8 ch,
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R xR and wins. If Black Rx R, White Q—Q 7 mate. If Black
moves either Q, or the Pawn, R x R and wins. His two Queens and
Pawn have no chance, with good play, of even drawing against White
R and Q. In the medizval game the Rook was the most powerful
piece on the board. Of course, from what has-been stated, it will be seen
that in the above position the Black King is not in check, and that the

" Black Queens can never give check so long as the White King keeps on a

White square.
, W. S. B.
CHELTENHAM. (To be tontinum’.)

P.S.—Mr. J. Cresswell, Telegraph Office, Nowshera, the Punjab,
writes (in reference to a remark on the probability of the ancient Hindu
four-armied game being still played)—* Chatrang (with four armies) /s played
here, but the players are few.”

We reciprocate most heartily the many kind expressions of regard
that have reached us during the past month, and wish every reader of
the B.C.M. a very Happy and Prosperous New Year.

———————

The Riga and Moscow Clubs are playing two simultaneous games by
telegraph.

The Gothenburg Club thinks of celebrating the 2oth year of its
existence by a Northern Tourney, with prizes of 150, 100, and 50 kronen.

In"the Kolisch Tourney, at Vienna, the following masters are among
those who are taking part: Alapin, Albin, Marco, Maroczy, Schlechter,
Schwarz, and Zinkl.

The Ziirich Club has won a correspondence match with the Morphy
Club of Erfurt, and at Winterthur lately there was a meeting of the clubs
of Eastern Switzerland.
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At Washington, recently, Mr. Pillsbury is said to have played 47 games
of chess and draughts in one day, eleven of them blindfold, and to have
lost only 2 of the whole lot.

Herr Halprin bas been obliged to retire from the editorship of the
Vienna Chess Magazine, which he shared with Herr Marco, on account
of the pressure .of his own business.

In the theoretical tourney at the Berlin Club, the following players
are contending: Herren Ahlberg, Bauer, Bodenstein, Caro, Edelheim,
Hoper, Kempner-Hochstadt, and Kruge. In every game the Bishop’s"
Gambit must be offered and accepted.

We are glad to hear that the once famous, rich, and hospitable Havana
Chess Club is likely soon to be revived. Several of the old names are
among the ptomoters of the new movement, and for the present they are
holdiny their meetings at a private house.

Cheshire County Cup Competition.—On Saturday, December gth, a
match in the first round of this competition was contested at Warrington, the
opponents being Sale and District Club 7ze7sus Chester. The first named
club won by 5to 3. On the same day Birkenhead defeated Macclesfield
at Manchester, by 63 to 1.

The Berlin Club, “ Thurm,” has removed to the north-east of the city,
in order to promote the interests of chess in that part of the capital, and
is holding a winter'tourney. The ‘““New Berlin Club” celebrated its first
anniversary on November 4th with great animation, and here as well as in
the *“Berlin Schachverein,” a winter tourney with three classes is in progress

On October 17th, a festival took place at the Hamburg Chess Club,
of a kind not easy to rival elsewhere. The honorary president of the club,
Dr. Feil, completed on that day the 5oth year of his membership, and was
there fresh and lively to receive a handsome present from the club of a
stamped leather chess board. with ivory men, and also at the banquet the
hearty congratulations of his fellow members.

The Schachfreund announces that, as in the years 1885 and 189o,
so also this year, at Whitsuntide, a three days’ chess festival will take place
in the world-famed village of Strobeck. It is proposed to hold a chief
tourney open to every one, and we presume on even terms; a tourney in
rounds, open only to members of the Hartz Chess Association; and a
tombola tourney. The accommodation of visitors will be well cared for.
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An exhibition of living chess recently took place at Hamburg, the
game pourtrayed being the famous one between Max Weiss and Pollock,
at the New York Chess Congress. The pieces were represented by young
ladies, who, arranged in red and white costumes, with appropriate chess
emblems, under the strains of music took up their positions, and in party
coloured illustrations (especially in the ending) of a piquant game. The
exhibition took about an hour, and made a lively impression on a not very

" numerous but highly select body of spectators.

Yorkshire.—The following table shows the progress of the ‘ Wood-
house ” Challenge Cup Competition to end of December. Two points for
a win ; one point for a drawn match.

MATCHES. GAMES.

Played Won Lost Drawn Won  J.ost Drawn Points.
Bradford ...... .. 4 3 I 0 e 19 13 8 ...
Sheffield......... .. 4 2 I ) SRS 18 11 Ir ... 3
Huddersfield ...... 4 1 2 | SN IT 19 10 ... 3
Leeds.. ...cuveenene 3 1 2 o ... 11§ 4 eenns 2
Hull ......... .ooo0 3 1 2 0 ... 10 11 9 ... 2

The county committee met on December 3oth, and selected the team
—30 players and 6 reserves—to play Lancashire, on February 3rd,
in Manchester.

Messrs. Wildman and Woollard were appointed to draw up suggested
rules for inter-county contests, as requested by the Northern Counties Union.

Match: North 2. South Wilts. Played at Trowbridge, November
2g9th. Score: North 12, South 10. The Rev. J. F. Welsh played top
board for the South, and defeated Mr. A. Rumboll.

Chess in Scotland.—As hinted in B.C.M. for December, the Falkirk
Chess Club was stronger than was generally suspected, and would probably
be heard of further. It has very promptly confirmed this by defeating the
Burns (Glasgow) team by 4 to 1 in the ‘Richardson’ Cup Competition. |
With limited teams of five a-side the Falkirk Club is not to be treated
lightly. Its next tie is with the Glasgow Club, and although we think it
will lose, still the struggle should be interesting. The tie for the ‘ Richard-
son’ Cup is now reduced to the Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Falkirk
Clubs.

Herr Mieses arrived at the Glasgow Club on the 16th December, and
has been bandling the members in the usual way in simultaneous play.
The rapidity of his play is quite a feature.

In the Augsburg Chess Club the winter tourney has begun, with no
less than 31 entries. It is divided into four groups, in which each has to
play one game with every other, whereby, by means of suitable odds, the
strength of play will be equalised. The tourney will be richly endowed
with prizes, and non-prize winners will also receive a reward for each won
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game. Since the strongest players of the club will be thus discovered, the -
contest will be very interesting. Apparently it will last for the next six
months, and will mark the beginning of the new century.

We take this information from the Awgsburger Schackbdlatt, but must
dissent from the new century theory, though it is endorsed by the high
dictum of the German Emperor. We must also remark that the statement
about the groups and the odds leaves something to be desired in clearness.

Mzr. Michael, the champion player of South Africa, has been compelled
by the war to leave Johannesburg, and come to Capetown, where his pres-
ence is much appreciated at the chess club. The championship tourney
for S. Africa was to have been held at Johannesburg next Easter, but there
is of course very little prospect of such an event taking place there now.
“Inter arma silent ludi.” On the other hand we find that the war does not
seem to interfere very much with the players of Capetown and Durban. for
the Cape Times says that the championship tourney of the Capetown Club
ended recently in a win for Mr. Roberts, with 8% games out of a possible
12. Mr. Cameron was a good second, with 8 games won. A handicap
tourney is also in progress at Durban, with 24 competitors. Play goes on .
twice a week, and it is expected that the contest will last for about three
months.

Lancashire.—The annual match, Manchester . Liverpool, was played
on Saturday, December 2nd, at the rooms of the last-named club, whose
representatives won a well contested struggle by 64 to 31 games.

On December gth, the Manchester Club was visited by a team
of twelve players, representing the Bradford C.C., and after a pleasant
contest the Yorkshiremen were defeated by 7 games to 2, with 2 draws.

Manchester Chess League.—A meeting of the Executive took place
on December 11th, when the Silver King Trophy was presented to the
representative of the winning club, Ardwick II.

Eleven clubs entered the ‘Reyner’ Memorial Shield Competition.
The competitors were paired by ballot, and the first round must be completed
- not later than January 14th; second round on or before February r1oth;

third round, March 17th. The final match will be played at the Man-
chester Club, on some later date.

The annual match Liverpool League ». Manchester League will be

_ played in Manchester, on February 17th—with teams of 30 players and
six reserves. -

Chess in Kent.—Since the opening of the season good progress has
been made in the County Cup Competition. In mid-Kent division,
Rocbester,has beaten both Plumstead and Maidstone, each with the same
score, 5% to 24.  In E. Kent, Canterbury has -won the section by victories
over Dover (2), Ashford (1), and Deal (2), the latter being scratched. In
this division Dover stand second with 3 wins (Deal 2 and Ashford 1) and
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3 losses (Canterbury 2, Ashford 1). In the West Kent division, Cray has
beaten Sidcup and Tonbridge, while Tunbridge Wells beat both. In North
Kent, Lee the champions have scored a win over Bromley. Lee, which is a
strong club, is doing fairly well in the London League. Rochester has played
several friendlies with powerful Metropolitan teams, making a good fight
especially with the Ibis C.C., successfully led by T. F. Lawrence ; the result
was Ibis 10}, Rochester g4. A new club has entered the field in East
Kent at Ramsgate, and this club, led by Mr. C. H. Sherrard, has beaten
Canterbury, but lost to Deal, who by the way happen to respectively head
and tail the East Kent clubs. Somehow, chess is slack in East Kent this
year, no less than three league matches having been scratched in the
competition between four clubs. In addition to the Kent 2. Yorkshire
correspondence match, two teams of Kent Association players are
engaged in friendly contests by the same medium. One or two Kent men
as well as several Sussex players are also competing in the Correspondence
Tourney organised by Hobbies.

London.—With Christmas holidays there is always a lull in London
chess ‘matters, and this year public interest is so keenly fixed on the greater
game in progress in South Africa that the lull seems more pronounced
than usual. .

k From the brave to the fair is but a step, so we turn to the doings of

the Ladies’ Chess Club first. The club has not abated its wonted activity,
and its members have been well to the fore during the month. On the
3oth November, the Ladies played Toynbee in the “C” division of the
League Competition, the result being Ladies 4, Toynbee 3, and 1 game
left for adjudication. On December 4th, the Ladies were defeated by
Wood Green by 2 to 5, and 1 game left for adjudication. The Battersea
second team beat the Ladies by 81 to 34. On the 18th December, the
Ladies beat Brixton (mixed team) by 8 to 7.

In the City of London Chess Club, play in the various tournaments
has made good progress. In the Championship Tournament, Lawrence is
6 out of 6, Ward 5 out of 6, Loman 5% out of 7, Alcock 3} out of 5,
Herbert Jacobs 4 out of 6, E. O. Jones 34 out of 6, Physick 34 out of 6,
and Harold Jacobs 4 out of 7. In the Winter Tournament, the leaders in
the first-class sections are 1. Physick, E. O. Jones, E. Hamburger, and
Dr. Marshall.

On the joth November, the Thames Valley defeated Acton by 6 to 2.
Cn the 29th, Sydenham and Forrest Hill played Goldsmith Institute, the
score being Sydenham and Forrest Hill 4, Goldsmith 3, and 1 game for
adjudication. On December 4th, West Norwood defeated Argus Club
(Greenwich) by 4 to 2. On the 6th ulto,, West Norwood defeated
Bohemians by 6 to 2 ; and on the 7th, they drew with Nightingale Lane,
each scoring 4. The same evening, North Kensington defeated Acton
by 9} to 2.

The Willis Street Chess Club (Poplar) has just finished its annual
Tournament, first prize in which has been won for the fourth consecutive
time by Mr. C. Lewis. A very successful Handicap, in four sections, has
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also beén in progress, the result in final play-off being that J. Briggs (section
2) was 2, R. Tucker (section 3) 1}, G. Guttridge (section 4) 14, and C.
Lewis (section 1) 1. According to rule Mr. Lewis will shortly have to leave
the club, his age being over 21, the age limit. In match play so far the
lads have had a heavy campaign, winning 3 matches and losing 6. They
play in the League Competition more for practice than with any hope
of winning.

A new club has recently been formed called the Kennington Chess
Club. Its list of members is at present limited, but recruits are coming in,
and the secretary trusts that by next year the club will be able to take part
in match play, and issue a match card. Gentlemen willing to join the club
are requested to write to Mr. Arthur W. Nott. 257, Brixton Road, S.E.

London Chess League.—Play in all divisions of the League Compe
tition has proceeded steadily up to the time of the Christmas holidays.

In the “A” division the following matches have been played. On -
the 3oth November, East London beat Athenzum by 12 to 8; and the
same evening Metropolitan beat North London by 1o} to 8%, with 1 game
unfinished. On December 4th, Hampstead beat Insurance by 124 to 73
" Hampstead has also defeated Ludgate Circus by 10} to 93. On December
4th, North London beat Lee by 123 to 74. On the 6th, Spread Eagle
beat Athenzum by 12 to 8. On December 14th, Metrcpolitan beat
Athenzum by 12 to 8, Ihsurance defeated Lee by 134 to 64, and East
London played West London, with the result that each club scored 8, with
4 games left for adjudication. On the 18th December, Spread Eagle beat
Battersea. The leaders in the “ A” division now are : Metropolitan, 4 out
of 4; and Battersea and Spread Eagle, each 3 out of 3.

In the “C?” division the leaders are Polytechnic, 5 out of 6; and
Ladies, 3 out of 4. In the “D” division the leaders are Local Govern-
ment Board, 2 out of 2; North Kensington, 1 out of 1; and London
County Council, 3 out of 4.

NORTHERN COUNTIES CHESS UNION.

The committee appointed to manage the business of the N.C.C.U.
until the first annual general meeting in April next, met at ILeeds,
on Saturday, December 2nd, for the purpose of arranging the programme
for the present season. Mr. A. E. Moore (chairman), Manchester,
presided, and after a most satisfactory conference of nearly three hours
duration, it was decided : —

(1) To challenge the Midland Counties Chess Association to a match
with 100 players a-side—with 10 reserves. The contest to
take place at York or Leeds, some Saturday between March
3rd and April 7th.

(2). To challenge the Southern Counties Union to a match by
correspondence, with 5o players on each side.
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To hold a Congress in Manchester, commencing on Easter Monday,
and to play thereat two tournaments, viz. :—

(3) Northern Counties’ Championship Tournament — for first-class
players.—First prize, value £10; second, value £s; third,
value £3; entrance fee 10/6.

Tournament for Second-class Players. — First prize,
value £6; second, value £4; third, value £2; entrance
fee s5/-.

Play in these contests will proceed under a time-limit of 20 moves an
hour, and will be governed by the British Chess Code, which was formally
adopted as the authority under which all competitions of the Union
shall be conducted. To carry out the Manchester Congress successfully,
the help and co-operation of the Lancashire County Chess Association
has been invited.

INTER-CoUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP CONTEST.— After considerable dis-
cussion of this important subject, it was decided to institute a Competition,
whereupon Mr. A. E. Moore most generously offered to present a trophy,
value twenty guineas, to be held by the accredited representative of the
winning county. To secure the best working results possible the hon.
secretary was instructed to invite the officials of each County Association
to submit suggested rules to govern the contest; the playing teams to
consist of not less than 2o players, with 4 reserves, nor more than 30, with
6 reserves. In counties where no Cournty Association exists, the suggestions
of clubs affiliated to the Union will be invited. B

NatioNaL CHEss UNIoON.—On the proposal of Mr. Charles Platt
(Cumberland), seconded by Mr. Rhodes Marriott (Cheshire), the
following resolution was unanimously carried :—* 1'hat this Union
will co-operate heartily in any effort made by the Southern
Counties Union, or the Midland Counties Association, to establish
a National Chess Union, and appoints Messrs. A. E. Moore, R.
Marriott, C. Platt, and I. M. Brown to represent the N.C.U. at
any conference that may be called.”

The following gentlemen were nominated vice-presidents, and further
appointments will be made shortly by Cumberland, Lincolnshire, West-
morland, and Durham :—Mr. Louis Zollner (Newcastle), Colonel T. E.
Vickers (Sheffield), the Right Hon. G. W. Balfour, M.P. (Leeds), Mr. A.
E. Moore (Manchester), Mr. Amos Burn (Liverpool), Mr. A. Solly
(Macclesfield), and Sir George Newnes, Bart.

THE CoNGRrESS.—At a meeting of the Lancashire Chess Association
Executive, held in Manchester, on December 1gth, it was decided that
every effort should be made to render the Congress a success, and the
following local committee was appointed : Messrs. A. E. Moore, J. P. Ken-
rick, H. L. Overton, W. B. Shaw, Dr. Wahltuch, and T. A. Farron, hon. sec.

NatioNaL UNION.—We are pleased to report that representatives
have been appointed by the Southern Counties Union and the Midland
Counties Association, and that a Conference will shortly be held in London
or Birmingham. Messrs. J. H. Blake, W. W. White, Doctor Hunt, and
another gentleman will represent the S.C.C.U.
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GAME-ENDINGS.

From a match Leeds z. Bradford, From a match Manchester ». Brad-
played at Leeds, Nov. 22nd, 1899. ford, played at Manchester, Dec gth.

Position after Black’s 24th move:— Position after Black’s 27th move:—
K—B sq. R-—B sq.
BLACK (MR. J. A. WOOLLARD, BRADFORD). BLACK (MR. J. E. HALL, BRADFORD).
WHITE (MR. F. P. WILDMAN, LEEDS). WHITE (MR. W. TURNER, MANCHFISTER),
The continuation was: 25 R x Continued with 28 P—R

B,KxR; 26 B—K 6ch, K-B3; R—B 7; 29 P—Q Kt 3 L’-—K
27 Q—R 4ch, P—Kt 4; 28Q—R 5; 30 R—Q 2, RxPch!; 31 Rx
6ch, KxP; 28 Q—R 6ch, KxP; R, QxP ch, K—R sq; 32 R—
29 R—Bsqch,K—K 5; 30 QxP, B 8 ch, K—R 2; 33 QxR ch,
K—Q 6; 31 Q—B 4, Q x P. White and maes next move.

mates in three.

OBITUARY.

We greatly regret to see a brief announcement in the Deutsche Schack-
zeitung that Dr. Max l.ange died unexpectedly on December 8th, at
Leipzic, in the 67th year of his age. No particulars are given, but a full
obituary notice will appear in the next issue. At his funeral, on December
11th, Dr. von Gottschall pronounced a last farewell to the deceased chess
master, and in the name of the Augnstea Club laid a wreath upon his bier.

CORRESPONDENCE.

ENGLAND vErRsus SCOTLAND.
To THE EDITOR OF THE 5.C.M.
SIrR
' Now that International contests in all branches of sport have come
to be considered as a sine gua non, 1 should like, with your permission, to bring
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before the chess public the desirability of instituting an international chess
match between England and Scotland.

I have often mentioned the subject in private, but have always been met
with the objections that Scotland would have no chance whatever against the
sister country, and, that it was extremely questionable whether, in view of the
relative strengths of the two countries, England would condescend to play us.

As to the first objection, it goes, of course, without saying that the great
superiority, at the present time, of England over Scotland in chess, must, at
first, make our chances of success practically »#/; but, in my opinion, the
immense impetus which the game would receive in this country from the
institution of an international match, would have the effect of so improving
chess play in Scotland, that in a few more years the result would be by no
means a foregone conclusion. The whole history of international contests
shews that however inferior at first one country may be to the other, the
commencement of the *levelling up ” process synchronises with the institution

. of these contests.

The second objection seems to me to be premature, as we have yet to learn
that England will decline to play us. She has never, so far as I know, declined
to take part in an international contest on this ground, and, she is not, I think,
likely to do so now.

The matter has only to be taken up by *“those in authority” in the two
countries, in order to bring about the institution of a match, which would in the
long run, I venture to think, be looked forward to by chess players in both
countries with even more interest than the cable match with the United States,

Yours truly,
W. M. WHITELAW.

EDINBURdH,
11tk December, 1899.

[We commend Mr. Whitelaw’s proposal to the careful consideration of the
officials of the Scottish Chess Association. There is no doubt
that a match England v. Scotland would give immense impetus to the
game in both countries. - Ep. B.C.M.]

ON THE THEORY OF THE GIUOCO PIANO.

TRANSLATED FROM THE Schachfreund.

FTER the moves 1 P—K 4, P—K 4; 2 Kt—K B 3, Kt—Q B 3;

3 B—B 4, B—B 4; 4 P—B 3, it is mostly usual to play 4...,

Kt—B 3 (the older defence, 4..., P—Q 3 might, however, be

¥ == safer). Hereupon generally follows 5§ P—Q 4 (White can also,
continue the attack by 5 Castles), PxP; 6 Px P, B—Kt 5 ch. Until a
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few years ago 7 B—Q 2 was almost always played here. Black, however,
can then nearly obtain equality by 7..., BxB ch; 8 Ktx B, P—Q 3, &c.
(if 8..,P—Q 4; 9 PxP, K Ktx P ‘White indeed is given an isolated
Pawn. but by 10 Q —Kt 3 he gains a not to be depreciated attack).
Besides, by 7..., KtxK P; 8 BxB, KtxB; 9 BxP ch (more cautious
would be 9 Q—Kt 3, P——Q 4; Qx Kt, &ec.), K x B; 10 Q—Kt 3 ch, P—
Q4; 11 Kt—K 5chy K—K 3; 1z QxKt, P—B 4; 13 Q—R 4, Q—
Kt 3; as given by C. von Schmidt, Black can introduce complications
whose results have not yet been determined.

Of another possible continuation at White’s 7th move, namely Kt—
B 3, instead of B--Q 2, the Handbuck only says that after the moves 7...,
K KtxP; 8 Castles, Bx Kt; g Px B, P—Q 4; and then Castles, Black
BLACK. has a Pawn to the good. Steinitz,
as is well known, in this position
attempted the sacrifice 10 B—R 3,
PxB; 1t R—K sq. Black can
now play in various ways, but since
aat least he can retain the Pawn by
, B—K 3; 12 RxKt, Q—Q 4;
followed by Castles Q R, as played
by Lasker against Steinitz, the latter’s
invention must be considered as-at

least unpractical.

After the above introduction of
the main variation the position stands
as given in the annexed diagram.
For the illustration of the theoretical
value of this recently become

WHITE. interesting variation, two consul-
tation games were played in November, 1899, at the Vienna Club (both
starting from the position on the diagram), which we give with the
accompanying notes.

GAME No. 1,839.

WHITE, BLACK.  aeveer seenenns Almost compulsory : if
- H. HamriscH and H. FAHUNDRICH and Q—K 2; g Castles, or if 8..., Kt—R
S. ALAPIN. A. NEUMANN. 4 ; then 9 Q--Q 4.
1 P—K 4 1 P—Kg4
2 Kt—K B 3 z Kt—Q B 3 12 gilé ]jt 12 gill)(crch
3 B—Bg4 3B-Bg4
4 P—B 3 4 Kt—B 3 Here may be considered
5 P—Q 4 s PxP 10..., BxBch; 11 QxB, Kt—K 2;
6 PxP 6 B—Kt < ch 12 Castles K R, P—Q3; 13 Kt—Q 4;
—Rts5c Castles; 14 P—B 4, &c.~ Whether
7 Kt—B 3 7 KtxK P White’s attack is worth the lost Pawns
8 P—Q 5  (Sec Diagram). may be doubted.

Alapin maintained that *““this move 11 K—B sq

affords in any case more attack to the Less promising would be 11 B—K
‘first player than the usual continuation

2, BxBch; 12 Q x B, Kt—Kt X
8 Castles, but it costs more sacrifices.” ’ 3 12 Qx B, 5 &

8 Ktx Kt 11 BxR
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.............. He might also play 11...,
BxB; 12Qx B, Q-Kt g, &c.

White had here various interesting
continuations to choose from, e.g., 19
BxKt P, then R—Q 8ch; 20 Q xR,

12 QxB 12 Castles RxQch; 21 K—K 2, K—Bz (hest,
............ In consideration of having igr_lé s(c?—% Iz(’t—f}z{ l;:nlé ‘6"1:115 c:lz’

I3

14
15
16

19

the exchange and three Pawns ahead,
Black now decides upon the sacrifice
of a piece, in order to weaken the
hostile attack. Otherwise there might

KxR, Q—Q 3ch; 23 K—K 2, Q--
Q4; 24 Kt—K 5¢ch, K—K 2; 25
R—Q 3, Q—K 5 ch, followed by Q x
R P, &c. White could also have played

ensue: I12..., Q—K 5; 13 QxP,

QxBch; 14 K—Ktsq, R—Bsq; 15 19 Rx P ch. B

B—R 6, Q—Kt 5; 16 P—K R 4, 19 Q—Bsq

gt—lg sq;h 117{K—;{R 2, P;K}tg; 1(81 ............... Much better than Q x P.
—K sq ch, Kt—Kk 3; 19 P X Krt, an

White has a strong attack. Or [,2..., z0 B—B6 20 R—Q 8

Kt—Q sq; 13QxP, R—B sq; 14 2T Q—K5?

B—R 6, P—K B3; 15QxRch, Qx
Q; 16 BxQ, KxBj; 17 Kt—Q 4,
P—Q 3 (P—Kt 3 better [translator]);
18 P—B 4 (Kt—Kt ;5 better), &c.

P x Kt 13 QPxP

everaeeieres Kt Px P would present
more difficulties to White, though the
Black passed Pawns would not"stand
so well together.

B—B 3
BxB
P—K R4

14 B—K 3
15 PxB
16 Q R—Q sq

......... R—B 5 might also be played.

R—R 3 17 R—Q 2
R—Kt 3

f 18 BxKt P, then Q—Q sq; 19
Kf—Q 4. RxB (P—B 4 looks also
good, as the Kt dare not move [trans-
lator]); 20 KtxK P, Q—B 3; 21

xQ, RxQ; 22 KtxR, KxKt;
with probable drawing chances.

18 K R—Q sq
Kt—K sq

22

Too precipitate. 21 Q—B 3, R (Q
5q)—Q 2; 2z B—K 5, wonld probably
have won by degrees.

21 RxKtch!!
K xR 22 Q—Kt 5 ch

Potition after Black’s 22nd move :

Q—Kt 5 ch.

BLACK (FAHNDRICH AND NEUMANN).

WHITE (HAMLISCH AND ALAPIN),

Here, owing to White exceeding the time-limit, the game was broken

- off. With the best possible moves on either side it would have been a draw,
as follows: 23 K—K 2 (if 23 Q—B 3?, then Q—K 5c¢h; 24 R—K 3,
Q—Kt 8 ch; 25 K—K 2, Q—Q 8 mate), Q—B 5 ch (Q—Q 7 ¢ch; 24
K—B sq. Q—B 8 ch; 25 K—K 2, leads to the same position) ; 24 K—
K sq, Q—B 8 ¢ch; 25 K—K 2, R—Q 7¢ch (Q—AQ 8 ch is no better) ; 26
K—B 3, Q—Q 8 ch; 27 K—B 4, RxPch; 28 R—B 3, RxRch; 29
PxR,PxB; 30 Qx K P ch, and the game is drawn. Other modes of
play for Black result only in perpetual check, or else leave a perpetual check
to the opponent. The ending position is very interesting, and an analysis
leading to a win for Black would be meritorious.
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GAME No. 1,840. -

Giuoco Piano.

WHITE, BLACK.

A. NeEuMaNN and  H. HamLIsCH and

H. FAHNDRICH. S. ALAPIN.

1 P—K g4 1 P—K g4

2 Kt—KB3 2 Kt—QBg3

3 B—By4 3 B—B4

4 P—B3 4 Kt—B 3

5 P—Qg4 5 PxP -

6 PxP 6 B—Kt 5 ch

7 Kt—B 3 7 KtxK P

8 Castles 8 Ktx Kt
............ The adoption of these eight

moves on each side was agreed upon
beforehand. The usual continuation
for Black is 8..., Bx Kt; whereon 9
P—Q 5 (best), B—B 3 [Why not Kt—
K 4?—Translator|; 10 R—K sq, Kt—
K 2; 11 RxKt, P—Q 3; 12 B—K
Kt 5, &c.—according to an analysis of
Moller, of Copenhagen-—and White
has a strong attack for the Pawn. .

9 Px Kt

Ifg R—Ksqch, B—K 2; 10 P x Kt,
P—Q 4, &c. 9 Q—Kt 3 would not
be good, on account of P—Q 4.

9 P—Q 4

............... Steinitz treats of only
9..., BxP; 10 Q—Kt 3, &c.; and 9...,
B—K 2; 10 P~Qg5, &c. The text
move, however, must be refuted tefore
8 .., Kt x Kt is rejected.

10 B—Q Kt 5

10 R—K ¢q ch, B—K 2; 11 B—Q
3, seems to us to give the besl prospect
of an attack. Also might be con-
sidered 10 Px B, PxB; 11 R—K sq
ch, Kt—K2; 12Q—K 2, B—K 3;
13 B—Kt 5, Q—Q 4; 14 Bx Kt, Kx
B; 15Q—B 2, &c.

10 B—K 2

............... [1t maybe concluded that
Black thought B x P too dangerous, the
reply probably being B—R 3, with an
overwhelming attack if the B captured
the Rook.—Translator. ]

11 BxKtch 11 PxB
12 Kt—K 5 12 B—Q 2

13
14
15

16

17
18

19
20

21

22

............... P—Q B 4 would be bad,
on account of 13 Kt—B 6, and then
Ktx B.

P—K B 4 13 Castles
P—B ;s 14 P—B 3
Kt—Kt 6

This merely apparent brilliant sacri-
fice leads to an exchange, which really
eases the defence. We should have
preferred 15 Kt—Q 3, followed by
P—Kt 4 and Kt—B 4. White could
afterwards by P—Q R 4 and B—R 3,
have planted his Kt on Q B 5.

15 Px Kt
PxP 16 B—K sq

............... The piece could not be
retained, for after 16..., R—K sq; 17
Q—R 5,B—K 3; 18 Q—R 7 ch, K—
Bsq; 19 B—R 6, PxB; 20 White
mates in two moves.

Q—R 5 17 BxP
QxB 18 Q—K sq -
Q—Kt 4 19 B—Q 3

B—Q 2

Somewhat better was 20 B—R 6,
Q—B2; 21 B—B 4, &c.

20 Q—K 5
Q—Q7
The exchange of Queens was pre-
ferable, since Black henceforth has the
attack. If 21 QxQ, PxQ; 22 B—
K 3, P—K B 4; 23 P—Kt 3, Black
would have had much more trouble to

win.
21 Q—K 7
QR—Qsq
22QxP(B6), QxB; 23Qx P ch,
K—R 2; 24 R—B 3, P—Kt 3; would
be of no avail, but 22 B—B 4 was
worthy of consideration.

22 P—QBg4
KR—Ksq 23 Q—R 4
P—Kt 3 24 PxP
PxP - 25 QR—K sq
RxR
A2
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The last hope; Black threatened

R—K 7.
26 QxR ch
27 B—K sq
Position after White’s 27th move :—
B—K sq.

30 Q—R 5ch 30

27 RxR

.............. If 27..., QxP ch; 28

B—B 2, and White had still chances

of a draw.

28 QxR ch

29 K—Kt 2

If 29 Q—K 3, then B—Kt 5, with
general exchanges.

29 QxP
K—Kt sq
B—B sq
K—R 2z

28 K—R 2

31 Q—K 8ch 31
32 Q—K 6 ch 32

33 Q—Bsch 33 K—R 3

34 K—R3 34 B—Q 3

35 P—Kt g4 35 Q—K 4!
36 Q—B 2 36 P—Q ;3

37 P—R 4

White played this on the last chance
of 37..., P—Q B 4; in which case,
38 Q--R 4 ch, K—Kt 3; 39 b—
Kt 3, &c.
37 P—Kt4
38 Resigns.

THE SCOTCH GAMBIT.

The Brighton Seciely proposes to give, from time to time, positions
which, so far as the editor 1s aware, have not been sufficiently analysed, or
the analysis of which has not been published in accessible form. Dr. Hunt
goes on to say :—Frequently moves are given in books as being bad, and
are consequently avoided by those players who know the ‘books,” but
such players can give no reason for thus avoiding them, and when such

BLACK.

_ WHITE,
Wkiic to play and win the exchange.

moves are made against them are un-
able to take advantage of their
weakness. We commence with a
variation of the “ Scotch Gambit,”
one which, through its not often being
played by first-rates, at all events in
match games, very often trips up good

players. The opening moves are:
WHITE. BLACK.

1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4

2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 3

3P—Qg4 3 PxP

4 B—B4 4 B—Bg

5 Kt—Kt g 5 Kt—R 3

6 Q—R ;5 6 Q—K 2!

7 Castles 7 P—Q 3

Note first tha

-

Black cannot
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play 6 Kt—XK 4, because 7 Kt—K 6 wins a piece for White. Neither can
he play 6 Castles, because White replies with 7 Bx P ch. The point,
however, is as to' White’s 8th move. ' The “books” say P—B 4 is bad,
but why should it be so? We give a diagram of the position after this
move is made, and ask our readers to study the position for themselves,
By doing so they will learn and remember much more than if they simply
read over the analysis of others.

Black wins the exchange thus: 8..., B—K Kt 5; g Q—R 4, B—K
7; 10 BxB, P—K 6 dis. ch; 11t K—R sq, PxB; 12 R—K sq, Kt—Q
5, &c. Itis not all, however, plain sailing for Black, since White gets a
very strong attack, either by 13 Kt—Q B 3, giving up the exchange at
once, or by 13 Kt—Q R 3, BxKt; 14 Px B, Kt—Q 5; 15 B—K 2. In
either case, however, Black by careful play can maintain the advantage.

Harking back a few moves in this variation, we stated that if Black
play 6..., Castles ; White gets a winning attack by 7 Bx P ch. There is a
pitfall here too, it may be well to point out. If Black reply 7 , K—R
sq, White’s continuation is not the brilliant one of 8 Kt x P, Rx B; 9 B x
Kt, PxB; 10 Q xR, for by 10..., Q—K 2, Black gets the better game.
The winning continuation for White is 8 B—Kt 6, by which Black’s K R
* P falls, and the exposed King is in an untenable position.

Our experience leads us to believe that the best form of defending
the *‘gambit” is to proceed as in the following game till the 8th move,
when Black ought to proceed by B—Q 2, preparatory to Castling on the
Queen’s side. He will, of course, be exposed to a strong attack, but he
can maintain his Pawn p/«s, and ultimately remain with the better game.

We are indebted to the Pa/l Mall Gazette for the score and notes of

the following excellent practical example of 1)r. Hunt’s article. The game
was played in a recent London chess league match.
GAME No. 1,841.
Scotch Gambit.
Notes By I. GUNSBERG. 7 P—Q 3
WHITE. BLACK. 8 P—KR3 8 Kt—K 4
Dr. HunT, Mr. O. C. MULLER, : .
North London Club. Aetropolitan Club. nghtm thehv:':.;‘ 00; l?iepl:(;\lrgﬁc::;
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4 White K BP. The way White has
2 KKt—B 3 2 QKt—B 3 conducted the opening has made
P—Q PxP Black’s position rather uncomfortable.
3 4 3 Perhaps B—Q 2, with a view to Cas-
4 B—B 4 4 B—B 4 tling Q R even at the expense of the K
5 Kt—Kts 5 Kt—R 3 B P, would have given him a safer
6 Q—R 5 6 Q—K 2 game.
7 Castles 9 B—Kt 3 9 Q—B3

If 7 KtxBP, KtxKt; 8 BxKt, ... This move gets the Queen

QxB; 9 QxB, P—Q 3; White,
although he has got his Pawn back,
and he can always do that in somewhat
similar form, has nevertheless lost all
attack. Castling is therefore pre-
ferable,

into hot water soon, and does not in
any way promote Black’s safety. He
could have stopped the dreaded ad-
vance of the K B P by playing P—
Q 6, and the latter move might perhaps
have given Black time to play Kt—
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Kt sq, with a view to playing Kt—K 16 Px P 16 QxQP
B 3, thereby relieving the pressure on 17 R—K 6 -
his King’s side. - .
White, by his excellent active play,

10 P—_K B4 10 B—Q 2 has taken s fplendid advantage of the
11 Kt—Q 2 weakness of Black’s defence, which
seems to be more pronounced lhan
Now he threatens 12 P x Kt, P—Q was generally imagined.
6 dis. ch; 13 K—R sq! He could 17 Q—Q sq
not do this on the previous move as
the Rook was undefended. 18 Q—R 5ch 18 K—Q 2
........... The enemy is disorganised,
11 Q—Kt 3 and therefore the battle is won. If
12 Q—R 4 12 Kt—B 3 K—Bsq, 19 Rx Kt, B—K sq; 20 Q-
13 Kt(KtS)—B3 13 P—B 4 Kt 5, winning.

19 R—K 5
Excellently played. White threatens
mate in two moves, by 20 E—K 6 ch,

............... Going from bad to worse,
but Black could not permit White to

play P—Bs. followed by Kt—B 4.
14 R—K sq 14 Kt—K 2 19 Bx Kt
15 P—K 5 15 B—B 3 20 B—K 6 ch 20 Resigns.

Before leaving the ‘‘Scotch Opening” we would shortly refer to a
more fashionable form of the opening where players sometimes come to
grief, and as an illustration take a game played by Mr. Elson and Mr. I. M.
Brown (British Chess Magazine, 1893). The game proceeded 1 P—K g4,
P—K4; 2Kt—K B3 Kt—QB3; 3P—Q 4, PxP; 4 KtxP, Kt—
K B 3; 5 KtxKt, Kt PxKt; 6 B—Q 3, P—Q4; 7P—K 5,Ktv Kts;
8 Q—K 2(?),B—QB4; 9 Castles. This looks a natural move, but it
loses the game, as the continuation shows: ¢ Q—R 5; 10 B—K B 4, Kt
xBP; 11 B—Kt 3, Kt—Q 5 dis. ch; 12 B—B 2, BxBch; 13 R x B,
QxR ch 14 QxQ, Kth, and wins.

In the foregoing variation White could much have improved on his

7th move, making use of a line of play adopted by Senor Golmayo against
Capt Mackenzie, viz.: 7 PxP,PxP; 8 B—Kt 5ch, B—Q 2; g BxB
ch,QxB; 10 Castles, B—K 2; 11 Kt—Q 2, &c,

GAME No. 1,842.

Played (January to September, 1899) by Correspondence, in a Russian
Tournament. Score and Notes translated from ANovoya Vremya.

Two Knights Defence.

Nores By M. TCHIGORIN. 5 Castles 5 B—Bg4
WHITE. BLACK. 6 P—K 5 6 P—Q 4
M. TcuicoriN. M. B. KoLenko. .~ At the Buda-Pesth
_ 1 P—-K Tournament, 1896, in the play-off for
! II; KK4B 2 Kt—Q4B first and second prizes with M.
2 Kt— 3 3 Charousek, I twice adopted this varia-
3 B—B 4 3 Kt—B 3 tion, in the one playing B—Kt 5, and

4 P—Q 4 4 PxP in the other 7 P x Kt. In both of these
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Iwon. It has also fallen to me in
this correspondence tournament to
win two more games at the same
opening. These games have confirmed
my opinion, based partly on practice
and partly on analytical research, that
the advantage rests with White, and
not as so many think with Black.

B—Q Kt 5 7 Kt—K 5
Ktx P 8 Castles
Kt x Kt 9 PxKt
BxP 10 B—R 3
QxP

In annotating my game with

Charousek, which this one follows,
a critic in the Schacimatny Journal
considers that Black has now a clear
win, and should play (not as Charousek
did, QxQ) “11..., BxR; and after
12 Q xKt, B—R 3, White,” he says,
“must play 13 Kt—B 3 to avoid
mate” (?); on which he continues
“13..., R—Kt sq; 14 Q—K Kt 4,
P—K B4; 15 Q—Kt 3. R—Kt 3;
16 B—Q 5 ch, K—Rsq; 17 B—Kt 3,
P—K B 5, and White cannot take
this Pawn without the loss of a piece,
whereupon the superiority of Black’s
position is appareat.”

11 BxR

«:eveereernene. My game with Charousek
was continued 11...,, QxQ; 12 Bx Q,
QR—Qsq; 13P—QB4,RxB; 14
PxR,BxR; 15 KxB, KtxK B P;
16 Kt—B 3, Kt—Q 6; 17 K—K 2,
KtxK P; 18B—K B4, R—K sq;
19 BxKt, Rx Bch; 20 K—Q 3, R—
R4; 21 K—Byg, B—Bsq; 22 P—
KR3 R—R5ch; 23 K—Q 3, R—
K B4; 24R—Ksq, R—B7; 25 R—
K2, RxR; 26 KxR. It was con-
tinued till the 45th move, White
winning, planting his King, eventually,
on Q B 6, in order to support the
advance of the Q and Q Kt Pawns.

Qx Kt 12 B—R 3
Kt—B 3

This move is not forced—I played it
in order to let my opponent follow the
‘“recipe ” of the Schachmatny Journal
up to and including move 15. In a
more serious game I should play
otherwise.

13 R—Kt sq
Q—K Ktg4 14 P-KBgy
Q—Kt 3 15 R—Kt 3
B—R 6

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

21

Position after White’s 16th move :—
B—R 6.
BLACK (M. KOLENKO).

WHITF (M. TCHIGORIN).

This move takes all the ‘¢ music”
out of the criticism quoted. But to
test his variation—16 B—Q 5 ch, K—
R sq; but instead of 17 B—Kt 3, play
17 B—K Kt g5, and if P—K B 3, play
not Q—R 4 (which the critic notes
“17), but 18 Qx P (with a note of
interrogation ?). There is nothing to
be feared, e.g., 18..., RxQ; 19 Bx
Q; and whether Rx B P or Bx P ch,
there is nothing good for Black.
The position was well examined by
me, with M. Schiffers and others,
and we found nothing.

16 R—B 2

............... This move was obvious,
and with it White wins back the
exchange and remains in a superiority

of Pawns.
B—Kt 5 17 BxPch
............... If 17 B—K 2, then 18
R—Qsq, Q—K Bsq; 19 P—K 6, &c.
QxB 18 QxB
B—Q s 19 B—Kt 2
Kt—-K 4 20 Q—Kt 3
BxRch 21 QxB
Kt—Kt 5 22 Q—Kt 3
Q—Q 2 23 Q—K sq
R—Q sq 24 B—B 3
Q—Q 3 2;: P-KR 3
Q—B 4ch 26 Resigns.
............... For if K—R sq, 27 R—

Q8, PxKt; 28RxQ, BxR; 29
QxBP, &c.
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GAME No. 1,843.

Played in a Russian Correspondence Tourney, December, 1898—
April, 1899.

Kieseritzky Gambit.

NoTES BY Jas. MAsoN.

WHITE. BLACK.
. B. ScHaAwrow. M. W, TERLETZKI.
P—K 4 1 P—K g4
P—K B 4 2 PxP
Kt—K B 3 3 P—KKtg4
P—K R4 4 P—Kt g
Kt—K 5 5 B—Kt 2

veerereeene. Making Paulsen’s Defence,

considered best in this gambit, through
..., Kt—K B 3, usually comes to the
same thing.

P—Q4

If6 KtxKtP? P—Qgq'!': 7 P—
K5 P—Q5; 8P—Q3 P—KRg;
Black would have a Pawn more, and
the superior position. Or, in this, if
White retires 7 Kt—B 2, Black replies
7..., Kt—K 2; and soon Castles, with
various attacking advantages. Then,
again, if 7 Px P2, of course 7..., Q—
K 2+!; and White’s Knight would be
lost—as if his King were to go out, it
would be at risk of mate. And so
in a multitude of variations, after 6
Kt x Kt P?, White is the defending
party, scarcely able to hold his own—
hence the move in the text.

6 Kt—K B 3
7 Ktx Kt P 7 KtxK P
8 BxP
Rather 8 B—Q 3, first getting rid of
the Knight. However, Black does
not make the most of this premature
capture ; and so matters go very
smoothly for his adversary.
8 Q—K 2
9 Kt=K 3
Sez Diagran.
9 Kt—Kt 6
.............. Better 9..., Q—Kt 5+

10 Kt—Q 2, QxQ P; orif 10 P—B
3, then 10..., Qx Kt P; and, though
11 Q—Kt 4, K—Bsq, &c., would need
very careful handling, Black should
weather all complications, with a Pawn
or more in his tavour.

10

II
12
13
14
15

16
17

18

19 Q

20

Q—Kt4

Very good. This way White can
afford a Pawn or two, as well as the
exchange, for the promise of attack
upon his adversary’s very undeveloped

position. .
10 BxP
Qx Kt 11 BxP
BxP 12 P—Q 3
BxP 13 Q—K 3
B—K 2 14 Kt—B 3
Castles ! 15 BxR
........... Now he has the exchange;

but in what a miserable situation!
And it seems all virtually forced from
his unfortunate gth move.
B—R 5 16 Kt—Q sq
P—B 3 17 Q—K5
.............. There is nothing good ;
and perforce he must play badly. At
this point Kt—Kt 4, with perhaps
later R—K sq. was threatening. A
curious and instructive little game.

Kt—Q 2 18 Q—Q6

—K s5ch 19 B—K 3

RxP!! 20 Resigns.

Position after White’s gth move : —
Kt—K 3.

BLACK (MR. TERLETZKI).

WHITE (DR. SCHAWROW).
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1,844.

Played by correspondence in a Russian Tourney, Jan.—July, 1899.

Ruy Lopes.

NoTEs By Jas. MasoN.
WHITE. BLACK.

M. A. KLASSEN. M. P. PErwWAGO.

1 P—K g4 1 P—K 4

2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—QB 3

3 B—Kts 3P—QR3

4 B—R 4 4 Kt—B 2

5 Kt—B 3 5 P—Q3
............... Doubtful, though fash-

ionable. White may well exchange,

6
7

II

12

doubling the Pawns for the ending ;
perhaps all he should look for in this
version of the Lopez.

P—Q4 6 B—Q 2
P—Qs

A sort of move to be generally
avoided. It seriously weakens the

centre againstthe very probableadvance
of adverse King Bishop Pawn, while
it also blocks the important diagonal
upon which he means to post his King
Bishop.

7 Kt—K 2
B—Kt 3 8 Kt—Kt 3
Castles 9 Kt—Kt 5
Kt—K 2 10 P-K R 4
Cevreneenan ...Playing with much confi-
dence. Of course White should not

take tne Knight presently offered,
without c/early seeing how the resulting
attack upon his King is to be with-
stood.

P—-KR3 11 Q—K2

See Diagram.
Px Kt

No doubt 12 B—Kt 5, to close out
the Black Queen, would be better.
There is no occasion to take this
Knight, except that it is “in take,”

14
L)
16
17
18

and the opering of the Rook file is
far from prudent — if not certainly
fatal.

12 PxP

Kt—Kts 13 Kt—B 5

............... M. Perwago sees his way
clearly enough, and makes the most
of his opportunities. When the Queen
reaches the Rook file, it is really alj
over. Nothing can save White’s game,

Ktx Kt 14 QxKt(Kt s5)
Kt—K 2 15 Q—R ;5
P—B 3 16 Px P!
R—K sq 17 PxP
Resigns.

Mate inevitatle. Black managed
so as to hold the King at Kt sq, either
to mate him there, or to be able to
check at R 7 and make another Queen
—mating shortly afterwards.

Position after Black’s 11th move :—
" Q—K 2.

BLACK (M. KLASSEN).

WILTE (M. PRRWAGO).
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GAME No. 1,845.

Played recently in Vienna. Score from the Moscow Gazelte.

Ruy Lopes.

NoOTEs BY Jas. MasoN.
WHITE. BLACK.
M. A. NEUMANN. M. BANNET.
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—QB 3
3 B—Kt s 3 P—QR3
4 B—R 4 4 P—Q3
5 P—Q4 5 B—Q 2
6 PxP

A ““trappy” variation of this sort
of Lopez may run somewhat as follows:
6 Castles, P—Q Kt 4; 7 B—Kt 3, Px
P; 8 KtxP? KtxKt; 9 QxKt,
P—Q B4 !; and the Bishop at Kt 3
will be lost for a couple of Pawns.
This often comes about from a trans-
position of moves, White advancing
his Queen Pawn after having Castled.

6 KtxP
7 B—K Kt 5

............... If anxious to exchange,
he might better continue 7..., Ktx
Kt+; and if 8 Q x Kt, then 8..., Q—
B 3, if not 8., Kt—B 3, with a safe
game. Black plays too much with
the same pieces, and finds himself in
difficulties accordingly.

Ktx Kt !

A brilliant coup,—apparently quite
surprising to his opponent! And a
practically - sound venture withal.
Black must take the Queen or lose
a piece of course,

8 BxQ
BxPch 9 K—K 2

BxKt!

See Diagram.
10 K—B 3

............... If he takes either Bishop
or Knight, then equally 11 B—Kt 5+,
and White will come out a Pawn to
the good, at least. But the obvious
resource seems to be 10...,, P—K R 3;
allowing three pieces for the Queen, on
the very likely chance of recovering

12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19

20
21
21

one of them in later complications.
As it goes there is clear loss ol a Pawn,
with the King dangerously far afield.

B—Kts ch! 11 KxB
Kt—B 7ch 12 K—B 3
KtxQ 13 RxKt
B—Kt3! 14 B—R 4
Kt—B 3 15 P—B 3
P—Kt3ch 16 K—B6
B—B 4

White plays admirably. But Black
ventures much ; actually falling into a
mate,—in his efforts to avoid an ending
in which he would be a P'awn to the
bad.
’ 17 B—K 2?
B—K2ch 18 K—Kty
BxB 19 KxR

............... Not to spoil a preity
termination ; the proper thing in a
desperate case.

B—B3ch 20 KxP
K—K 2 21 K—R 6
R mates.-

Position after White’s 1oth move :—

BxKt!

BLACK (M. BANNET).

WHITE (M. NEUMANN).
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GAME No. 1,846.

Played in the Haupt-turnier of the Riga Chess Association, October
28th, 1899. Rigaer Tageblalte.

Ruy Lopes.

WHITE. BLACK.
M. T. MULLER. M. C. BEHTING.
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 3
3 B—Kts =~ 3 Kt—KB3
4 Castles 4 Ktx P
5 R—K sq 5 Kt—K B 3
.................... Kt-—Q 3 is the usual

noticed in our last issue.

Mr.

I
2

3
4

5
6

move, and leads to the variation played
in the Cole ». Ward game, and also
in some of the games of the last cable
match, vide B.C. M., May, 1899. The
move in the text leads to a compressed
position.

Ktx P

This seems preferable tothe variation
given the Handbuch: 6 BxKt, Q Px
B; 7 RxPch, B—K2; 8 Q—K sq,
P—K R3; 9 P—Q B 3, Kt—Q 2;
10 R—K 2.

: 6 B—K 2
P—Q 4 7 Castles
Kt—Q B 3 8 B—Kt s

............... Black is in an awkward
position. The advance of the Q P is
impossible,and a Pawn would belost by

10
II
12

13
14

15
16

17

8..., Kt xKt; owing to 9 P x Kt, Kt—
Ksq; 10 B—B4, P—Q 3; 11 Bx Kt,
RxB, 12PxP, BxP; 13 RxR ch,
QxR; 14 BxB,PxB; 15QxP.

B—K Kt 5 9 P—QR 3
B—R 4 10 P—Q Kt 4
B—Kt 3 11 B—Kt 2
Kt—Kt 4

The simplest way to win. 12 Kt—Q
5 looks tempting but is not quite sound.

12 Bx Kt

..., B—K 2; then
13 RxB, KtxR; 14 Kt x Kt ch, Px
Kt; 105 BRx Phand wins. If in this
13..., QxR then 14 Kt-—Q 5, Q—

sq; 15 Kt x Kt ch, PxKt; Ig I({th(lz’
9h, K—Rsq; 17 Q—R 5, and mate
In a move or two.

PxB 13 P—Q 4

Q—B 3 14 Kt—K 2
............... Black is powerless and

has no satisfactory defence,

Ktx Kt 15 Kt Px Kt

BxP 16 R—K sq

Q—Kt 3ch 17 Resigns.

GAME No. 1,847.

We extract the following beautiful partie from Blackburne's Games,

It was one of ten played sazs woir by Mr.
Blackburne, at the City of London Chess Club, in 1871. '

Scotch Gambit.

NortEes BY J. H. BLACKBURNE.

WHITE. BLACK.
J. H. BLACKBURNE. Dr. BALLARD.
P—K 4 1 P—K 4
Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 3
P—Q 4 3 PxP
B—QBs4 4 B—Bg4
Kt—Kt 5 5 Kt—R 3
Q—R 5 6 Q—K 2

7 Castles 7 Kt—K 4
8 B—Kt 3 8 P—Q 3
9 P—KR3 9 Kt—Kt sq
10 P-K B4 10 P—Q 6dis. ch
.............. This discovered check is
useless, White to bring his other
Kt into play.
11 K—R 2 11 Kt—K B 3
12 Q—Q sq 12 Q Kt—Ktsch
13 PxKt 13 Ktx P ch

A 2a
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14

15
16

17

18
19

21

Sunday Times.

THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE.

K—Kt 3 14 P—K R4

............... A strong move—threat-
ening P—R 35, which either mates or
wins the Queen.

P—B 15 B—K 6

BxPch 16 K—B sq

Qx Kt

Position after White’s 17th move :—
QxKt!

BLACK (DR. BALLARD).

22
23

24
25

26

27
28

At this stage the game was adjourned
and most of the spectators heid that
White had a los* positivn ; yet not only
did he actually win, but exhaustive
analysis proved that he could do so
in every variation.

21 Q—B 6 ch
Kt—K 3 22 B—Q 2
KxP 23 B—R s

............. Ee should not have tried
to save the advanced Pawn, but with
B—B 3 kept the Kt out of Q 5.

Kt—Qs5 24 Q—Q6
B—Kt6 25 R—R 3

.............. To prevent Kt—K 6 ch
and Kt—K 7 mate !

Kt—K 6 ch 26 K—Kt sq
Kt—K 7ch 27 K—R sq
R—K sq 28 Q—Q 8 ch

............... The only move to prolong
the game. If 28.., QxP; 29 K—
Kt 3, Q-—Q6ch; 30 K—B 2, and
the game cannot be taved.

29 QRxQ 29 PxR (Q) ch

30 RxQ 30 BxR ch
WHITE (MR. J. I BLACKBURNE), 31 K—Kt 3 31 R—R 8

. 32 B—Q 2
When Black made his fifteenth move
he could not have dreamed of this Better than Kt—Kt 5, which only
sacrifice. wins exchange.
17 PxQ 32 B—R 4
BxB 18 Q—K 4 ch 33 B—B 3 33 R—K Kt sq
B—B 4 19 QxKt P 34 P—B6 34 BxB
Kt—Q 2 20 PxP 35 Ktx B ch 35 K—R 2
Kt—B 4 36 P—B 7 and wins.
GAME No. 1,848.

We extract

the following game and notes from the Philudelphia
It was played recently in an exhibition of ten games

sans voir, at the Newark Club, New Jersey, U.S.A.
Queer’s Gambit Declined.

WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. H. N. PILLSBURY.  AMATEUR.
1 P—Qg4 1 P—Q 4

2 P—QBg4 2 P—Kg3

3 Kt—QB3 3P-QBj
4 Kt—B 3 4 B—Q3

5
6

P—K g4 5 Kt—K 2
B—Q 3 6 Castles

Black’s defence, hitherto defective
on second and fourth move, now - be-
comes a downright loss, which Mr.
Pillsbury demonstrates in his happiest
vein.
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P—Ks 7 B—B 2 The only imperfection in the an-
BxP ch 8 KxB nouncement was that it is susceptible
of demonstration in one move less, as

It would have been a above given. Instead of 17 Q x P ch,

shade better to play R—K sq. This
would, however, have bleen a loss
equally,as White would have proceeded
with Kt-—Kt 5, P—K Kt 3 (best),
Q—B 3, &ec.

Kt—Ktgsch 9 K—Kt 3
.............. On K—Kt sq follows the

familiar Q—R 5, although Black can
hold out for some time by R—K sq.

10 Q—Kt 4 10 P-K B 4
11 Q—Kt 3 11 Q—Q 2
12 Q—R 4 and wins.
With this move Mr. Pillsbury

Mr. S. HOLDEN,

O~ O A W N =

O

10
II

T e

electrifid the assembled players by
announcing mate in eight moves. The
modus operandz in seven moves is as
follows, after Black’s 12th move,
BxK P:—13 PxB, R—R s5q; 14 Q
xR, P—B5; 15 Q—R 7 ch, Kx Kt;
16 P—R 4 chy K—Kt 5; 17 Qx Pch,
Kt—Kt 3; 18 Q x Kt mate.

Mr. Dillsbury had probably in his
mind’s eye 17 P—B 3 ch, which would
have made the eight moves.
Position after White’s 12th move:—
QO—R 4.

GAME No. 1,849.

First game concluded (Board 32) in the correspondence match York-
shire 2. Kent, now proceeding with teams of 49 players on each side.
Giuoco Piano.

WHITE. BLACK.

Mr. C. CHAPMAN,

Leeds. St. Mary Cray.
P—K 4 1 P—K 4
Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 3
B—B4 3 B—B 4
P—QBj3 4 Kt—K B 3
P—Q 4 5 PxP
Castles 6 KtxP
PxP 7 B—K 2
P—Qs5 8 Kt—Ktsq
R—K sq 9 Kt—Q 3
B—Kt 3 10 Castles
Kt—B 3

This game should be compared with
Neumann 2. von Cornitz, vide B.C. M.
Guide to the Openings (pp. 5 and 6).
At this stage von Cornitz played Kt—
K sq, and the continuation was: 12
P—Q6,PxP; 13 RxB, QxR; 14
B—Kt 5, Kt—K B 3; 15 Kt—Q 5,

~

Q—Q 53 16 Q—Q 4, Kt—B 3; 17
Q—RK 4, Resigns.

Position after White’s 11th move : —

Kt—B 3.

ARL L VAOE
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11 Kt—B 4 19 Q—R 7

12 P—Q 6 12 BxP . .

; Threatening 20 Kt—B6,Q—Kt 8 ch
13 B—Kt 5 13 B—K 2 and Kt—R 7 mate. Of course if 19...:
14 RxB 14 KtxR Px B, the reply is Kt—B 6 !. Mr.
15 Q—K 2 15 QKt—B 3 Holden’s play in this game shows,
16 R—K s 16 R—K sq without doubt, that he is a close student
17 Kt—Q (; 17 K—B sq of the B C.M. Guide to t/fe Openings.
18 Q—Q 3 18 P—K R 3 19 Resigns.

GAME No. 1,850.

The following interesting game was played in the pending City of

London Chess Club Tournament.

Score and Notes from The Field.
French Defence.

Notes By L. HOFFER. 11 QxQP 11 Q—K 2
WHITE. BLACK. 1z Kt—K 4 .
Mr. A. E. TIETJEN.  Mr. E. O. JoxEs. This is Mr. Tietjen’s discovery, and
1 P—K4 1 P—K 3 a very strong move it is.
2 P—Q 4 P—Q 4 12 PxP
3 Kt—Q B 3 3 Kt—K B 3 13 PxP 13 B—Kt 3
4 P—K3 4 KKt—Q 2 .. Without White’s Kt —
5 P—B 4 5 P—Q B4 K 4, Black could play here Kt x P, with
6 PxP 6 Kt—Q B 3 an overwhelming attack ; but as it is he
7 P—QR 3 7 BxP is compelled to retire B—Kt 3, and the
3 Kt 8 Castl attack is gone, whilst White resumes
Q—Kt 4 astles the offensive with irresistible vigour.
9 Kt—B 3 9 P—B 3 We have examined the sacrifice of the
reeerreeanes We have published before exchange 13.., RxKi, but it is no

I0

a game with the same variation, played
by Professor Brodsky, at Manchester,
which won brilliantly for the defence.
We suspected at the time that the sac-
rifice of the two Pawns was accident
and not design; but Mr. E. O. Jones
informed us that, examining some
variations of the French Defence, he
hit upon this variation, and thought it
might be adopted by Black advanta-
geously. The remarkable point being
that what Mr. Brodsky discovered
accidentally was worked out simulta-
neously by Mr. Jones.

[For two games at this opening see
B.C.M., vol. xvii. (1897), pp. 205-6.
The players were Palmer 2. Brodsky,
and van Lennep 7. E. O Jones.—
Ep. B.C.M.]

QxKPch

Mr. Tietjen, who expected his
opponent to adopt this variation, pre-
pared a counter - plan, entirely and
effectively demolishing the ingenious
discovery, and he consequently accepts

_the proffered sacrifice.

10 K—R sq

14 B—K Kt5s
15 Kt—Q 6

goo either.

14 Q—K sq

Position after White’s 15th move :—
Kt—Q 6.

BLACK (MR. JONES).
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15 Q—R 4

............... Even giving up the Queen
would only yield a short-lived attack,

.., 15..., Kt (Q2)xP;

16 KtxQ,

Ktx Kt ch; 17 Px Kt, Rx Kt ch; 18
K—Qsq, P—KR3; 19 B—Q2, B—
Q3; 20Q—K R34, QR—Qsq; 21
B—Q 3, and wins.

16 P—K R 4

A shorter and more forcible altack
would have been 16 P—K Kt 4. If
16..., Q—Kt 3, then 17 B—Q 3 wins
the Queen, and if 16..., Q X P, then 17
Kt—B 7 ch, RxKt; 18 QxR, P—R
3; 19 Q—K 8 ch, K—R 2; 20 B—Q
3 ch, and mate in three moves.

17 B—K 2
18 Q—Q 2
19 Castles Q R

16 Kt—B 4
17 B—K 3
18 Q—Kt 5
19 Q—R 5

20
21
22
23
24

s

29
B—Kt 5 20 Q—K Kt 5
B x Kt 21 PxB
P—R ;5 22 B—Q 4
P—R 6 23 P—Kt 3
B—B 6 ch 24 RxB

............... If 24..., K—Kt sq, then
25 R—R 4, Q—K 3; 26 Q—Kt 5, and
K x B would be compulsory, because
of 27 Q x P ch, Px Q; 28 P—R 7 mate.

25 Px R 25 Q—K 3
26 Kt—K Kt 26 QxP

27 KR—Bsq 27 Q—K 2
28 QR—Ksq 28 Q—Q B2
29 Q—B 3ch 29 K—Ktsq
30 Kt(Kts5)—B7

A valuable game from a theoretical
point of view, and well played by Mr.
Tietjen besides.

30 Resigns.

GAME No. 1,851.

Played in the pending Tournament of the City of London Chess

Club.

BLACK.
Mr. WoonN.

1 P—K 4

2 Ki—K B 3

3P—Q4

4 KtxP

s B—K3

6 P—Q B3

7 B—Kt 5

Scotck Game.
Notes BY R. TEICHMANN.

WHITE.
Mr. LAWRENCE.

1 P—K 4

2 Kt—Q B 3
3 PxP

4 B—B4

5 Q—B 3

6 KKt—K 2

This move is not as good as B—K
2, as recommended by the books.

8 Castles
9 Ktx Kt

7 Castles
8 P—Q 3

~ An unfavourable exchange, better
would have been 9 BxKt, PxB; 10

Kt—Q 2

10 BxB
11 B—Q 4

9 PxKt

10 PxK B

12

13

14
15
16
17
18

B—K 3 followed by Kt—Q 2 would
still have given White an even game.

11 Q—Kt 3
P--Q Kt 4
A weakening move, and loss of

valuable time. Kt—Q 2 was still
goad enough. ‘

12 P—K B4

vt ee veereeooBlack seizes his oppor-
tunity at once, and from now to the
end has matters all his own way.

P—K 5
Another mistake. The simple Px P

would have given better chances for a
good defence.

13 P—Bg
P—B 3 14 B—R 6
R—B 2 15 PxP
BxP 16 Q R—Q sq
B—Q 4 17 Kt—Q 4
Kt—Q 2 18 KR—K sq
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Kt—K 4 19 B—B 4
Q—K 2 20 P—B 3
R—K sq 21 R—K 3
Q—B 2 22 Q R—K sq
KR—K 2 23 P—QR 3
K—B 2 24 P—KR 3
P—QR3 25 K—R sq
P—B 4 26 Kt—K 6

j+2eveseee... This move, in conjunction
with the following pretty sacrifice of
the exchange, is absolutely decisive,

27 Bx Kt 27 Rx Kt !
28 PxR 28 BxP
29 QxB 29 RxQ
30 B—B 5 30 RxR ch
31t RxR 3t PxP

And Black won.

GAME No. 1,852.

Played in the

Londoh Chess Club.

g

X VNP W N

‘Tournament for the Championship of the City of

Falkbeer Gambit,

Notes BY R. TEICHMANN.

WHITE. BLACK.
. R. LoMAN. Mr. H. W. TRENCHARD.
P—K 4 1 P—Kg4
P—K B4 2 P—Q 4
PxQP 3 P—Kg
P—-Q3 4 Kt—K B 3
PxP 5 KtxP
Q—K 2 6 QxP
Kt—Q 2 7 P—K B4
P-K Kt 4

This attack was introduced by the
great Hungarian player, R. Charousek,
in the Nuremberg Tournament, 1896.
Up to that time it was considered quite
safe to decline the King’s Gambit by
P—Q 4; but this ingenious attack by
Charousek made its soundness again
doubtful. Our opinion is that Black
may get-an even game by the line of
play pointed out in note 2.

8 P—K Kt 3

......... ......A bad move, which loses
at least a Pawn, The correct answer,
which was played by Blackburne, in
Nuremberg, against Charousek, is 8...,
B—K 2; g B—Kt 2, Q-—R 4; 10 Px
P, Kt—-Q 3! (here Blackburne played
Kt—B 3, which is slightly inferior),
and Black should be well able to hold
his own, although the open K Kt file
is dangerous for Black, as he has to
Castle King’s side.

9
10

II

13
14

16

17

18

19
20

B—Kt 2
PxP

Of course, White might have been
satisfied here by winning the Pawn, *
but is quite justified in playing for
attack, as is proved by the sequel.

9 B—K 2

10 PxP
Kt x Kt 11 PxKt
BxP 12 Q—K 3
Kt—B 3 13 Kt—B 3
P—Bj 14 Q—Q 3
P—B 6

A very strong and ingenious move ;
theattack instituted by this is absolutely
sound, and wins very quickly.

15 QxP
B—Kt 5 16 Q—K 3
Castles QR 17 B—Q2
............... With a view to Castling

Queen’s side, but this is frustrated by
White very cleverly. :

RxB! 18 KxR

............... If QxR, then 19 Bx
Kt, PxB; 20 R—Q sq, and wins.
B x Kt ch 19 PxB
Kt—K 5 ch

It is a pity that Mr. Loman here
missed the “strongest continuation,
viz., 20 R—Q sq ch, B—Q 3; 21 Kt
—K 5¢h, K—K sq; 22 Q—R 5 ch,
K-—Bsq; 23 R—Bsq ch, K—K¢ sq ;
24 B—R 6, and wins.

20 K—K sq
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25 Kt—Bg4dis.ch25 K—Q 2
26 Q—B 5 ch
27 R—Q sqch

26 K—Q sq
27 K—K sq

And White mates in three moves.

GAME No. 1,853.

Played in the pending tournament at the City of London Chess Club.
King’'s Bishop's Gambit. ‘

21t Q—Rs5ch 21 K—Bsq
22 BxBch 22 KxB
23 R—K sq 23 QxR P
24 Q—Ktgch 24 K—K sq
NoTtes By R. TEICHMANN,
WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. R. LoMAN. Mr. BArRLOW.
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 P—K B4 2 PxP
3 B—Bg4 3 P—Qy4
4 BxP 4 Q—R 5 ch
5 K—B sq s P—K Kt 4
6 Kt—Q B3 6 B—Kt2
7 P—Q 4 7 Kt—K 2
8 Kt—B 3 8 Q—R 4
9 P-KRg4 9 P-KR 3
10 B—B 4

So far the opening moves are accord-
ing to the books; but White’s last
move, although played before by strong
players, cannot be recommended, as
the retreat of the Bishop involves too
much loss of time, and leaves the
initiative to Black.

10 P—Q B3
K—Ktsq 11 P—Ktgs!
Kt—K sq 12 P—B 6
PxP 13 PxP
B—K 3

QxP,QxQ; 15 Kt xQ, B—Kt 5,

and Black wins a Pawn.

14 R—Kt sq
K—B 2 15 B—Kt 5
KtxP 16 B—B 3
B—K 2 17 Kt—Kt 3
K—K sq 18 Ktx P
Kt x Kt 19 Bx Kt ch
K—Q 2

21

22
23

24
25
26
27
28

29

White has now lost a Pawn, but he
has prospects of attack, and should at
least be able to win his Pawn back.

20 Kt—R 3

............... If 20..., BxB; 21 Qx
B, QxQ; 22 KtxQ, B—Kt 4; 23
Q R—K Kt sq, and White has the
better game.

R—K Ktsq 2r BxB

............ Black has nothing better ;
it appears therefore, that, instead of
Kt—R 3, he should have played Kt—
Q 2, so as to answer R—K Kt sq by
Kt —B 3, and if then P—K 5, Bx B,
holding his Pawn !

RxRch
Q—K Kt sq

22 K—K 2

White is thus able to maintain his
gain and should win with correct
play.

23 RxR
QxR 24 B—B 6
Q—B 8 25 B—Kt 6
QxPch 26 Kt—B 2
K—K Kt sq 27 Q—R 7 ch

K—B sq

A great blunder, of which Black
very cleverly takes advantage. If
White had cimply played K—Q 3,
Black would have been left without
resources. :

28 B—B 5!
R—K sq
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But this feeble move throws away 30 Q x Kt ch 30 K—B sq
the last chance; BxB would have 31 Q—Kt8ch 31 K—Kt2

forced Black to draw the game by
perpetual check, viz.: 29 BxB, Qx 32 Q—Ks5ch 32 K—R2

R ch; 30 K—Q 2, QxP ch, K—B 33 Q—B sch 33 K—Ktsq

sq, and I fail to see any better con-

tinuation for Black than Q—Kt8ch, ... Resigns. The checks are
&e. exhausted, and if 37 R—Q sq, Qx B
ch; 35 K—Kt sq, BxR, and Black

29 Q—B 7! must win.

*.* Want of space compels us to defer the publication of several

interesting articles and reviews until next month.

All communications respecting problems must be addressed to Mr.
B. G. Laws, 21, Nelson Road, Stroud Green, London, N.

With this issue, the first contribution for the New Year’s Problem
Budget, we are pleased to offer the readers of this department our fraternal
wishes for a bright and successful spell. Perhaps “it is not the time for
sermons,” but we think we are not exigent in impressing upon our sup-
porters and ought-to-be-supporters, that they can_ materially assist us in
contributions. ~ Without reflecting upon the good company to be met
in our pages, we should much like to be able to present a more
varied set of names as composers of our problems. We have, it
is true, at least fifty positions unprinted, but as they are the work
mostly of one author, we hesitate to court the criticism that we are
prone to give undue preference to one man. We shall soon be
starting our next Tourney Problems, but we are anxious that our
friends should lend their assistance in the endeavour to keep the
problem pages up to a high standard. Now where are your three-
movers, good two-movers, and excellent four-ers, not forgetting suis?
But don’t let the latter be long!
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ALLIN SoLuTioN ToURNEv.—Score Table up to problems in
September number :—

Od %38 & &8I & October 8 &§B8Z 2R Nov

Score. ¥ X I ¥ XIIY Totals, ¥ ¥ T XY XXX Totals

(8es Nov.)
§‘ East Marden” ...154 ... 444 823215 ..196..3 8 832433 ..230
TA. C. White Cancelled 444 4232 5.. 28...3 84232433.. 54
**C. S. Earle e79...444 423 5..105..342432433..129
**F. R. Gittins . 61 ... 2 . 63 ... .
**Chas. ]ohnstone 315 4 4 4432 5..341 ...3 4 4 2233..3062
**W. H. Thompson 133 «444 823220..18 ...3 8423243 ..10§
¢4 Gibson” ... ... 44412232 5..432...3 4 832433 ..462
+[. J. O’Hanlon ...377 w4 4 4432 5..403 ... 3 4 2233 ..420
tV.H. Sladen.. ...48>...444 4232 5 ..58..3 8 432433.. 30
+]J. D. Tucker .. ...127 ... 4 423 5 ... 145 ... 2233. 1I5§
*Capt. G. A.Forde 127 ... -24°423 o 138 ... 3 -2 4-2223 3 ... 151
*R. M, Peake... ...402 ... 4 4 4232 5..426...3 4 832433 ..45
*D,.C.T.” .. ...37 . 44412 .. 61 ..3 8 8322 .. 87
*Karl Waguer... ...127 ... wee 127 .
H. S. Brandreth ...109 ... 23 weo 114 ..
J. W. Dixon ... ...416 ... 4 443 . 430 ... 3 2233 ...444
“W.C.D.” .. ..286.. 44 443210..317..3 8 832433..35I
1. Y. Fullerton  ...340 .. 4 443 5 ... 360 ... 2233..370
Rev. A. H.L. Hastling 70 ... 23 5. 8 .. 2233.. 9o
J. E. Herbert ... ..220 .. ... 220
J. K. Macmeikan ..173 ... 4 443 5 ... 193 ... 22 ... 197
W. B.Muir ... ..420 ...-2 4412432 5 ..452..3 24232433 .. 47
‘“Ram Noy” ... ... 34 ... . 34 - -
H. L. Stokes ... .. 403 ... 23 .o 408 ... 2233 .. 418
R.J.W. «.203 ... 4 4 4 12 .. 227 ... 3 4 83 . 245
E. E. Westbury I40 ... 44 423 5 ... 162 .. 3 243 .. 174
K. WL T § ¢ 4 423 e 125 ... 3 223 ..135
G. Woodcock .. 10§ ... 4 4232 5...125...3 4 432233 ..149

* Previous winners. + Twice winners. ++ Winner three times.
** Winners four times. 1 Winner five times.

§ Winner six times.

“East Marden” sent both solutions to No. 1448, and we only
acknowledged one. We have therefore brought forward 154 points in
lieu of 1s0.

Additional solutions.—The following have been correctly solved by
Balmo Kand, of Lahore: 1450, —1, —2, —4, —5, —6, —7, 1460, —1,
—2, —3, —4, and —s5. P. le Page, 1466. T. \W. Tait, 1463, and Valle’s
2-er at p. 434. ‘‘Beta,” 1460, —1 (three solutions, the fourth wrong), 1462,
—3) —4, —5; —b6, —7 '_8: —9, 1470, —I, —2, and 1473, a&s also the
3-er by Wurzburg, at page 482. Nikhilnath Maitra, 1454, —35, and 1457,
as well as the two-movers on page 396, by Marr and Reggio, and Valle’s
2-€er, p. 434 ; also 1470 and 1471, with Kelly’s two problems at p. 484.
H. D'O. Bernard, 1458, —9, 1560, —1 (one solution), —2 (one solution),
1463, —4, —5, —6, —7, 1469, 1470, —1, —2, and-—3. Mr. Bernard
wishes us to revive some old scores of his, gained under a nom de plume.
We have not yet verified his claim, but will look in the matter,

It will be seen from the October totals that V. N. Sladen gets his
second rise by his score of 508. We are pleased to see him gain this
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- position, as his solutions always give us pleasure to examine. This score of
508 is cancelled in considering the November total.

“Gibson” has by praiseworthy persistency again rapidly reached a
temporary summit—this for the third time.

CHALLENGE PROBLEM.

By C. D. Locock anp J. K. MACMEIKAN.

BLACK.

7 //////////
e
E ]

L Lol

Z

iz, 7 ////////%
2 % g

%2/}/ ////Z ZA
%//////’ : w %// 2

WHITE.
White compels Black to mate in twelve moves.
The authors offer a prize of 5s. to the sender of the first solution,

in exactly twelve moves, reaching Mr. C. D. Locock, Netherfield, Camberley,
Surrey.

“LeisURE Hour.”—Commencing November last this old-established
paper resolved that chess should be treated as a special feature. With the:
view to bringing up the contributions to a high standard of merit, liberal
prizes are offered, among them being several which are intended to attract
composers and solvers. In the January issue the particulars of a problem
tourney will be announced, open to all “amateur problemists.” Probably
some definition will be forthcoming of the quoted words, or at all events a
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sufficiently clear statement made as to those composers who are eligible to
compete. Mr. E. B. Schwann is lending assistance to the editor. and we
look forward to, at least the problem department, as being intelligently
conducted with interesting contributions. The following is the first prob-
lem in the new series, and will be found * not so easy as it looks.”

By E. B. Schwann, London.—White: K at Q sq. R at Q 5, Bat Q
B8 Ktsat KR6and KKt 5, Psat KBzand Q Kt 5. Black: K at
KB g, Ktat KR 5 Bsat Q B 2and Q Kt 3. Mate in 3.

“ READING OBSERVER” PROBLEM TOURNEY.—The Judges in this
two-move competition, Messrs. Gittins, Taverner, and Womersley, have
awarded the three following positions prizes :—

First Prize. Second Prize.
By C. VINCENT BERRY, By H. F. W. LANE,
Hemel Hempstead. Stroud.
BLACK. N BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE.
Mate in two. Mate in two.

Third prize, by P. F. Blake, Manchester.—White: K at Q R sq, Q at
Q Kt 3, Rsat K Kt 4and Q 4, Bat Q sq. Ktsat K Kt 6 and Q 7, Ps at
K R 4and Q B 2. Black: KatK B4 Qat KR 3, Bat Q Kt § Ktsat
Q sqand Q Bsq, Psat KR 2, KKt 2, K6, QB3 and QR 7. Mate
in 2.

«Nuova RivisTA.”"—An extension of time for receipt of entries to the
Ninth International Problem Tourney of this Magazine has been announced.
We gather this is due to a paucity of entries which had been received by
the end of last August Problems from countries in Europe should reach
the director of the magazine by 31st January instant, elsewhere by 28th
February next. The prizes are good. Address: Via der Floridi, t Livorno.
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“ MANCHESTER WEEKLY TIMES” TourRNEYS.—Dr. Wahltuch has
issued conditions for two competitions, one for two-movers and one for
three-movers. The particulars reached us too late for notice last month,
and will now be too late for announcement of details here. A solution
competition is already in progress, which is timed to close with the problems
published March 3oth next.

If it is at any time desired by promoters of tourneys that we should
give particulars in our pages, we should be glad to have the earliest
possible intimation. ’

SOLUTIONS AND CRITICISMS.

By G. B. Valle (. 434).—1 Kt—B 8, &c. It is surprising what a fascinating hold
the idea showa in this problem has upon composers. We have seen a large number of
settings, and each one seems to have a point or a charm of some sort. As we said at the
time we gave this position, we do not like the Pawn padding, and we are really at a loss
to imagine why the composer did not unload the diagram by two Pawns, without loss to
the design. This can be done thus: Remove White Pawn at Kt 3, and Black Pawn at
K R 6; transfer White King to K Kt 3, and then shift position entire one square to the
right. Solved by J. D. Tucker, East Marden, G. Woodcock, A. C. White, R. M.
Peake, J. W. Dixon, H. S. Brandreth, Rev. A. H. L. Hastling.

By ““Kruid” (p. 435).—1 Kt—Q 4, R—R 2, &.;2Qx D ch, &. If 1..., Rx P,
&c.; QxKtch, &. If 1..., RxQj; 2 Kt—K 7 ch, &c. In first solving this position,
one is impressed that it has many good points, but when they are catalogued there is a
decided smallness about the show. There are two blunderbus variations, and the third
and l1st (Q x P ch) is the redeeming line. The constructionwe are certain could be improved;
the Pawn business is most unpleasant, and there is little qusstion in our mind that three
more blank squares could have been arranged. The following will give some idea of our
meaning : White, Kat K Rsqg; QatQ5; Rat KKt3; Ktsat K Kt2and K 8; Ps
at KR 6, KKt 6, and K 3; Black, Kat KB 4; Rsat KR 4 and Q 2; Kts at K 4 and
Q sq; Psat KR 7and K 5. Matein 3. Solved by J. D. Tucker, East Marden, G.
Woodcock, A. C. White, R. M. Peake, J. W. Dixon, Rev. A, H. L. Hastling.

By ‘“Stamma” (p. 435).—1 Kt—B 5, Kx Ki; B—R 7 ch, & If 1.., B-K 6;
2Kt—Kt3ch, & If1.,B-B7;2P—-B2ach,&c Ifr1.,P—B6; 2 Kt—Kt 3
ch, &c. If 1..,, Kt moves; 2 Q—Q 2 ch, &. An easy problem to solve, as the key
mov= is such a natural one to make, especially in view of White's Q R Pawns. There

is pretty play, but there is an unfortunate set off in indifferent construction. Solved by -

J. D. Tucker, East Marden, G. Woodcock, A. C. White, R. M. Peake, ]J. W. Dixon,
Rev. A. H. L. Hastling.

By F. A. L. Kuskop (p. 435).—1 Q—K Rsq, K—B 4; 2 Q—K 4 ch, &. If1...,
K-—Q2; 2Q-B6ch,&c. If 1., K—B2;2Q-R7ch & If..,BxP;2Q—
B 6 ch, &c. A pleasing composition, but based on very familiar lines. The two sacrifices
of the Queen are neat enough, but only in one variation is the mate economically accurate,
and one expects purity in a problem of this class. The immeditely threatened mate is
a szrious drawback. Solved by J. ID. Tucker, East Marden, G. Woodccck, A. C. White,
R. M. Peake, J. W. Dixon, H. S. Brandreth, Rev. A. II. L. Hastling.

By A.F. Mackenzie (p. 435).—t R—Kt 6, P--Kt 5; 2Q—B 5ch, &c. If 1...,
Kt—Q7;2Q—B6ch, &. If1..,, Bmoves; 2 Kt—Q 5 dis. ch, &e. If 1..., Ktx
Kt; 2 Kt—-Q 5dis. ch, &. If 1..,, K--K 4; 2 Q-B 2, &. The cramped position
of the Rook, and its apparent uselessness where it now stands, is sufficient indication that
it must make the key move. There are some clever points in this varied effort, and some
of the variations are somewhat of a puzzling nature. It is a good problem, and notwith-
standing it does not have pretensions to being a specimen of the best style of modern
problem, and is a little unsatisfactory in the Pawn arrangement, we consider it a finer
entry than the first prize problem. Solved by J. D. Tucker, East Marden, G. Woodcock,
A. C. White, R. M. Peake, J. W. Dixon, Rev. A. H. L. Ilastling.
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By F. A. L. Kuskop (p. 435).—1 Kt—Q 6, KxKt; 2 Q—K 4, &c. If 1..., K—
Bs; 2Kt—Q3ch, &c. If 1., K—Bs5; 2 Kt—Q 3ch, & If1.,P—B4; 2 Kt
x P, &c. If ..., any other; 2 Q—K 4 cb, &c. There is not sufficient show of variety
here to allow of favourable comment. - The key move is readily discerned, and the only
obstacle in the solver’s path is to meet the reply of 1..., P-—-B 4, but this does not
develop anything out of the ordinary. The author is lucky to receive a prize for this
three-mover. 1 Kt—B 3 is met by K—B 5. Solved by G. Woodcock, R. M. Peake,
J. W. Dixon, Rev. A. H. L. Hastling.

No. 1458 (** Terra incognita?”),-—1 Q--Kt 2, K—B 5; 2 Q—Kt 4 ch, K—K 6 [If
2., K—K4; 3B—B3ch, &.]; 3 B—B2ch, &. If1...,, K—Q6; 2 Q—K 2 ch,
K—Q 5; B—B 3 ch, &c. [Dual, 2 Q—Q 2¢ch, K—B5; 3 B—K 2¢ch, &c.]. If 1...,
K—Q3§; 2B—-B3ch, K-Bs; 3Q—K2ch, & If1..,B-B3; 2 Q—Q 2¢ch, K
xB; 3 KtxB, &c. If 1..., P—R7;2Q—K2ch, K-Bs[If 2..., K-Q 5; 3 B—B
3 ch, &c.]; 3 B—Kt 3ch, &c. If 1..., anyother; 2 B—B 2¢h, K—B 5; 3 B—Q 4, &c.

No. 1459 (*“ Fiat jis”)..—1 R—Q Bsq, P—K 5; 2 Q—B 7, Kx B [If 2..., Px B}
3 R—Ksqch, &c. If 2..., K--Q 73 3QxDPch, &.]; 3RxDP, &c. If 1., K—Q7;
2 Q—Kt 3,any; 3QxP, & If1.., K—B6; 2Q—QB6ch, K—K6[If 2...,, K
—B7; 3 RxPch, &.]; 3Q—Ktz2, &. If1..,K—B7;2RxPch, K—K6;30Q"
—Kt 6, &c.

No. 1460 (‘‘Spes mihi”).—1 B—B 6, R—Kt 2 ch; 2 Kt—K 7 dis. ¢ch, R—Kt 7;
3 Kt—B g5, &c. If 1..., R—Kt 7 ch; 2 Kt—Kt 4 dis. ch, R—Kt 7; 3 Ktx P, &c. If
I..., Kt—B 6, &c.; 2 Kt—K 3, Kt—Q g4or Kj5; 3BxKt, & Other variations
simple.

l:’No. 1461 (*“ Posita statio ”).—Author’s solution : 1 R—Kt sq, B—R 5; 2 R—Ktsq,
&c. If 1., BxP; 2 RxB, followed by 3 R—K 30r Kg4acc. Ifr...,P—Qgs5; 2 R
—K 4, &c. If 1..., any other; 2 R—K 3, &c. Second solution : 1 R (K 7)—K 3,
BxP; 2 RxB, &. If 1.., B—R5; 2 R—Ktg, &c. If1.., P—Q 5; 2 R—K 4,
&c. If 1..., others; 2 R—Kt sq, &c. Third solution: 1 R (K 7)—K Kt 7, BxP;
2 R (K 7)—Kt 5; followed by 3 Rx B, &c. Other variations are simple.

No. 1462, by A. W, Daniel. —1 Q—R 7, &c. Cooked by 1 K—K 7, &c.

No 1463, by W. A. Shinkman.—1 B—K 2, K—Kt or B2; 2 Q—B 8 ch, &ec.
If 1...,, K—Kt 3; 1 Q—R 5¢ch, &c. If 1 P moves; 2Q—Q 7 or B8ch, &c. A very
elegant rendering of this pretty sacrifice device. We do not remember having seen the
idea so simply presented before. In more elaborate versions it has been accomplished,
and we believe Khotz and Kocklekorn were the first to work it.

No. 1464, by Rev. R. J. Wright.—This problem has an easy mate in two. We will
withold the author’s solution, in case the composer would like to put matters right. 1
Bx R dis. ch, &c. .

No. 1465, by E. V. Tanner.—1 K—B 6, KxB; 2 K—K 6, K—K 55 3 R—B sq
[Or3R—Bg5; 4 RxP, &c.]; 4 K—Q6, &c. If 1..., KxKt; 2 B—R 7 or B—Kt 6,
&c. Can also be solved by 1 B—R 7, Kt 6 or Kt sq, K—K 4; 2 R—B 6, Kx Kt [If
2., K—K5; 3 Kt—B4, &c.]; 3BxQ Kt P, any; 4 B—B 4, &c. If 1..,, KxKt;
2 K—B 6, &c. We are sorry we published this problem, as the author had pointed out
a flaw, which we had quite forgotten. )

By F. R. Gittins (p. 481).—-1 Castles, Castles !; 2 Kt— K 7 ch; 3 B—Q 4 ch, &c.
If 1..., R—Ktsqch; 2 Kt—Kt 7 ch, RxKt; 3 PxR, & If I1..., others; 2 K—Kt
7 ch; 3 Bx P dbl. ch, &c. There is, however, another way discovered by the sclvers of
the Reading Observer, 1 Kt—Kt 7 ch, K—Bsq; 2 Castles; 3 Kt—K 7 or Bx P ch, &c.
Solved by R. M. Peake, Capt. G. A, Forde.

By O. Wurzburg (p. 482).—1 Kt—K sq, B—Rsq; 2 Q-R 8ch, &c. If 1...,, B—
Kt2; 2Q—QKt6,&c. If1.,B—Q4;2Q—-Q4,&c. If1.,B-Kj5; 2 Q—R
4ch,&c. Ifr1..,B—B6;2QxBch,&c Ifr.,B—Kt7;2Q—Bz2, & Ifr...,
B—Q 3; 2Q—R 6 ch, &c. If 1..., K B moves elsewhere; 2 QxQ B ch, &c. This
position is very nicely arranged, and the idea has been carried out in an extensive manner.
Of the kind of strategy it is remarkably clever, notwithstanding the duals and that
originality of idea cannot be claimed for it. Solved by R. M. Peake, E. E. Westbury,
H. S. Brandreth, J. D. Tucker, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon, A. C. White, Capt. G. A.
Forde.

By J. M. Robert (p. 483).—R—Q R sq, &c. It is seldom, and fortunately so, one
" comes across a prize problem with such feeble claims to either excellence or point. If

one only analyses this composition it will be seen that it has only one true variation, every
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other feature, which is embodied in the arrangement, is pure fringe. It is a case when
once a start is made in this direction it is difhcult to know where to stop. The author
should study the works of first-class composers, and he will doubtless aspire to better
things. Solved by R. M. Peake, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon, A. C. White.

By the late R. Kelly (p. 484).—The White Queen should stand at Q Kt 7. 1 R—
K 6, &c. A nice key move and a pretty problem, albeit there is not much variety.
Solved hy R. M. Peake, G. Woodcock, A. C. White

By the late R. Kelly (p. 484).—1 Kt—R 7, K—K 5; 2Q—B 3¢ch, & If 1., P
moves ; 2 Kt (R 7)—B 6, &c. If 1..., K—B §5; 2 Q—K 2ch, &c. It is a pity there
are so many White Pawns. Two of the variations are neat, but the third seems to be
amenable to improvement, though obviously with the Knight at R 7 it is not such an easy
matter. Solved by R. M. Peake, A. C. White. ,

No. 1466 (** Konkurent ”’).—Three solutions. Author’s: 1 Kt—K 8, R—Q 5; 2
R—K 4 ch, Kx P [If 2..., RxR; 3Q—Q 6 ch, &c.]; 3 Kt—Kt 7 ch, &c. If 1..., K
xR;2Q—R6ch, K=K 4; 3Q—Q6¢ch, &. If 1..., RxK; 2Q—B 5 ch, K—K
53 3 Kt—B6ch, &c. If 1..., K—Q5;2Q—Q6ch, K-K6[If 2., K--Bs5; 3 R
x R ch, &c.]; 3 Rx P ch, &c. Second solution (in three): 1 Rx R ch, KxP; 2 Kt—
R 7, &c. Third solution (3 moves): 1 Kt—Q 7 ch, KxR; 2 Q—R 6 ch, &c. If 1...,
K—Q 5; 2 Q—B 5 ch, &c.

No. 1467 (** Down under ’).—Author’s intentions : 1 R—Q B8, Kt—R 2; 2 Q—
K4, B=Kt8[If 2..., KtxR; 3 RxPch, &. If 2.., PxQ ch; 3 KxDP, &c. -If
2..., Kt—-Kt 4; 3 Kt—K 5¢ch, &c.]; 3QxP(d 5)ch, &e. If 1..., KxR; 2Q—B 3}
ch; 3 Kt—K 5ch, &. If 1..., B—=B5; 2 KxB, Kt—R2; 3 Q—Q 2, & 1I..,
Kt—B 2, seems however to be a valid defence. Cook: 1 R (K 8)xB, B—Kt 8;
2Q—K 6, Kt—R 2; 3Q—Q 6, &. Secend solution: 1 Kt—K 5ch, KxP; 2 Q—
Q7, K=Kt 3[If 2..., Kt—R 2; 3 QxKtch, &c.]; 3 Qx P ch, &c.

No. 1468 (‘“ We are seven”).—Two solutions. Author’s: 1 Kt—B 5, Kx Kt (B
6); 2 Kt—K 4, &c. If 1..., Kx Kt (B5)or K—Q 3; 2 B—K 7¢ch, &c. If 1..., P—
Kgor P—Q B6; 2 Q—Q 8 ch, &c. If 1..., uthers; 2 Kt—Kt 4 ch, &c. Second
solution: 1 Q—Kt 2ch, P—B6; 2 Qx P ch, K—Q 3; 3 Kt—Q 4, &c. If 1..., K—
Q3; 2Kt—Q 4, &c. 1 Kt-—Q 4 is defeated by 1..., P—K 4.

No. 1469 (*¢ Alis volat propriis ”).—There appear to be a number of solutions in
four moves and three 3 moves. The author’s key is 1 Kt—Kt 3, KxR; 2 R—Q 2, K
xR; 3 Kt—B sq ch, &c. If 1..., others; 2 R—K 4ch, PxR; 3 Q—Q 6 ch, &c.,
with minor variations. The solutions in three moves are 1 Kt—Kt 5, Kx R-or P—Kt 3;
2 Ktx P, &c.; 1 Kt—B 5, &c.; and 1 R—Q 3 c¢h, K—K 4; 2 P—Kt 4, &c. East
Marden has sent in no fewer than fifteen solutions, but it does not seem necessary to take
up space by giving them.

No. 1470, by E. E. Westbury.—1 Kt—Q 6, &c. The Pawnat K Kt 3 gives away
the solution. Excepting for the mate after 1..., K x R the play is rather harsh.

No. 1471, by J. K. Macmeikan.—1 Kt—K 6, &c. Also solved by 1 Kt—Kt 3 ch, &e.

No. 1472, by E. V. Tanner.—1 B—K B 7, KxR; 2 B—Kt 6ch, &. If 1..,, K
—B 3; 2 R—B 4 ch, &. If 1..., BxKt; 2 R—B4ch, & If 1..., P—QKt4; 2
Kt— Kt 7 ch, &, If 1..., any other ; 2 R—B 4 ch, &c. The key in this case is easy,
but the ensuing mates are very pretty, and economy good. The heavy sprinkling of
Black Pawns gives the position a heavy look.

No. 1473, by W. A. Shinkman.-—It appears the White Pawn at B 2 should be
Black. Mr. Shinkman is usually very accurate in the transcription of his problems,
especially considering the great nnmber he sends over the world for publication. With
the position as we gave it, 1 P—B 4 solves the problem in three moves. The intention
however, which is very pretty, is 1 Q—K Kt 5, P—K B 4; 2 Q—K 3, P—K 4 [If 2...,
P—B 4; 3 Q—B 4 ch, &c.]; 3 Q—R 7, &c. Mr. Shinkman writes, that by the
removal of the Black Pawn at R 5 to K Kt 2 another four mover is created. '

S
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PROBLEMS.

No. 1482.

By C. VinceNT BERRY,
Hemel Hempstead.
BLACK.

WHITE.
White mates in two moves.

No. 1483.
By THos. SPEAKMAN,
Balman.
* BLACK.

-1
%%éf% n_B
F ij |

DY 0 &’

BB DB

BB mim:
/////Qgﬁié};

WHITE.
White mates in two moves.

No. 1484.

By W. A. SHINKMAN,
Grand Rapids.

BLACK.

WHITE.

White mates in three moves.

No. 1485.
By B. G. Laws,
London.
BLACK.

% nn
. B
. g u
0 G
y% /%/ o
i % |

o _dad
. % B

WHITE.
White mates in three moves.
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PROBLEMS.
No. 1486.
. 1487.
By W. A. SHINKMAN, No. 14 7
Grand Rapids. By E. V. TaANNER, London.
BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE. WHITER.
White mates in four moves. White mates in four moves.
No. 1488. No. 1489.
By W. A. SHINKMAN,
By B. G. LAWS, London. Grand Rapids.
BLACK. BLACK.
. WHITE. B WHITE,
White to play and compel Black to White compels Black to mate

mate in three moves, in seven moves.
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We have decided to start an End-game Competition, and we shall be glad
if our exchanges will give publicity to the following conditions :—

1.—Each competitor may send not more than three End-games, which
must be original, and hitherto unpublished.

2.—Each End-game must be accompanied by a solution, and bear a motto,
the motto being also written outside a sealed envelope enclosing the
name and address of the competitor. :

3.—The competing End-games and envelopes are to 'be addressed to the
Editor of the B.C. M., 38, Park Cross Street, Leeds, and no entry
will be accepted after June 30th, 1900, but up to that date corrections
of End-games previously sent will be received.

4.—No entrance fee wijll be required, and three prizes will be given con-
sisting of £2, £1,and a copy of Chess Bouguet for the three best
cowmpositions, but no competitor to take more than two prizes. If
less than twenty entries are received, only the first prize of /2

] will be given.

5.—The Rev. C. E. Ranken, who will act as judge, has kindly presented
the second prize, £1. BI
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ON THE N QUEENS PROBLEM.

Or how to place N Queens on a Board of N squares on a side so that no Queen
shall interfere with the action of any other.

VALUABLE paper on this subject, by T. B. Sprague, LL.D.,

is given in the Proceedings of the Edinburgh Mathematical

Society, vol. xvii,, session 1898-99, and a reprint thereof in
<=7===  pamphlet form now lies before me. In a paper read before the
same Socxety nine years earlier, Dr. Sprague had treated the subject as
entirely new, not being then aware that it had already been investigated.
In his later discussion he cites the following works :—

1. J. W. Glaisher’s paper ¢ On the Problem of the Eight Queens,”
in the Philosophical Magazine for December, 1874.

2. “Mathematical Recreations and Problems,” by W. W. Rouse Ball
(MacMillan & Co., 2nd edition, 1892), pp.-85—88.

3. Dr. Pein’s “ Aufstellung von N Koniginnen auf einem Schack-brett
von N2 Feldern, devart dass keine von einer andern geschlagen werden kann.
Von N = 4 bis NV = 10” (B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1888—389).

4. Besides these titlés, Dr. Sprague cites either at first or second
hand, the correspondence of Nauck and Schumacher with Gauss. Also a
paper by Dr. Siegmund Guenther, in Grunet’s A»chiv der Mathematik und
Physik, 1874, vol. 56, pp. 281—292, on the Mathematical Theory of the
Chess Board, in which Guenther suggests that the N Queens Problem
might be solved by means of Determinants. Also, Guenther’s Lekrbuck
der Determinanten - Theorie fiir Studierende (Erlangen, 1875), p. 46.
In addition to these sources, all that were known to Dr. Sprague, the
following should be consulted.

5. “TZraite des Applications de I’ Analyse Mathematique au Jeu des
Echecs, par C. F. de Jaenisch” (St. Petersburg, 1862). Three tomes,
generally bound in one.

6. The present writer discusses the problem at considerable length in
O. A. Brownson’s Chess Journal, Dubuque, Iowa, 1873—74.

7. In 1874 the subject was ably treated by E. Pauls in two articles
in the Deutsche Schachzeitung, dividing all boards as I had previously done
into five classes :—

First, N =6x, as 6, or 12.

Second, N = 6x+ 2, as 8.
Third, N —=6x—2, as 4.
Fourth, N = 6x plus or minus 1, as 5, or 7, or 11I.
Fifthy, N-—6x+3, aso.
9. Very recently two other writers have treated the subject in the
same excellent chess periodical, Prof. K. Rohn of Dresden, and :Herr
Folcker, of Haarlem. The former gives solutions up to g xg, and the

latter states that he had gone as far as 10 x 10 seven years ago. It is a pity
that all their labours had been anticipated by Pein and Sprague.
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According to Glaisher, followed by Sprague, the Eight Queens Problem
was first proposed in the Leipzig ///ustrated Times, June, 1850, but I find
that it dates back nearly two years earlier. See the Berliner Sckackzeitung
for September, 1848, page 363, where Zwei Schackh-fragen are propounded.
One of these relates to the arrangement of the White forces, so as to give
the maximum number of moves,—the other is worded thus : —

Wie viele Steine mit der Wirksambkeit der Dame konnen auf das im
Uebrigen izere Brett in der Art aufg.stelll werden, dass keiner den andern
anfgretft und deckt, und wie miissen sie aufgestellt werden !

To this an answer appears in the next volume, 1849, p. 40. Two
correct positions are given, with the remark that “an uncommonly large
number of others may be found.” But it is further stated that *“in no case
can a Queen be stationed on a corner square,” which is an error. Not
until 1854 is anything added to the subject in the Schackzeitung. At page
446 of the volume for that year the error as to corner Queen is corrected,
in a very interesting article on the Progress of Chess Literature. In the
text, a position with Queen at a1 is given, and in a footnote two other
positions are given.

It is strange that in an article of the kind and extent, no reference is
made to Gauss, or Nauck, or to the complete solution given in Leipzig
Illustrated Times, and that out of the five positions cited, three are merely
so many poses of one and the same Forma.

Nor does de Jaenisch, writing about 1860, make any mention of the
Leipzig Zimes, or of Nauck’s solutions, or of Gauss’s plan of finding them

by exhaustion, and of testing the progress by inequalities.
: As the matter stands it is quite probable that Nauck saw, or heard
of, the Zwei Schack-fragen in the (Berliner) Schacnzeitung for September,
1848, and propounded the Eight Queens Problem to Gauss, and they
together, assisted by Schumacher, reached in 1850 the twelve distinct
solutions of which the problem is susceptible.

Quite a modest performance compared with the stupendous accom-
plishment of Dr. Sprague in discovering and recording the 341 distinct
Forme for the 11 x 11 board. When tested by numerous positions that I
had found as early as 1872, by means of a much simpler plan than that
employed by the Doctor, his list seems
to be very accurate and complete.
e Let both the ranks and the files

3 of a board or diagram be numbered
from 1 to N, then the number of the
alva|za |34 , rank and the number of the file give

the position of any square. If we
write the natural series from 1 to N,
representing say the files, and annex
to the first number, any number of
the same series, and to the next

3113|2333

g . number any of the N—1 remaining
§ jrx 2131 numbers, and to the next any of the
- T 3 N—2z remaining numbers, and so

pies 7 """ on until N pairs are formed, these
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N pairs will represent on the diagram a solution of the N Rooks problem.
For a board 4 x4, to the file number 1, may be annexed either 1,
or 2, or 3, or 4, as a rank number,—let us say 1. To 2z may be annexed,
then, either 2, or 3, or 4,—let us say 2. To 3 may be annexed, then, either
3 or 4, and to 4 the remaining number. As the first rank number may be
varied in four ways, the second in three ways, the third in two, and the
fourth may be selected in only one way, it follows that the number of Rook
solutions is 4 x 3x 2 x 1 = 24. For a board 8 x 8, the number would be
8X7x6X5x%x4X3%x2XI= 40,320.

If, now, the move of the Rook be extended to that of the Queen, so
as to sweep the diagonals also, then all those solutions must bestruck out
in which two or more Rooks stand on the same diagonal. [In a strict
mathematical sense a board could have only two diagonals, but in chess
all those squares which touch only at one corner, and through which lines
may be drawn parallel with the mathematical diagonals, are termed
diagonals.]

The simple plan above outlined is practicable for a 4 x 4 board, but
for a board 8 x 8, it would be unreasonably laborious.

The work can be much shortened by using numbers solely, and
stopping the moment any pair would produce #Ze¢ same sum or the same
difference, as any precedmg pair.

The reason of this is very simple. If a board be numbered as
indicated above, each square having inscribed thereon its rank and its file,
it will be found that for all of the diagonals, parallel to and including one
of the long diagonals, the sum of the pairs remains constant, while for the

set of diagonals, parallel to and including the other long diagonal, the

difference of the two numbers in any pair remains constant, and that these
properties are peculiar to squares on the same diagonal.

The process, then, for discovering a solution, and for exhausting all
possible solutions is this :—Commencing with a board 3 x 3, we have 1
2 , 3 ,as the pairs to fill up, if possible.

We first try 1, 1 __ 2, 3, and there.remains no suitable figure for 3
since 3. 3. have the same difference as 1, 1.

We do not try 1, 1 _ 2, 2, for a similar reason. Hence we must proceed
to 1, 2. Then there is no suitable number for 2 ; 1 gives the same sum ;
2 is a repetition, and 3 gives the same difference. And as we have now
exhausted all the possibilities of the board, it follows that it is impossible
to place three Queens on the board without interfering. Observe that we
do not try 1, 3 as a commencement, because that is the same square,
relatively, as 1, 1.

And this is where another great reduction of labour arises. The process
of scientific trial, or systematic test, or exhaustion, need extend only to
half of the squares on the first rank. To come to a board 4 x4, and

omitting the rationale of each step, the entire process reduces to this simple
arrangement :—

-

I

I, I...2,3...3°?
4...3 2...4°?
I, 2.2, 4...3, 1...4, 3.
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The plan I adopted in 1873 was to write the four numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,
in one band of squares, and for the next band to move all the figures a
Knight’s move to the right or left. Then 'to reverse the process for the
remaining two bands, thus:—'

This gives two positions, one represented by the
1 | 2| 3| 4| four 2 the other by the four 3* both of which
obviously answer to the Formula above found and
34|12 marked by an asterisk. As the two positions are
covered by one and the same Formula, they are
merely, therefore, two poses of one and the same
Forma. )

There are eight ways of employing any given
Formula, two from each corner, but owing to the
symmetry of the Forma just found, the entire
eight methods of applying the ordinates result in only two poses, those
shown. If, however. instead of four Queens, there were four different
pieces, then eight different poses —of the pieces—would arise.

Herewith are appended three positions. The first represents the
Forma by different pieces. The second shows another method of recording
the situation, and the third shows the two possible Poses on a Magic Square.

41321

/STUDY. BoArRD NUMBERS. Macic SQU-ARE.'

!@ 4‘8 12 | 16 419 |5 16
LB s e s e e
@1 ‘ 2 6 | 10 | 14 15 6 10| 3
‘ \g 1 5 9 | 13 —ri 12 '“é'* 13
White wins. Key: 2, 8, 15, 9=34. Key: 15, 9, 2, 8=34.

Or, 3,5 12, 14=34. Or, 14, 5, 3, 12=34.

It is worthy of note that the regularly numbered board is partially
Magic, as the diagonals'are the same as in third diagram. The reason that
in this diagram the numbers of the four squares, 2, 8, 15, 9, foot up
the same as the columns or diagonals of a Magic Square, is this: the
number in first file is either 1, 2, 3. or 4. That in the second file is N plus
one of the three remaining numbers. That in third file z N plus one of
the two remaining numbers, and that in fourth file, 3 N plus the remaining
number. So that to generalize, the sum of N terms of a Formula of this
kind will be (N—1) (N) plus N (X£2), or N (X21%), which is precisely

2 2
the sum of any column or diagonal on a Magic Square.
Coming, now, to the 5 x 5, board, it will be found simpler to follow
the plan given in Brownsons Journal, which is to write the numbers 1 to 5
in any order in the first band, rank or file, and the numbers as thus arranged




46 THE BRITISH.CHESS MAGAZI

a Knight’s move to the right or left (as you

1123|4175 choose) in the next band, and so on for each
succeeding band, until all the bands are filled.

4 |51 1| 2|3 As a result each and every figure taken five
U times represents a Forma, or rather, a Pose.

2| 3| 4/|s ¥ By the nature of the construction no two
_" || like figures are in the same row or diagonal.

5 I 2 3 4 The four comer_ﬁgures.‘ 1, 2, 3, and
s 5, each taken five times, give four Poses

.| of one Forma, while the remaining figure
34152 4, which occupies the cenrtal square. gives

a Pose of another Forma.

Both of these Forma have an analogy to the 4 x4 Forma already
found, the latter being simply one of the four 5 x5 Poses represented by
1, 2, 3, or 5, with the corner Queen and the two bands to which it is
common omitted.

The analogy of the other 5x 5 Forma, represented by 4, is that the
omission of the centra/ Queen and the two bands to which it is common,
produces the 4 x 4 Forma. This is a feature that seems to have been over-
looked until pointed out in Brownson's Journal, in 1873, and it is important,
* as a similar plan can be employed in many other cases, it being possible to

omit not only the corner Queen and the central Queen, but two or more
Queens otherwise situated.

The 5 x 5 Forma represented by 4 is symmetrical, like the 4 x 4 Forma
to which it is so closely analogous, and hence can occur in but two Poses,
the other Pose being represented by the same central figure, 4, and the
numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, in the outer bands and next to the corner squares.

The Forma found to occur in four Poses, represented by 1, 2, 3, and
5, may be traced in four other Poses by analogy, and it will be found that
they each embrace an entire set of numbers from 1 to 5. Thus instead
of starting from the corner 1, and following all the other 1* we may go to
3 il‘;i fsec’ond file, then to 5 in third file, then to 2 in fourth, and then to 4
in fifth. .

Before giving a Formula it should be noted that if the 4™ in the
diagram be moved one place to the right, they fall upon squares designated
by 5, and if moved to the left, upon squares designated by 3, or if raised
one square. upon squares designated by 1, and if lowered upon squares
designated by 2. That is, one Forma passes into the other by merely
shifting to the right, or left, or up or down, or, what is a better way of
accomplishing the same thing, we may take a band off of any one of the
four sides, and add it to the opposite side, with all the numbers thereon,
and the new board will still present five Poses. So that, if a Formula be
needed at all, we may cover both Forma, and consequently all of the ten
possible Poses by one key, thus :—

I, T.e:2, 323y 5...44 2...5, 4

Here not only the origin corner, and the direction of counting the
ordinates, are left open t6 choice, but the origin may be taken at any square
of the board, that is, we start to reckon from any square at pleasure. -
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Hence, instead of a numerical Formula, perhaps it would be better to
give a General Rule.

GENERAL RuULE, where N — 6x plus or minus 1.—Place a 'Queen on
any square of the board, and proceed in any constant direction by moves
of the Knight, placing Queens at every step. In every case the N-th
move will terminate at the point of departure. -

To make the Knight’s move when it passes off of the board, all that
is necessary is to suppose the side where it passes off to be brought in
contact with the opposite side by bending a diagram of the position back-
ward in form of a cylinder, when it will at once be seen that the Knight
goes to that square of the board corresponding to the square on another
board in that direction. at which the Knight's move would terminate. Ofr,
simply, when the move passes off at one side it continues right on at the
other extremity of the row, be it a band or a diagonal.

It is obvious that, besides the move of the Knight, which covers a
parallelogram 2 x 3, we might place the second Queen at the further corner
of a parallelogram 2z x 4. and for larger boards under the same class the
connecting move may often be still further enlarged.

Letting the reader construct a regularly numbered diagram, and try
thereon the 10 combinations of numbers, all of which foot up N (N2:')=6 5.
I give instead a Magic Square, 5 x 5.

The construction becomes very apparent
by following the series from 1 to 3, then the
break to 6, then the regular order to 10, then
the break, and so on, until all the 25 numbers
are entered. 10, 24, 13, 2, 16, whose sum
1705 | 13|21 )9 is 65, represent one Pose of the Centric
Forma, and 4, 6, 13, 20, 22, the other. Of
10| 18 | 1 | 14 | 22 | the eight Poses of the other 5 x 5 Forma, one
is sufficient to specify 23, 5, 7, 14, I6.
23| 6 | 19| 2 | 15| The other seven may be found by anal-
ogy, and in every case the sum of five
numbers will be 65.

It [ 24| 7 |20 3

4 | 12| 25| 8 [ 16

Here follows another Magic Square,
17 |25 3 6 | 14 in which the numbers are entered the
same as the five Queens, under the
General Rule, and hence each set of
five numbers represents a Pose of the
5-Queens.

1tc 5, 6 to 10, 11 to 15, 16 to 20,
and 21 to 25, are the five Poses, but only
1 9 | 12 | 20 | 23 one of these gives the sum 635, viz, the
middle series.

8 | 11 \19 | 22 | §

24| 2 | 10| 13| 16

15| 18 [ 21| 4 | 7

The two Formz found are the only ones possible, which may readily
be demonstrated by Gauss’s method of exhaustion. It will be seen that
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the arrangement of the Queens in both Formz is linear, and if the diagram

be rolled backward so as to form a cylinder, the line connecting the Queens

becomes continuous. GEoO. E. CARPENTER.
TarryTOWN, NEW York, U.S.A.

A SKETCH OF CHESS HISTORY BEFORE THE

SECOND REVOLUTION.
(Continued from p. 6.)

E passing from the more technical, and I am afraid, to
y, the drier side, of mediaval chess, it may be of interest to
a few further particulars concerning the mode of play, and
-.- chess ‘““ideas,” of the period during which the game rose into
high estimation in Western Asia and spread over Europe. Chess had
become quite a scientific game, and though often played for money, or
money’s worth, the use of dice in connection with it was forgotten. Players
were classified, more especially by the Persians and Arabians, to an extent
which none of our modern handicappers would venture to imitate. Here
is an extract from the Asiatic Society’s MS. :—* Having now explained the
moves of the pieces, and their exchangeable value, I shall proceed, O
reader, to inform you of the different degrees of odds established by the
masters of old. A true chess player ought to play with all sorts of people,
and, in order to do so, he must make himself acquainted with his adversary’s -
strength, in order to determine what odds he may give or accept. A man
who is unacquainted with the rules for giving or receiving odds is not worthy
of the name of chess player. It is only by equalizing the strength of the
combatants that both of them may reap amusement and edification ; for
what interest could a first-rate player, such as ’Adali, or Suli, or ’Ali
Shatranji, find in playing even with a man to whom'they could each give
the Knight or the Rook ?
“The smallest degree of odds is to allow the adversary the first move.
The second is to give him the Half-Pawn, which consists in taking either
Knight’s Pawn off his own file and placing it on the Rook’s third square.
The third species of odds is the giving the Rook’s Pawn; the fourth, the
Kmnight’s Pawn ; the fifth, the Bishop’s Pawn; the sixth, the Queen’s. The
seventh degree of odds is to give the King’s Pawn, which is the best on the
board. The eighth species of odds is the King’s Bishop. The ninth is
the Queen’s Bishop. The tenth is the Queen. The eleventh, the Queen
and a Pawn; or what is equivalent, a Knight; for though the Queen and
Pawn be slightly inferior to the Knight at the beginning, yet you must take
into account the probability of the Pawn becoming a second Queen. The
twelfth species of odds is the Knight and Pawn. The thirteenth, the
Rook. To give any odds beyond the Rook can apply only to women,
children, and tyros . . . . The two Rooks in chess are like the two hands
in the human body, and the two Knights are, as it were, the feet. Now,
that man has very little to boast of on the score of manhood and valour
who tells you that he has given a sound thrashing to another man who had
only one hand and one foot.” This writer values the Q rather more highly
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than many did in his time. Some considered the piece to be of the same
value as the Elephant (B). But it depended on position. The following
gives the relative value of the chess pieces, at the time the game entered
Europe, in English money of to-day. The King—beyond all value. The
Rook, 20/~ The Knight, 13/-. The Queen, from 7/6 to g/-. The Bishop,
7/- to 9/-. The Pawn, if the King's—4/6 ; the Queen’s. 4/-; the Rook’s,
3/-; and the others, 3/6 each. This estimate is my own, and is probably
wrong by a sixpence or two somewhere.

1t was much more difficult to give the odds of Rook or Knight than
it is now. Giving a Rook was nearly as much to the old-time player as to
give “the Queen ™ would be to my present reader.

The King, as an attacking piece, had more relative power than he has
now; he must be more cautious in this the nineteenth century,* than
he was in the ninth, owing to the greater power possessed by our Queen
and Bishops.

But though so many degrees of odds were spoken of, players were
roughly divided into five classes. The first was the “Class of Grandees,”
of whom * seldom three exist together.” It was recorded that Adali for
some time remained alone of his class, and that the same thing happened
to Al-Ari, a more recent Arabian player, and also to Ibn Dandan and Al-
Kunaf, both of Bagdad. The second class consisted of such players as
‘were able to win only two or three games out of ten when playing even
with one of the Grandees. A player of the first class could give to the
best of the second class a Rook’s Pawn, and to the weakest of the same
class the King’s Pawn. The third class were those to whom the Grandees
could give the odds of the Queen. The fourth received a Knight, and the
fifth, a Rook.

But then. as now, thousands of games were played on even terms
between players reputed to be of different degrees of strength and the
Grandee did not always win.

There is much human nature in man, and there always was. Some
aspects of it make themselves visible wherever chess is played. But the
following pictures are too highly coloured—one in praise, one in censure,
of our favourite game. The originals (Arabic) appeared when chess was
first creeping across Europe.

IN CENSURE OF CHESS.

“The chess player is ever absorbed in his chess and full of care,
swearing false oaths and making many vain excuses, one who careth only
for himself. ’Tis the game of him who keepeth the fast only when he is
not hungry, of the official who is in disgrace, of the drunkard till he
recovereth from his drunkenness,t and in the Yatimat ul Dehr it is said,
Abul Cassim al Kesrawi hated chess, and coustantly abused it, saying, you
never see a chess player rich who is not a sordid miser, nor hear a squab-
bling that is not on a question of the chess board.”

(This last is valuable testimony to the great popularity of chess at the
time of this amiable writer.)

* It is the nineteenth century.
1+ Can a man play chess when drunk?
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IN Praise oF CHESS.

“ O thou whose cynic sneers express the censure of our favourite chess,
Know that its skill is science self, its play distraction from distress,
It soothes the anxious lover’s care, it weans the drunkard from excess,
It counsels warriors in their art, when dangers threat and perils press,
And vyields us when we need them most, companions in our loneliness.”

Those were the palmy days of chess—in highly civilized and scientific
Arabia (comparatively speaking), in the more disturbed and in some respects
more backward regions of Persia, Central Asia, and Northern India, and
in the (notwithstanding) chronically war-struck countries of Southern
Europe. It was the favourite recreation indoors—or when sitting—of
Saracen and Moor, of Spaniard, Italian, and Greek. And later, among all
who had any claims to culture, it was so with Dane and Norman. Our
Saxon ancestors appear to have taken less kindly to the Eastern game, but
it was played among them before the arrival of the Norman as a foe. The
cause of this general popularity was simply this—it was seen that chess
was a fine game, with some resemblance to the game of war, and—playing
cards had not been invented. Books were few, and few could read them.
Chess was, for a very long period, the principal indoor recreation of the
court, the castle, and the camp, both in Asia and Europe. And it was
often so in the monasteries, Christian and Buddhist, and among the
Mohammedan preachers. Now there are many rival attractions for such
spare time as we may have, particularly in busy Europe.

One feature of modern chess, the problem art as practised during the
last fifty years, was unknown to our ancestors. Of the four stages into
which the art of composing chess problems may be divided, the first stage
was much the longest. As Mr. B. G. Laws says,—* Problems were illus-
trative of some smart stroke, such as might occur in actual play; the
solution often required many forcing moves, a few usually being added to
lead up to and conceal the strategic point. Frequently unnecessary pieces
were introduced to give the initial position a resemblance to an end-game.”
Key moves that were not checks were very rare, and generally every move
made by the mating party was a check. There was little ¢ variety,” and a
sublime indifference to duals. But many compositions did very finely
illustrate *“ some smart stroke,” and both before and after the great Queen
change the problem was thought the cream of chess. This, and the fact
that with the clumsy chess notation of those days it was very troublesome
to record games, explains why a’considerable number of ancient problems
are still extant, but no recorded games with the old moves. From such
positions, often with the solutions, one can learn much of the old chess,
but it is to be regretted that we have not even a single example of a
complete game.

During the long and rather indefinite period that I am writing of, a
great many chess stories originated—of two schools of thought, the oriental
and the christian monastic, mystical, or satanic. The devil, of course a
chess player, was a prominent character in chessical as in numberless other
legends. But when the “second revolution” had made the old game
obsolete, people naturally adapted to the new game such chess positions as
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were connected with, or included in, the legends. Some legends printed
for the first time within the present century are in substance much more
ancient. Of the oriental stories of some five or six centuries back, the
following is better known than most—yet may be fresh to most of my
readers :—

DiLaraM’s MATE.

“Two Persian Princes had engaged in such deep play, that the whole
fortune of one of them was gained by his opponent. He who played the
White was the ruined man; and, made desperate by his loss, he at last
offered his favourite wife, Dilaram, as his stake. The game was carried on
until he would have been inevitably checkmated by his adversary on the
next move. The lady, who had observed the game from behind the parda,
or gauze screen, that separated the females from the male portion of the
company, cried out to her husband in a voice of despair—

¢Ai Shah! do Rukh bidih, wa Dilaram ra madih ;
Pil wa Piyada, pesh Kun, wa zi Asp Shah-mat’
O Prince, sacrifice your two Rooks, and save Dilaram ;
Forward with your Bishop and Pawn, and with Knight give checkmate.’”’

There have been several ver-
sions of the position, but the principle
is the same in each. The solution
to the annexed is—

WHITE. BLACK.
1 R—R 8 ch 1 KxR
2 B—K B 5dis. ch
The ¢ Pil” or Elephant could vault
cver anything.
2 R interposes

............... Simply to prolong life.

3 RxRch 3 K—Ktsq
4 R—R 8 ch 4 KxR
5§ P—Kt7ch 5 K—Ktsq

WHITE. 6 Kt—R 6 mate.

“ Dilaram’s Problem,” modified to suit our play, has been long known
in Europe. The following two-move and nine verse version of the idea
appeared in ¢‘ An Easy Introduction to the Game of Chess,” 1813; but
that was a ‘“new edition.” The lines had been extracted from the
Monthly Magazine.

‘Where the stream of Solofrena Here, with beating breast, Alcanzor
Winds along the silent vale ; View’d the deep eventful play,
Where the palm-trees softly murmur, There, with black o’er-arching eye-brows,
Waving to the gentle gale. Sat the Caliph, Mehmed-Bey.
By the myrtle-woven windows, But with wary eye the Persian
. Of an old romantic seat, Marks each passion of the heart ;
Sat, at chess, two noble Persians, And the gallant, brave Alcanzor

Shelter’d from the scorching heat. Yields, a victim to his art.
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. . ‘ BLACK.
Soon his ancient store of treasures,

Soon his wealth and wide domain,
Soon the glories of his fathers,
Fall,—the crafty Caliph’s gain.

Now he maddens as the lion
Raging through the desert grove;

Now with desp’rate oath he pledges
Zaida’s beauties, Zaida’s love.

Mehmed-Bey the offer seizes,
Triumph glistens in his eyes;

Ah! rash youth, that thou had’st never
Dared to risk so fair a prize!

For impending ruin threatens
To devote thy hapless love:—
But! what piercing accents issue
From the lattic’d height above?
’Tis the beauteous Zaida crying, WHITE.

Half distracted—** Ok ! my iife, White mates in two moves. -
To thy foe concede thy Castle, . L.
And from death preserve thy wire.”  Solutions invited. Send them to

the Problem Editor.

Here is an end-game position, from an old Arabic MS, in which the
moves are precisely as they are with us, owing to the absence of pieces
involving any difference. This would be called a drawn game by many
players, but it is one of the few cases where the Rook can win against a
Knight. Black’s object is to separate White K and Kt, and the following
is given as the best play, or as good as any.

BLACK. WHITE. BLACK.

1 Kt—Rsch 1 K—Kt 4

2 Kt—Kt 7 2 R—K Kt sq
3 Kt—Q6ch 3 K—B3
4 Kt—B 4 4 R—Qsq

5 Kt—R 5ch 5 K—Ktg4

6 Kt—Kt 7 6 R—Q 2

7 K—Kt 8 7 K—Kt 3

8 K—R 8

Black could, at the time this origina-
ted, win by R x Kt stalemate. That
explains White’s last move; he was
trying for stalemate, because that was
a less discreditable loss than check-
mate. But White can, and could then,
give checkmate.

8 R—K R 2
WHITE. 9 Anything ~ 9 R—Rsqch
White to move, and Black to win. 10 Kt interposes 1o R x Kt mate.
W. S. B.

CHELTENHAM. (Z0 be continued. )
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CHESS LITERATURE.

E have received a brochure, in stiff paper covers, from
.Mr. W. H. Lyons, of Newport, Kentucky, U.S.A., con-
sisting of a compilation of three well-known treatises of
advice to those who play chess. The first of these is,

“Maxims and Hints for Chess Players,” by Richard Penn, F.R.S.,
reprinted from the London edition of 1839. The second is, *“ A Fascxculus
of Chess Wrinkles,” by Capt. Kennedy ; and the third is, “ The Morals of
Chess,” by Benjamin Franklin. These three little works, written in different
styles more or less sarcastic, but all being on the same subject, Mr. Lyons
has done well to reproduce in one pamphlet, which is very clearly printed
on fine paper, and would form an appropriate gift to any player who thinks
more highly of himself than he ought to think, or who is in the habit of
making excuses for his lost games and depreciating his opponent’s skill.

Sociar CHESS, BY JAMEs Mason.
London: Horace Cox.

) N 1884. Mr. Ruskin, in a letter to the Daily Telegraph, gave
{ expression to a half-formed inclination to publish a selection of
short and lively games, designed to instruct a perveise generation
< of players as to the way in which chess oxg/4¢ to be played. The
idea, long abandoned by the great critic, has been realised by Mr. Mason
in “Social Chess,” an expression which did not find place in Mr. Ruskin’s
letter, but which perhaps conveys, as well as any other available, the style
and character of the play intended to be illustrated. ‘‘Social Chess,” then,
is, in the main, a collection of 131 games, all short and smartly played,
many really brilliant, by players of various degrees of strength from Morphy
downwards, and ranging in time from Labourdonnais and McDonnell to
Lasker and Charousek. The openings (duly indexed) are nearly all repre-
sented ; they are also discussed in a very practical manner in the notes, to
the general character of which readers of the £.C. /. need no introduction.
Besndes the games, the book is adorned by a couple of handsome plates
representmg forty-seven quaint chess pieces of various ages and from
various parts of the world,” accompanied by a description. In an
“Introduction” of 32 pages Mr. Mason ranges over the history of the
game, touching llghtly upon salient features and incidents, discussing
briefly knotty questions, introducing quaint and interesting references and
quotations, and concluding with advice which goes to the root of several
too prevalent fallacies. One may occasionally differ from the conclusion
arrived at ; e.g., as to Morphy’s career a juster standpoint is to our mind
that taken by the late Rev. W. Wayte, in an article entitled * Chess Genius
and Practical Ability,” B.C.M., v1, 285; but, even so, the force and
elegance of the style and the frank sincerity of the argument compel the
attention and interest of the reader.
Two of the games presented demand a little special notice on account
of their ascription to personages of considerable distinction on other
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fields than the chessboard; a doubt arises as to whether there. can be
evidence sufficient to justify the use of the names in such a connecticn.
The share which chess had in the lives of all such is a matter of perennial
interest to every true votary of Caissa; but that is no reason why we should
take the adornment of a tale for historic fact. The first of the games we
allude to—No. 86 in the series—is said to have been won by Napoleon
Bonaparte of Count Bertrand, at St. Helena, in 1820. The authority—
the sole authority we believe—for this ascription is a semi-fictional sketch,
entitled ‘‘ Some reminiscences in the life of Augustus Fitzsnob, Esq.,” by
the late Captain Kennedy. This will be found reprinted in Waifs and
Strays, the second edition of which does not give the date and place of
first appearance of the sketch, but a footnote indicates that this must have
been the American Chess Monthly, in which case the date cannot have
been earlier than 1857. The game is not to be found in Walker's Cless
Studies, published 1844, which affords reasonable ground for presumption
that it was not then extant. It is supposed to have been shown by Count
Bertrand to a Captain Lacy (stationed at St. Helena), who afterwards took
it down from memory, and allowed Lieut. Fitzsnob to take a copy of it,
this last being on his way home, on furlough, from Calcutta, in a ship which
calls at St. Helena. Capt. Kennedy’s sketch may be partly autobiograpical ;
the recollections of the Divan and other resorts suggest as much ; but if
so, is it credible that an author whose chess sketches found acceptance
with the Cless Player’s Chronicle in the early forties would have kept on
hand unpublished for 37 years a game which possessed such striking claims
upon the interest of chess players? Moreover when Capt. Kennedy died in
1878, his age was reported as 68, which would make him only ten years old
in 1820—a fact which conclusively disposcs of the autobiographical
hypothesis in respect of Lieut. Fitzsnob’s voyage home in that year; and
so vanishes Capt. Kennedy’s personal voucher for the authenticity of the
game. The elusive personality of Lieut. Fitzsnob is hardly an authority on
a question of fact, even if we could rest here; but there is yet another
contradiction. When Mr. Fitzsnob first went out to India as a cadet at the
age of sixteen, the correspondence match between Madras and Hyderabad
had, he tells us, just been commenced ; the Madras side was conducted by
Ghulam Kassim and the late Mr. Cochrane, the latter of whom was still in
England in the early part of 1824, since he took part in the earlier
deliberations on the London-Edinburgh correspondence match, commenced
in that year ; therefore the Madras-Hyderabad match cannot be of earlier
date than 1825 or 1826 ; and Lieut. Fitzsnob’s voyage home on furlough
in 1820 is an anachronism. To conclude, the game may very well have
been actually played—by someone ; but we suspect that the military rank
of the winner was considerably below that of a general officer.

The other game, No. go, is said to have been won by J. J. Rousseau,
of Prince Conti, in 1759 ; we are not aware of the source from which this
has been drawn ; the only original treatise on chess published in France
during last century was the ““Traité des Amateurs,” 1775, and this was
mainly devoted to odds games. Where then was this game preserved ?
In an age when even the ten match games between Philidor and Stamma
were allowed to drop into oblivion, and in a country whose players were
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even more backward in recording games than were the English contem-
poraries of Philidor, who would have recorded this one, and with what
object? The passage relating to chess in ‘‘Les Confessions” has an interest
of its own, but lends no support to the ascription of this game. We learn
from it, that having been taught the moves at Chambéry, by a M. Bagueret,
Rousseau got on so well at the outset that by the end of the first sitting
he could give his teacher the odds of the Rook, which the teacher had
commenced by giving him! The famous piece of 4/ague by Deschappelles
evidently did not possess even the slight merit of originality. After such
a start nothing would satisfy Jean Jacques but the immediate purchase of
a chess set, and of the Calabrese (Greco); for two or three months days
and nights were passed in his room studying and learning the games by
heart, to the detriment of his health. He resumed play with Bagueret,
who beat him again and again ; his imagination was completely deadened,
and the combinations learnt with so much toil were mixed up in his lread
in inextricable confusion. In his subsequent chess experiences this one
always repeated itself; Philidor and Stamma were taken up on future
occasions with no better result ; and he expresses a firm conviction that he
never advanced a notch beyond the point reached at that first sitting.
From all this it would appear that Rousseau never attained any particular
proficiency at chess, nor regarded himself as a good player; but its chief
value for the purpose in hand lies in the reference to Greco; and here we
had better quote the moves of the game. 1 P—K 4, P—K 4; 2 Kt—K
B3, Kt—QB3; 3B—B4, B—B4; 4 P—B 3, Q—K 2; 5 Castles,
P—Q 3; 6 P—Q 4, B—Kt 3; 7 B—K Kt 5, P—B 3; 8 B—R 4. P—K
Kt4; g KtxKtP, PxKt; 10 Q—R 5ch, K—Bsq; 11 BxP. All
this will be found in Greco (Lewis’s translation, 1819, p. 21), and presum-
ably therefore dates from 1619. Mr. Mason remarks that ‘‘the first balf
dozen moves would do very well now—1899.” The game continues 11...,
Q—Kt 2 (Greco only notices 11..., Q—K sq); 12 P—B 4, PxQ P; 13
P—B 5, PxPch; 14 K—Rsq, PxP; 15 BxKt, PxR Queens; 16
P—B 6 and wins ; and Mr. Mason remarks * White plays very brilliantly.”
Quite so; that is a good reason why the authenticity of the game should
be suspected ; it is the play of a pupil whohas not merely learnt his opening by
heart, but who has so thoroughly entered into the spirit of his brilliant
master that when thrown on his own resources by a deviation from his
“book,” he can continue and wind up the game in a manner hardly
~ surpassed by anything to be found in that book. Who, in the light of his
own narrative, would venture to say that Jean Jacques was such a pupil?
We suspect that the concluding portion of the game is the work of an
Italian author subsequent to Greco, and was intended to complete his
analysis on a point where it was regarded as deficient ; as to how the game
came to be associated with the name of Rousseau we prefer to reserve our
conjectures, ignoring the source from which Mr. Mason obtained it.

To come back to time present, the book abounds in games as fine as
this one, and the authenticity of which the most rabid of critics will feel
no temptation to dispute. The longest game runs only to 32 moves ; most
do not exceed 25 ; and there is not a dull page from beginning to end.
Errors are hardly to be found; the diagram on p. 161 is a little at fault;
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and game No. 22 was won by W. G. Ward, of Tractarian fame ; as there
are also two strong present day amateurs of the name, the initials should
have been given ; we have noticed nothing else. Lovers of the attacking
style will be confirmed in their preference by this collection ; and it is one
of the best imaginable correctives to put into the hands of the growing
class of players who confine their attention to two openings, and those two
of the dullest—a proceeding well calculated to cramp and hinder chess
growth ; we especially recommend the book to all such. The price is 2/6
net ; paper, print, and binding are all excellent; we can only now wish
M:r. Mason a sale worthy of his latest production.

Ruopa A. BowLks. —Among the new chess columns we have
aceived during the past year, that started in [Womankood, in
‘ebruary last, is now always certain of hearty welcome to our
.able; not only on account of the literary ability of its con-
ductor, but also because of her charmmg personality and the influence for
good she wields in
the London chess
world. Mrs. Rhoda
A. Bowles or,*‘L1T-
TLE MOTHER,” as
she is affectionately
called by her inti-
mate chess friends,
has, in the short
space of four years,
compiled such a
remarkable record
asan organiser that
we take special
pleasureinreferring
toherachievements
in the pages of the
B.C.M.

All wellinformed
chess votaries know
that Mrs. Bowles
is the life and soul
of the now famous
Ladies’Chess Club,
but few know how
she became ac-
quaintedwithchess.
The story is apretty
one. Mrs. Bowles
tells us that it was entirely through her husband’s love of chess that she, under
his tuition, learnt to play. At tennis, bllhards, &ec., they could play together.
Chess she deemed quite beyond a woman’s powers; but nature subsequently

MRs. RHODA A. BOWLES.
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came to her aid. After a few years of married life she was seized with a
terrible illness, and was almost blind for three weeks, during which period:
I had, she says,—to be amused in some way. My dear husband read to
me until I tired of that, then the brilliant idea struck him that he might
teach me the ¢ names’ of the chess pieces by ‘touch’—for my eyes were
bandaged night and day—this interested me greatly, and by the time that

I had learnt the names and how to move the pieces, the shield could be

lifted from my eyes sufficiently for me to see the 64 squares, and by the

time of my convalescence I could move each piece correctly. Then came

my eagerness to play a game! Oh the pleasure of it! No woman can

realize until she has faced her husband on what she thinks the highest

pinnacle beyond her. Of course I ever stood a chance of winning, but

the pleasure was to be in the same ‘running’; to try, now that I was on

the track, to perfect my speed—in other words play—until I could catch

him up. I haven’t done this yet, but I sometimes trap him, and have the

pleasure of hearing him say ‘ well-played.’

After her recovery Mrs. Bowles became one of a coterie of ladies who
met every week at each others houses to play chess; but finding there was
a natural feeling of diffidence to this system Mrs. Bowles advocated, and
was chiefly instrumental in securing, a small room at Charing Cross. Lady
Newnes was invited to become president, and gladly consented ; Mors.
Bowles was the first match captain and tournament secretary of the club,
and was shortly after elected secretary aund treasurer, and here, with the
modest annual subscription of 5/-, was practically started the now famous
Ladies’ Chess Club. A successful tournament with 28 players was
inaugurated, and the membership increased so rapidly that the subscription
was raised, with an entrance fee of 5/ Matches (23), chiefly for the.
sake of practice and experience, were arranged with other clubs; and of
the first 200 games played the Ladies scored 79% to ro64—a more reliable
index of their skill than match results can indicate. As might be expected
the little room at Charing Cross soon proved inadequate to the require-
ments of the now vigorous society, and it was found necessary to remove
to more suitable quarters at 103, Great Russell Street, W C., which however
was quickly outgrown, and the club now meets at 18a, Clifford Street, New
Bond Street, the subscription being one guinea, with entrance fee 10/6.

At the Hastings Tourney, in 1895, in the Ladies’ section, no less than
five of the prizes were won by members of the Ladies’ Club. The espriz
de corps now manifest in the club could be traced largely to the indefatigable
energy and exceptional organising powers of Mrs. Bowles, whose efforts
were so highly appreciated by her fellow members that they presented to
her in 1896 a beautiful writing table as a slight token of regard.

By this time the club membership had risen to over 100, and yet the
ambmon of the “Little Mother” was not satisfied. She had long thought
that an International Tournament for Ladies would be a fitting event to be
held during the Diamond Jubilee year of our Queen’s reign. Indeed so
far back as Whitsuntide, 1896, Mrs. Bowles had sought the opinion of
several influential friends, whose encouragement was further emphasised by
Sir George Newnes, who generously gave £6o for the first prize. The
tournament was played in London; lasted a fortnight, from June 23rd,

B 2
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1897, and proved a huge success—no less than 20 Ladies from all parts
of the world competing for the prizes—the aggregate value of which
amounted to some 4£250! The competitors came from Canada, New
York, Germany, France, &c. Miss Rudge (England) proved to be the
champion player and took first prize. Mrs. Worrall took the fourth prize
to America, and received a great ovation. After the tournament the
competitors marked their indebtedness to Mrs. Bowles by giving her a
_beautiful gold bracelet, with gold chess Queen as pendant.

We have long held the opinion that the officials of chess clubs devote
too little attention to the social side of the game; and the wonderful
successes achieved by Mrs. Bowles confirm our opinions. Every year the
birthday of the Ladies’ Club is honoured at a delightful re-union party, the
fifth of which was given last month. On January 17th, Mrs. Bowles wrote
to us as follows :—We celebrated the club’s fifth birthday on Monday last
(January -15th), when Mr. Atherley-Jones, Q.C.,, M.P,, played 10 ladies
simultaneously, winning 8} ; Mrs. Chapman, one of our best match players,
being the only winner against him. Congratulations were poured in
upon us by our numerous chess friends, who came from all parts to wish
us ‘many happy returns of the day,” and to see our new quarters, which are
situated at 18a, Clifford Street, near New Bond Street. Among those
present were Gen. Minto Elliot, Col. White (C.W.., of Sunbury), Capt.
McCanlis, Mr. Edward B. Schwann, Mr. W. W. White (Kent County Associa-
tion), Mr. Walter Russell (hon. sec. City of London Club), Mr. Carslake
Winter Wood, Mr. Gunsberg, Mr. Antony Guest (chess editor Morning
Post), Dr. Ballard and Mrs. Ballard, Mrs. Ada S. Ballin (editor Womanhood),
Mrs. Van Vliet, Mrs. Guest, Mr. Grantham Williams, Mr. Mocatta, Mr. R.
Griffiths, Mr. Walter Gurner, and many other well-known chess enthusiasts.

We also learn from the February issue of Womankhood that the new
quarters lent themselves capitally for the cccasion, and the brightness of
the rooms was enhanced by the scarlet and white (the lLadies’ Chess Club
colours) of the beautiful flowers which were prettily arranged about them.
One room was devoted to alternation and consultation games. At one
table Mrs. Fagan (the club’s champion) paired with Mr. Mocatta (vice-
president City of London Chess Club) against Miss Rita Fox and Dr.
Ballard (St. George’s Chess Club) played two alternation games, both of
which were won by Mrs. Fagan and her partner. Miss Finn, with Mr.
Grantham Williams, played a spirited game against Mrs. Anderson and the
Rev. F. W. Cleworth (of the Manchester Club), while Mrs. Bowles and
Mr. Walter Russell won two games against Mrs. Robins in partnership with
Captain McCanlis. There were several single-handed games of an enjoy-
able character, and plenty of chess chat. The gold medal, which was
given as a brilliancy prize by the Ladies’ Chess Club, and won by Herr
Lasker in the recent London International Tournament, fully inscribed
with the winner’s name, was handed around for his many admirers to see
before posting it off to Herr Lasker, who is at present in Berlin.

The continuous tournament of the club was finished on January r1st,
and the prize-winners for the best percentage of wins on the number of
games played were Mrs. Fagan, 1st, for the very fine percentage of go'72;
and Mrs. Clerke, 2nd, with 70°62 per cent. There were three prizes given
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for the largest number of games played, showmg the best proportion of
wins ; in this Mrs. Clerke headed the list with 143 games played, of which
she won 1o1. Mrs. Hussey was second, with 140 games played and 95
wins ; Mrs. Stevenson third, having played 81, winning 41. The tourna-
ment brought so much pleasure to those competing, that it was decided to
start another, which is now in full swing.

In the London League contest this season the Ladies’ have done
remarkably well, having won five matches out of six played. They now

" tie with the Polytechnic, whose team they defeated early in the season.

We congratulate Mrs. Bowles most heartily on the success which has
attended her efforts on behalf of the club for which she has done so much,
and we hope that the members will continue to enjoy, for many years to
come, the pleasures which arise from her arduous labours in their behalf.

For permission to reproduce the portrait we publish of Mrs. Bowles,
we are indebted to Mrs. Ada S. Ballin, the editor of Womanhood—a bright
magazine of woman’s progress and interests political, legal, social, and
intellectual ; and of health and beauty culture. Written by the highest
authorities in each branch and splendidly illustrated. Published by F. L.
Ballin, 5, Agar Street, Strand, London, price sixpence.

“SociaL CHEss” (review p. §53).—We find the expression *‘Social
Chess ” is after all the late Mr. Ruskin’s, as it occurred in a letter sent by
him to the editor of the Ctkess Montkly subsequent to the letter to the
Dazly Telegraph.

There is some talk of an International Chess Congress taking place
in America next year.

March 21st and 22nd is to be the date of the cable match between
Oxford and Cambridge and the American Colleges.

The first two games in the match between Messrs. Marshall and
Johnston, at the Chicago Chess Club, were won by Mr. Marshall. The
latest score that we have received is Marshall 4, Johnson 2, drawn 2.
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At the beginning of last December a tourney was set on foot among
the members of the Venetian Chess Club. Although the club has 55
members, only 18 entered, those of the first class entirely abstaining.. The
entrants were divided into six classes, and the prizes consist of medals of
honour, together with the spontaneous offerings of the members.

We are sorry to find that the Italian Spanish chess magazine, Ruy
Lopesz, is defunct. It will however be replaced by a new monthly Italian
magazine, bearing the title 'L’ Unione Scacchistica Italiana, which was to be
published for the first time last month by Signor Guglielmetti, secretary of
the Union, Caffé Centrale, Via della Rosa, Rome. The foreign subscription
price is 6 lire, or nearly five shillings.

On January 18th, Mr. Rhodes Marriott, hon. treas. of the Northern
Counties Chess Union, delivered an interesting lecture on the French
Defence to the members of the Ardwick (Manchester) Club. After the
lecture (of which we hope to publish an excerpt in our next issue), Mr.
Brodsky and Mr. Marriott played the members simultaneously, the single
players taking the move at alternate boards.

Major Hanham is the champion this year of the Manhattan Club,
New York. Mr. Delmar was second, and Mr. Marshall third. As the
champion of the Brooklyn Club, the latter did not do as much as was
expected of him, but he was not in his usual form, and at the London
International Tourney last year looked delicate, though he was successful.
He is now playing a match with Mr. Johnston, of Chicago, for 100 dollars
a-side. There is a strong entry for the championship of the Franklin Club
of Philadelphia, which is probably now in progress.

The Cape Times of January sth states that the Handicap Tournament
at the Durban Chess Club resulted in Mr. Cecil A. L. Bull winning first
prize. Messrs. Chard and Borders tied for second and third, and Mr.
Hallam took the fourth prize. The usual scale of odds from Pawn and
move to Kt obtained. From the above named journal we also learn that
the match between Messrs. E. Roberts and A. J. A. Cameron, for the leading
position in the Cape Town Chess Club, has resulted in favour of the
latter by the odd game. Of the five games played two have been won by
Mr. Cameron, one by Mr. Roberts, and the other two were drawn.

"The following anecdote of Pillsbury, which we take from the New
York Clipper, is amusing :—Someone tells a good story of Pillsbury’s
absolute coolness and self possession in his blindfold exhibitions, in what
to most people would look like trying situations. ¢ Pillsbury’s only over-
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sight during the entire session was the loss of a piece, which he thought
was protected by one of his Pawns. When the player gathered it in Harry
was a bit taken aback. ‘Are you sure the position is correct?’ he asked
of the teller. ‘Yes,’ replied the latter, and added, ‘It’s a clear piece’
Harry pulled himself together, then studied intently for a minute, and
retorted calmly, ‘It will be a clear piece when he gets it.’ Sure enough, in
a couple of more moves he had a piece in return for the one he had lost.
Though he dropped a Pawn in the transaction, he finally pulled out a winner.”

We have received a lengthy report of the proceedings of the ¢Pillsbury
National Correspondence Chess Association,” from which we gather that
the Association has three national correspondence tourneys still unfinished,
and a fourth only just begun. In the first and oldest tourney the champions
in five divisions of the country are known, and they are now playing with
each other in the final round, but as they are resident respectively in
California, Virginia, Texas, Connecticut, and Kansas, it will evidently be
some time yet before the ultimate decision, especially since there are three
other divisions whose champions are not yet known. This being the case
with Tourney No. 1, it may be well imagined that progress in Nos. 2 and
3 is still more backward. In the correspondence match with Canada, 47
of the 100 games are decided, and America is leading with the score of
254 to 214,

The usual matches between representatives of the American colleges
took place in the Christmas week at New York, but this time they had a
special interest in connection with the choice of a team to play against
Oxford and Cambridge, in the next Universities’ cable match. Harvard
was represented by Mr. Perry, who won 5 games and lost 1 ; and Mr. Rice,
who won 4 and lost 2 ; total to Harvard, 9. Messrs. Sewall (44 to 13) and
Falk (4 to 2) fought for Columbia, whose total therefore was 4. Yale had
a total of 5, gained by Messrs. Cook (4 to 2) and Morgan (1 to 5); and
Princeton’s total of 1} was made up by Mr. Henly (1 to 5) and Mr. Hunt
(% to 53). In addition to these annual contests, there was a “ Triangular
College League” battle, between the colleges of Pennsylvania, Cornell, and
Brown, whose successful efforts, in the order named, totalled 6, 5}, and 1}
games each. It is therefore probable that the representatives of Harvard,
Columbia, and perhaps Pennsylvania, will play in the cable match.

The Austro-Hungarian National Tournament, at Vienna, for which
such a large number of prizes was provided in proportion to the entries,
ended recently in a victory for Herr MarGczy, who won the first prize of
1000 kronen with the excellent score of g games out of a possible 11. There
is no doubt that, barring Charousek, whose absence through illness was
much regretted, Mardczy is now the strongest player that the dual kingdom
possesses. The second and third prizes were divided between Brody and
Schlechter, who scored 8 each, and received 675 kronen apiece. Alapin’s
total was 64, and -he gained the fourth prize of soo kronen. The other
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successful scores were those of Marco, Wolf, and Zinkl, 6 each; Kétrc s,
Popiel 44, Albin 4, Schwarz 3. Herr Kétrc is a problem composer, and
his play in the tourney did him great credit ; but the other problemist who
entered, Herr Prock, failed to win or draw a game. Brody is a young
player whose success gives much promise for the future.

Yorkshire . Lancashire.—This match, with 30 players and 6 reserves

‘on each side, will be played at Dyson’s Restaurant, Church Street, Man-

chester, on Saturday, February 3rd, play commencing at 3 p.m. At 7-30
p-m. the teams will be entertained to dinner by Mr. A. E. Moore, vice-

president N.C.C.U. and president of the North Manchester Club.

The Yorkshire executive met at Leeds, on January 27th, to place its
team in order. The hon. secretary intimated that the selected players had
responded splendidly to his call, so that the county will be well represented—

'no matter what the result of the contest may be. The committee also had

under consideration a challenge from Cheshire, to contest a match at Brad-
ford, with teams of 25 players on each side. April 21st or 28th were
suggested as the date of play, but as the Northern match z. Midland Asso-
ciation ; and the Northern championship contest at Manchester, are fixed
for decision during April, the Yorkshire secretary was instructed to suggest
that the match take place during February, March, or May, in which event
the challenge will be accepted. ,

The present state of the score in the correspondence match Yorkshire
v. Kent, now proceeding, is Yorkshire 11, Kent o, drawn 3.

Chess in Scotland.—In the ‘‘Richardson” Cup Competitions the .
Glasgow Club has ‘thrown out’ Falkirk by 34 to 14, and the Edinburgh Club
has defeated Dundee by 3 to 2. Dundee has therefore to relinquish the
Cup after holding it for one year, but that club will always have the honour
of being the first to win it. Their strongest player, Mr. W. N. Walker,
was apparéntly unable to take part in the tie with Edinburgh.

Glasgow C.C. and Edinburgh are now face to face in the final, and it
should be a close hard contest. :

The Burns Club defeated the Glasgow C.C. in a match at the
Athenzum, on 18th January, by 73 to 64.

Herr Mieles has now left Glasgow after a stay of about three weeks.

There has been a good deal of talk about an International Chess
Tournament at the Glasgow Exhibition, in 1901, but, at present, prospects
of such an event being arranged are by no means favourable.

The 17th annual Scottish Chess Congress will be opened at the
Dundee Chess Club, on Good Friday, 13th April, 1900, when the usual
Tournaments will be held, 7., ¢ Major,” “ Minor,” and *“ Handicap” All
members of the Association are invited to take part. Entry money to
Association is 5/-, and entry money to the Tournaments is 2/6 to 1o/-.
Rules and particulars may be obtained from the secretary, Mr. B. B. Maxwell,
26, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh.
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La Stratégie laments that there is no suitable locality in’ Paris for a
great chess match, or for important séances given by prominent masters,
such as M. Rosenthal’s annual exhibition of blindfold play. There
are indeed clubs like the “Grand Cercle,” the ¢Cercle Artistique et
Litteraire,” and others, which afford only small accommodation to chess
players, but they are closed to the general public. What they do is for the
benefit of their own members, and not for the propagation of chess in
general. Thus, for instance, the Grand Cercle is going this year to devote
an important sum to the International Tourney, but how many Parisians
and provincials will take part in this contest? Those only who are able
or willing to subscribe 100 francs. The Philidor Club, which is the most
important in Paris as to numbers, meets in a Caté, the funds not admitting
of the payment of a rent. There is to be, however, an effort to remedy
this. A body of amateurs are about to establish a French Chess Associa-
- tion at 36, Rue Richelieuy, to meet on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Saturdays, from 4 to 7 p.m., with a subscription of 12 fr. We wish this
movement every success, but we agree with the Stratégie that the:
subscription is rather too small to ensure permanent longevity, as well as
ample accommodation in a city with dear rents like those of Paris. One
thing we are sure our French friends will not do, and’ that is to put their
guests who take part in the International Tourney into a bare boarded
room, without carpet or other suitable furniture, like that at the London
Royal Aquarium last year. '

NorTHERN CouNTiEs CHESS UNION..—The reference committee of the
Southern Counties Chess Union met on Jan. 13th, at the City of London
Chess Club, and among other important business considered the challenge
from the N.C.C.U. to a correspondence match, 50 players a-side. The
challenge was unanimously accepted, provided the match be not com-
menced till next October; it being the opinion of the majority of the
members that it would be impossible to get together 50 Southern players
of the necessary strength during the summer months. The Northern
Union executive has agreed to the suggested date for starting play, and
has also accepted the Southern proposal that two games should be
contested by each pair of players.

The N.C.C.U. challenge to the Midland Counties Association to con-
test a match at York, on April 7th, has met with acceptance, but the
teams will consist of 5o players a-side, with 10 reserves, instead of 100 as
proposed. Play will start at 4-15 p.m. and continue till 8-45 p.m. Time-
limit 20 moves per hour. Unfinished games will be submitted to
Mr. D. Y. Mills, Edinburgh.

The arrangements for the Congress in Manchester during Easter week
(play commencing April 16th) are proceeding satisfactorily. It is very
probable that the tournaments will be played in the Lecture Hall of the
Athenzum, Princess Street, the scene of the Manchester International
Tournament, 1890, in which Dr. Tarrasch won first prize.

SouTHERN CouNTiEs CHEss UNioN.—Surrey and Hampshire met at
the City of London Club, on November 18th ; two games upon which the
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captains could not decide had to be sent to the official adjudicator of the
Union, whose decision was not given till early in January. When made
known it gave one game to each side, and the result of the match was

_ Hampshire 8%, Surrey 74. Hampshire has not previously beaten Surrey
since the spring! of 1893, though they had a drawn match in 1894. It was
undoubtedly the case however that Surrey was short of several leading players.
Hampshire and Kent met at the same place on January 13th; Hampshire
were however two players short at the outset, and the players present
appeared to be out of form; the result was Hampshire only one win in
play, and one on adjudication, and the final score was Kent 114, Hampshire
4%. Surrey and Sussex met on the same day at Brighton. The Surrey team
was not quite so strong as that which met Hants, and the Sussex team was
a very representative one, yet Surrey won by 93 to 64. Hants and Sussex
have to meet at Chichester in February; if Hants can win, they tie with
Surrey in the South-Eastern section. :

On January 13, Somerset met and defeated Wilts, at the Guildhall,
Bath (by permission of the Mayor). The scores were Somerset 7, Wilts 3,
drawn 6. Mr. H. W. Trenchard headed the Somerset team. The three
winners for Wilts were Rev. J. F. Welsh, Mr. Keyworth, and Mr. Baker.

At a meeting of the Reference Committee of the Union, held in
London, January 13th, it was decided to write to the Nor:hern and Midland
Unions suggesting a meeting of delegates at Birmingham, at the end of
February or the beginning of March, to consider matters of mutual interest
to the three Unions. March 3rd will probably be selected.

Midland Counties Chess Association.—The inter-county championship
contest has progressed excellently, and the semi-final stage has been
" reached. In the second round Salop brought off a surprise victory over
Stafford by the odd game, much to the latter’s chagrin; Worcester beat
Hereford pretty easily ; Derby drew with Notts, at Nottingham, but lost
the replay at Derby by 71 to 4% ; and Warwickshire beat Oxford (away) by
7 games to 5. The pairing now is: Salop v. Worcestershire and Notts .
Warwickshire, to be played by the end of February, the former having
choice of rooms, '

London.—A great number of friendly inter-club matches have been
fought out during January, but interest principally centres in the various
competitions of the London Chess League.

Fitzroy Chess Club has removed to new quarters, 73, Newman Street,
Oxford Street. The secretary is Mr. Ronald Kelly, 7, Bradistone Road,
St. Peter'’s Park, who will be glad to receive names of anyone wishful to
join the club.

In the Championship Tournament of the City of London Chess Club,
the following are the positions of the leading players: Lawrence, 104 out of
11; Ward, g out of 11; Herbert Jacobs, 7 out of 9; Loman, 5% out of §;
Alcock, 5 out of 9; E. O. Jones, 7 out of 11.
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London Chess League.—Play in the various divisions of the League
Competition has proceeded briskly during the month.

In the “ A” division a match was played on the 4th, between Insurance
and Spread Eagle, and at the call of time the score was Insurance 8, Spread
Eagle 7, and five games left for adjudication. On the 11th, a match took
place between Ludgate Circus and Spread Eagle, Ludgate Circus scoring
8%, and Spread Eagle 634, and again 5 games left for adjudication. On the
same evening Metropolitan beat West London by 15 to 5. On the 17th,
Athenzum defeated Hampstead by 11} to 84. The leaders now are :-—-
Metropolitan 6 out of 6, and Battersea 3 out of 3.

In the “C?” division the leaders are Ladies and Polytechnic, each
5 out of 6; Clapham, 3out of 4. In the “D?” division the leader is
Local Government Board, 3 out of 3. :

OBITUARY.

We regret to learn that the Rt. Hon. Harry Escombe, Q.C,
ex-Premier of Natal, is dead. He died, it appears, suddenly, probably of
heart disease, and was not killed in the war. In a recent issue we spoke
of his great interest in chess. He was a strong player and president of the
Durban Club, and won the right to be one of the four representatives of
Natal at the South African Chess Congress, held at Cape Town last April.

THE LATE JoHN RUSKIN.

{ which occurred on the 2oth January. Both in length of days and
“noble work nobly done” John Ruskin was a remarkable man.
2= Poet, philosopher, socialist, social reformer, artist, but above all a
writer of such magnificent English as only appears once in a century—
English so pellucid. so rich, so majestic, so full, that to read it was like
looking at a glorious picture by Raphael or Turner. But it is in none of
these aspects that we here regard him. Here we think of Ruskin asa
votary of chess—for he was an enthusiastic lover of the game—that is of
chess of a sort, for he would have none of the Pawn-gaining, wood-shifting,
snail-creeping chess. He loved only the “grand style,” the sweeping
majesty of a game by Morphy, or the glittering beauty of a blindfold gem
by Blackburne. He regarded chess from its artistic side—as indeed was
to be expected of him. He never played chess in public or in any club,
reserving it as a relaxation in his own home ; but he took great interest in
published games of a brilliant description, and was specially fond of Bird’s
bright games of years ago,and on more than one occasion wrote to that Master.
On the resuscitation of the British Chess Association in the early
eighties, Mr. Ruskin became one of its vice-presidents, and at each of the
Chess Congresses of 1885, 1886, and 1887, there was a special competition
open for players engaged in art, science, and literature, called the ‘Ruskin’
competition, a prize in each case being a fine selection of Ruskin’s works,
beautifully bound, presented by himself and bearing his autograph.

ﬁg’l is with sincere regret that we record the death of John Ruskin,
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DrR. Max LANGE.

C E were able only briefly to announce, in going to press last
month, the death of this celebrated man, which took place
on December 8th, at Leipsic, the scene of his long continued

/ residence and labours.

Dr. Max Lange was born at Magdeburg in 1832, where he attended
the Grammar School, to lay the foundation of the various departments of
knowledge which he afterwards built up at the Universities of Jena, Berlin, -
Hall¢, and Heidelberg. He finally devoted himself entirely to the study
of jurisprudence and philosophy, in both of which faculties he obtained
the degree of Doctor. While he was still a schoolboy he gave practical
proof of his interest in chess, for in 1849 he founded the school chess club
“Sophrosyne,” and a Magdeburg chess magazine, which however lived only
one year. From 1858 to 1864 he was, first with Anderssen, then with
Hirschfeld and Suhle, and afterwards alone, the editor of a chess magazine
established by the Berlin Club, and he also conducted the Sonfagsblatt for
amateurs, and a chess column in the Zeipsic [llustraled Journal. About
1862 he founded the West German Chess Association, and won the first
prize in its tourneys at Diisseldorf three years in succession, as well as
in 1867 at Aix la Chapelle, and Hamburg in 1868. He was likewise one
of the original members of the German Schachbund, and on the death of
the much lamented Herr Zwanzig, he succeeded him in the management of
it. In this capacity he unfortunately proved to be too arbitrary, and it led
to a temporary split in the Association, and to the holding of two rival
_ Masters’ tournaments in Germany in the same year. For the last three

decades he has almost entirely withdrawn from tourneys and match play,
without, however, giving up any of his interest in chess or his labours for it.

As a writer on the game he retained his first love to the last, and will
be known to posterity more in this capacity than as a player or organiser.
His numerous chess works are very attractive by their brilliancy and
originality of style, and their sound erudition, and his contributions to the
theory are very valuable. He gave his name to the wellknown variation
of the Giuoco Piano, and has made many important suggestions in other
openings, notably the Evans, King’s Knight's, and Bishop’s Gambits, in
which he originated several new variations. In addition to his works on
other subjects, his principal ones on chess consisted of the following:—
«“Sammlung der Schachpartien,” 1855; *Lehrbuch des Schachspiels,”
1856 and 1865; *Paul Morphy,” 1859, 1881, and 1894 ; ‘“Kritik der
Eroffnungen,” 1855; ‘‘Handbuch der Schachaufgaben,” 1862; “Jahrbiicher
des Westdeutschen Schachbundes,” 1862 and 1863.

He was an honorary member of several German chess clubs, the
principal ones being the Augustea of Leipsic, the Magdeburg Club, and
the Dresden Club.

The game which we re-produce in our present issue gives a good idea
of Dr. Max Lange’s chess powers at the height of his strength. He will
be ever remembered both as a most ingenious combatant over the board,
and also as a fertile inventor of new modes of play in several of the open-
ings, and a very valuable contributor to chess literature.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

ENGLAND VERSUs SCOTLAND.

To THE EDITOR OF THE B.C.M.
SIR
' I have read with interest Mr. Whitelaw’s letter on above subject,

and have only one question to ask, viz., where does Ireland come in? :

I think a match versus either England or Scotland, or both, would be of
inestimable benefit to chess in Ireland. Of course at first it would have to be
with a limited number of players, and we should probably get well beaten, but
in time we might improve.

Hoping you can find room for this, I enclose my card and remain,

" Yours truly, «IRELAND.”

BELFAST, 24tk January, 1900. )
[We hope the time is not far distant when teams representing England,
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales will meet each other in annual contest;
- meantime we suggest to our Belfast correspondent that efforts should be
put forth to revive the Irish Chess Association as the proper authority to
issue and reeeive National challenges.—Eb. B.C.M.]

The Openings.—A correspondent writes us that he has carefully gone
through Mr. Blackburne’s lately published book, and he finds that in nearly
every game won by Mr. Blackburne, from weaker opponents, the loser had
really a lost game, theoretically, somewhere about the tenth move in the
game, and in many games even earlier. We cannot say whether this be so or
not, as we have not had the leisure to play all the games over, but we incline to
the belief that our correspondent’s conclusion is pretty nearly correct. Our
own experience is that at least go per cent. of games played between experts
and inexperienced amateurs are practically lost by the amateurs before they
have made a dozen moves. To play chess well, a fair knowledge of the
openings is absolutely essential. The chess player who tries to construct
his game on a faulty opening, is like the architect who builds his edifice on
a rotten foundation. Both are bound to collapse to well-directed pressure.
Moral: Look to your theory, and beware of the individual who ostenta-
tiously tells you, as if it is something to be proud of, that he knows nothing
of the openings. If you search him, it is more than likely you will find
him possessed of a pocket edition of the chess openings, to which he refers
much oftener than to his bible or prayer-book.— Hereford Times.
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Max Lange’s by the late Mr. Wayte.
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GAME No. 1,854.

The following beautiful game was first published in Dr. Max Lange’s
Sammlung Neuer Schackh-Partien, in 1857, and was afterwards transferred
to the pages of the Cless Player's Chronicle of 1877, with notes revised from

of the deceased master’s skill.

It

will be found a capital specimen

Scotch Gambit.

NotEes REVISED BY C. E. RANKEN.

I

WHITE. BLACK.
Herr MAX LANGE. Herr v. SCHIERSTEDT.
P—K 4 1 P—K g4
Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 3
P—Q 4 3 PxP
B—Kt 5

2
3
4

10
II
12

13

14
15

This unusual move is described by
Max Lange in 1857 as worth trying in
practice, but it had not then found its
way into the books. He further
observes that if Black continue with
4..., B—Kt 5ch, thereply is 5 Q Kt—
Q 2, and White must recoverthe Pawn.

4 B—B4
Castles 5 K Kt—K 2
Q Kt—Q 2 6 P—Q 4
............... If Castles, or P—Q 3,

White, of course, regains the Pawn by

Kt—Kt 3. Nevertheless Castles ap-

pears to be his best play.

PxP 7 QxP

B-QBs 8Q—Qsg
............... He should have played

now 8..., Q—R 4; and if 9 Kt—Kt

3, B—K Kt 5.
Kt—Kt 5 9 Kt—K 4

............... Castling, of course, was
out of the question, in face of the reply

Q—R 5.

KtxBP 10 Kt x Kt

BxKtch 11t KxB

Q—R s5ch 12 P—Kt3

QxB 13 Kt—B 3
............... P—Q Kt 3 here was

specious, as enabing Black to defend
his weak Q P by P—B 4; but White’s
answer, 14 Q—K 5, would have met
it quite sufficiently.

Kt—B 3 14 R—Ksq
B—KR6! 15 B—K B4
............ Black is now in difficulties,

for he is threatened with Q R—Q sq,

16
17

18
19

20

and also with Kt—Kt 5 ch, and this
move does not help him, for White
might have proceeded with Kt—XKt 5
ch at once, but he prefers to bring his
other forces into action.

QR—K sq 16 Q—Q 2
Q—B 4 ch

Perhaps stronger than 17 Kt—Kt 5
ch, for then K-—Kt sq; 18 Q—B 4 ch,
K—R sq; 19 Kt—B 7 ch, K—Kt sq;
and now neither Kt—K 5 or Q 6 dis.
ch are of any use.

17 B—K 3

............... This is weak ;
should have gone to B 3.

Kt—Kt5ch 18 K—B 3
Q—K 2 _

There was nothing to be gained by
the exchange of pieces, and the retreat
of the Queen was planned as the pre-
liminary step to a brilliant sacrifice.

the K

19 B—Kt 5
P—K B3
Position after White’s 20th move :—
P—K B 3.

BLACK (SCHIERSTEDT).

WHITE (MAX LANGE).




21
22
23
24

25
26

27

DWW N -
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20 RxQ
PxBdis. ch 21 K—K 4
RxRch 22 K—Qg4
Kt—K 4 23 K—B ;5
P—QR4 24 QxP
............... Black’s last few moves

were evidently forced, and if he now
play P—Q 6 or K—Kt 5, it will be
seen that he must either lose his Queen
or be mated.

P—Kt 3 cl’1 25 K—Kt 5
B—Qz2ch 26 K—R6
Kt—B 3

It seems doubtful if this is the best
course (see next note). R—K sq looks
more forcible, for thenif 27..., K—Kt7;

28

69

28 R—Kt sq ch, and if KxP, he
loses his Queen; or if K—R 6 or 7,
then 29 Kt—B 2, followed by Kt—Q

3, and wins.
27 PxKt

............... Max Lange remarks that
the correct defence here was K—Kt 7.
Mr. Wayte thought that White could
then play P—K R 3, to drive away
the Queen, but he overlooked the
continuation Q x R, and K x P, after-
wards winning another Pawn, and
retaining three Pawns for the piece.

BxP 28 Kt—Kt g

And White announced mate in six
moves, the solution of which we

leave to our readers.

GAME No.

1,855.

The following game was played at Boston, between Pillsbury and the
Bostonian player Barry, who distinguished himself in the Cable matches
between England and the States.

Ruy Lopes.

Notes By R. TEICHMANN.
WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. BARRY. Mr. PILLSBURY.

P—Kg4 1 P—K 4
Kt—K B3 2 Kt—QB3
B—Kt 5 3 Kt—B 3
P—Q 4

A deviation from the usual 4 Cas-
tles ; it should only lead to an even

game.
4 KKtxP
............... Px P leads to an equal
game.
P—Qs 5 Kt—Q 3
Kt—B'3 6 P—K 5
.............. This move seems to be

of doubtful value, whilst 6..., Kt x B;
7 Ktx Kt, P—Q R 3 appears to give
quite a satisfactory game for Black.

Kt—K Kts 7 Kt—K 4

.................. Kt—Kt sq, although
somewhat slow, would have been bet-
ter, as the loose position of the Knight

II
I2
13
14
15

16

at K 4 gives White time to develop
his Queen.

Q—Q 4 8 P—K B3
Kt (Kts)xP 9 KtxB
Kt x Kt 10 P—QR 3

............... Not good, as White’s
excellent answer proves ; but if P—Q
3, in order to prevent the threatened

P—Q 6, then 11 P—K B 4, Kt—Kt 3;
12 Q—B 3 or 4, and White also wins.
Q—R 4 11 R—Q Kt sq
Kt—Q 4 12 B—K 2
Q—Kt3 13 P—Q3
P—K B4 14 Kt—Kt 5
Castles 15 P—K B4

..Black apparently preferred
losmg lhe exchange to having his game
hopelessly cramped by White’s P—K
B 5, followed eventually by Kt—K 6.

Kt—Kt 3 16 Castles
. ssessrscevesses Again it is only a choice
of evils. The loss of the exchange

for a Pawn being apparently the pre-
ferable course.
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17 Kt—B 6 17 PxKt Position after Black’s 3Ist move:—
18 QxR 18 PxP . P—KR3.
19 Q—Kt 3 19 P—B 3 BLACK (MR. PILLSBURY).

20 B—Q 2 20 Q—B 2
21 QR—K sq 21 B—B 3
22 P=KR3 22 B—Qgjch
23 K—R sq

Position after White’s 23rd move:—
K—R sq.

BLACK (MR. PILLSBURY).

WHITE (MR. BARRY).

............... Thismove is immediately
fatal ; but the game cannot be saved.
If B—Kt 3; 32 Q—Kt 5, and the
threat P—B 5 cannot be prevented.

32 RxPch

- A Drilliant move ; White announced
here mate in 13 moves, which shows
Mr. Barry to be a player of great

WHITE (MR. BARKRY).

23 Kt—B 7 ch ' accuracy of calculation ; it must, how-
ever, be adwitted that the real modus
............... Perhaps a miscalculation. operandi is much shorter, as several
Anyway, Kt—B 3,10 be followed by moves are useless, being only of a
K—R sqand Kt—K 5 seems Detter, delaying nature.
as White could then only have removed
this Knight at the cost of a strong 32 KxR
passed Pawn for Black. 33 R—K7ch 33 K—Ktsq
34 QxP 34 B-—Kt 8 ch
24 K—R 2 24 Kt—K 5 35 K—R sq 35 B—Q 3
25 Ktx Kt 25 Px Kt 36 PxB 36 QxP
26 lgxP 26 BxKt P 37 Q—Ktsch 37 K—Rsq
27 P—B 3 27 B—R 6 38 Q—R 4ch 38 K—Ktsq.
39 Q—Kt 3 ch

The decisive move, as Black cannot

prevent R—K 7. The zigzag manceuvre with the

Queen is very interesting.

28 KR—Ksq 28 B—Q B4
29 R—K ¢ 29 Q—Kt 3 . 39 K—R sq

30 Q—Q sq 30 B—B 4 40 B—B 3 40 QxB

31 Q—R ;5 31t P-KR 3 41 Qx Q ch, and mate in 3 moves.




I
2

>R ]

10
II

THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE.

71

GAME No. 1,856.

Played in the current tournament at the City of London Chess Club.
Queen's Gambit.

Notes By R. TEICHMANN.

WHITE. BLACK.

Mr. CURNOCK. Mr. LAWRENCE.
P—Q 4 1 P—Q 4
P—Q B4 2 P—K 4

vee eeseeeeenn. This counter gambit is
not good, and should lead to a lost
game.

PxK P

3 P—K 3 gives White at least an
even game., ¢.8., 3..., PxB P; 4 Bx
P, PxP; 5 PxP, and the .isolated
Pawn is no weakness.

- 3P—Qs5
P—QR3

A good move. White may also play
P—K 4 with advantage. P—K 3 is
not good on_ account of B—Kt 5 ch,
5B—Q 2, PxP, &c.

4 Kt—Q B 3

Kt—K B 3 5 P_K B3

............... Black gives up the Pawn,
but it would seem that B—K Kt 5, in

order to recover the Pawn, might have *

been played ; if then 5..., B—K Kt 53
6 P—K 3, KtxP; 7PxP,BxKt; 8
Px B, QxP with advantage; and if
6 B—B 4, Kt—K 2, followed by
Kt—Kt 3.

PxP 6 KtxP

P—K 3 7 B—Kt 5

B—K 2 8 B—Q 3
........... ... Black must either submit

to the exchange of Queens, or lose a
second Pawn. Ile chooses the latter
alternative, and fortune favours his
venture ; but it is manifest that his
attacking chances do not in any way
compensate for the loss of two Pawns.

Ktx P 9 B--Q 2
Kt—Q B 3 10 Castles
P—Q Kt 4

12
13

15

16
17

18

White’s first mistake. He had a
good development, and should simply
have Castled, after which it seems
difficult to see how Black could have
attacked with any prospect of success.

11 P-QR 4
P—Bg 12 PxP
PxB 13 PxKt
PxP 14 QxP
Q—XKt 3 ch

A bad blunder. 15 Castles would
still have left him with a very good
game, since Black could not have saved
his Pawn at Q B 6 in the long run.

15 K—R sq
QxP 16 Kt—K 5-
Q—B 2 17 KtxB P
Position after Black’s 17th move : —
Ktx B P. '
BLACK (MR. LAWRENCE).
WHITE (MR. CURNOCK).
R-—B sq

White seems to have overlooked at
his 14th move that he could not play
now 18 Castles on account of the rather
amusing finish 18..., Kt x Kt !; 19 Q x
Q, Kt x B mate.
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18 Kt—Kt 5
19 RxR ch 19 RxR
20 Q—QB5 20 Q—Q sq
21 Bx Kt

2

2

Here KtxKt, PxKt; 22 BxKt,
BxB; 23 B—Kt 2 seems to have
given fair chances of drawing, as Black
could no* have played the strong move

Q—B3.
21 BxB
B—Kt 2 22 Q—R 5 ch

. 23

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31

P—Kt 3 23 Q—B 3
K—Q 2 24 Ktx Kt

Bx Kt 25 Q—B 7 ch
K—Q 3 26 Q—K 7 ch
K—K 4 27 Q—Kt'7 ch
K—Q 3 28 Q—K 7 ch
K—K 4 29 Q—B 6 ch
K—Q 3 30 B—B 4 ch
K—B 3 31 R—B sq

And Black won.

GAME No. 1,857.

Played in the No. 3 Pillsbury National Correspondence Chess Associa-
tion Tournament, 1899.

Evans Gambit Declined.

NoTEs BY JAs. MASoON.

WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. L. C. MO1sE, Mr. J. W. HARRIMAN,
Emporia, Kansas. Towa City.
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 Kt—KB3 2 Kt—QB3
3 B—B4 3 B—Bg4
4 P—Q Kt g 4 B—Kt 3
sP—QR4 5P—QR3
6 P—B 3 6 Kt—B 3
............... Or6..., P—Q 3; to pin

-
- OO 0O

]

the Knight if White Castles; or if 7
Q—Kt 3, Q—K 2; there would be a
Giyoco Piano in which White should
hav& no advantage—his Queen being
badly placed for general purposes.
But this move is probably also good ;
particularly if followed by 7..., Q—
K 2; not allowing the Knight to be
pinned in the Castled position,—for,
with that, counter attack is not so
likely, and White is more at ease, in
spite of the indifferent situation of his
Queen.

Q—Kt 3 7 Castles
P—Q 3 8 P—Q 3
P—R 5 9 B—R 2
B—KKts 10 P-KR3
P—KR 4

Chancing —and, as it happens,
rightly. Against a second essay of this
sort it would be scarcely difficult for

12
13
14
15

Black to hit upon a stronger defence.
For instance, 11..., Q—K 2, would be
perfectly safe; the offered Bishop to
be taken later, if not retired. Some
pretty play follows.

11 PxB?
PxP 12 Kt—Kt 5
BxPch! 13 RxB,
P—Kt 6! 14 BxPch
K—K 2

Position after White’s 15th move :—
K—K 2.

BLACK (MR. HARRIMAN).

WHITE (MR. MOISE).

15 P—Q 4
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17
18

19

20
21

o
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............... Almost clearly necessary. 21 K—Kt 3
The great danger incurred by Black in 7
opening the file to White Rook—so 22 (I%X ﬁ ch h 22 IB\ Xll{{
soon—is now apparent. 23 x—Ksqc 23 b— > 5
A 24 K Kt—B 3! 24 Q—K 6 ch
PxR ch 16 KxP ‘
PxP 17 Kt—R 2 ceveenvanennennMuch better 24..., P—
. 1 O— K Kt 4. These checks give away the
Ilzt Rs! 18 8_% 3 game; removing Queen and Knight,
—Q 2 19 5 50 as to leave him under mate,—as in
veerernineio. There seems to e no the sequel. )
good defensive move at this stage ; so
he tries for attack—but unavailingly 25 K—Q sq 25 Kt—B 7 ch
in t.he end. The consequence is very 26 K—B 2 26 Q x QPch
curious. 27 K—Kt 3 27 P—Kt 4
P—Q 6dis.ch 20 B—K 3 28 KtxK P 28 QxQP
Kt-—Kt 5 ch 29 P—K Kt 4! 29 Resigns.
"Of course. If Black takes, then 22 .......... ...... Loss of Queen, &c.,

QxB+, KxQ; 23 RxQ, gaining
Knight or Bishop—with at least the

exchange 1n advantage. pondence.

GAME No. 1,858.

Played recently in Warsaw.
Evans Gambir.

follows directly.
men of chess, particularly by corres-

A remarkable speci-

FroM THE Warsaw Tygodnik Szaciowy.

WHITE. BLACK. 9 Kt—K B 3
. TAUBENHAUS. M. LANGLEBEN.
............... Black chooses the worst
P—K4- . 1 P—-Ky4 defence—a move nearly always bad in
Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B3 the defence to the Evans.
B—B 4 3 B--B4 10 P—K ;5 10 PxP
P—Q Kt 4 4 BxXKt P 11 B—R 3 11 KtxQP
P—B 3 5 B—B 4
Castles 6 P—Q 3 eeneens rreees A similar game occurs
P—Q 4 7 PxP in Stauntor’s Praxis. Black’s best is
: Kt—Q R 4 here. To take the Pawn
............... The defence suggested by as he does cour's disaster.
Lasker, in which Black returns the
Gambit Pawn, can be initiated here 72 Kt x Kt 12 Bx Kt
with 7..., B—Kt 3; and if 8 PxP, 13 Q—Kt 3
PxP; 90xQ, KtxQ; 10 KtxP, .
Black has the preferable position for Threatening Bx P ch and Q—K 6
the ending, and is quite safe. mate ! :
) 13 R—K B sq
II;txPQB 8 B—Kt 3 14 QR—-Qsq 14 P—QB3?
. 3 . . esseseresisenne B—K Kt 5 gives more
Morphy’s favourite mode of continu- chance. .
ing the attack, and very difficult to
defend easily. 15 Kt—K 2 15 B—K Kt ;

B3
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Threatening mate by 19 Ktx Kt P.

16 KtxB 16 BxR 18 Kt—B 5
17 RxB 17 Q—B 2
............... If 17..., Px Kt ; then 18

R—Ksqch, K—Q2; 19QxKtPch,
Q—B 2; 20 R—K 7 ch.

19 Kt—K 6 ch

18 R—K Kt sq
19 Resigns.

We - extract the. following games from Mr.

% Social Chess.”

Mason’s latest work,

GAME No. 1,859.

No. 5. Ponziani Attack (won by Rev. C. E. Ranken).
WHITE. BLACK. 8 Ktx Kt
1 P—K 4 1 P—K4 9 QxKtP
2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B4 Another risky capture; 9 QxQ Kt -
3 P—B3 3 Kt—B 3 would be all right. For then, if 9...,
. QxQ; 1o BxBch, KxBj 11 Px
............. Or 3., P—Q5; 4 Q— Q, %c.; or if 9..., BxB; 10 QxB
R4, P—B3; 5 B—Ktg, Kt—K2; .

6 PxP,QxP; 7P—Qg4, PxP, &ec.,
a more laborious line of defence.
White’s 3rd move distinguishes the
opening, which is also known as
Staunton s Attack, both Ponziani and
Staunton having accorded it much
prominence in their works. The idea
seems to be to form a centre, per-
‘chance ; meanwhile giving animportant
outlet to the Queen.

P—Q4 4 P—Q4

A likely continuation, 4..., KtxP;
5 P—Q 5, Kt—Ktsq; 6 B—Q 3, Kt
—K B 3; 7 KtxP, B—B 4, &c.
Notice in this how White recovers his
Pawn; for if 7..., Ktx I> (instead of
7..., B—B 4), then 8 B—Q B 4, and
Black may easily get into trouble.
Again, if 7..., Q—K 2, then 8 Castles
of course; and Black’s Queen is badly
placed, while he can take the Pawn
with no more success than before.

s B—QKts 5 KtxKP

6 KtxP 6 B—Q 2

7 Q—Kt3 7 Q—K 2
See Diagram.

8§ QxP

Dangercus to leave his King in line
with Black Queen. 8 Castles or 8 B—
K 3 would be safer ; or he might play
8 Kt x Kt, followed by 9 Castles or 9
B—XK 2 (protecting his King), accord-
ing to the_reply.

I0

II

ch, P—B 3; 11 Q—K 2, &c., there
would be no occasion for alarm.

.9 Kt—B 6 ch
K—B sq
1f he here takes the checking Knight,

naturally 10..., Kt—Q 3 (or B 4) ch,
and his Queen is lost.

10 Kt—Kt6ch!

............. The King should have

gone to Q sq. Then if 10..., Ktx

B Pch; 11 K—B 2, he would be

pretty safe, whatever complications

might ensue, or however numerous the
variations.

P x Kt 11 Q—K 8 mate.

" BLACK.

WHITE.
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GAME No.
No. 63.
WHITE. BLACK.
P—K 4 1 P—Kg4
B—B 4 2 Kt—K B 3
P—Q 3 3P—Bs

. ..Black wants to ‘establish
a centre ;a proceedmg of questionable
value. On the whole, either 3..., Kt—
B 3, or 3..., B—B 4, asin the ordinary
Ginoco, is preferable.

Kt—K B3

For 4 Q—K 2 would give Black
pause in his 4..., P—Q 4. As it goes
if White checks at 6 (instead of re-
treating Bishop), the reply would be
6..., B—Q 2; and the advanced cen-
tre Pawns would be perfectly safe.

4 P—Qg4
PxP 5 PxP
B—Kt 3 6 Kt—B 3
Q—K 2 .7 B—=K Kt 5
Castles .

Or, better, 8 P—K R 3, which is
not so good after Castling.

8 B—Q B4
............... If 8..., P—K 5; 9 Px
P, PxP; 10 Q—K 3, the White

Knight would be in no danger, Black
would gain nothing by :0..., BxKt,
&c., and his King Pawn might be
easily lost.

B—Ktgs?
P—KR 3

The Bishop should retreat—or take
the Knight, which, by the way, he
should not have attacked, in view of
these most necessary alternatives. As
the affair actually stands, Black may
win a piece by 10..., Bx Kt, &c., but
he plays a nobler game.

1o P—-K R4

9 P-KR 3!

17
12
13

14
15

16

75

1,860.

King's Bishop’s Game (\x:on by Chas. Platt).

BLACK.
WHITE.

PxB 11 PxP

Ktx P 12 Kt—Q 5!

Q—Ksq

No use 13 B—R 4 ch, Black King
simply going to Bsq. If 13Q—K 3,
of course 13..., Kt—B 6 ch; and the
Queen would be lost for Bishop
and Knight —not so bad a bar-
gain, with a piece already in hand.
Besides, there is 13 Q—Q 2, a com-
paratively good move. But he wil//
dls‘;:over a check—and the tale is soon
tol

13 Kt—K 5!

..Excellent! If 14 Px

'Kt QxB “Black Queen would soon

reach the King Rook file, winning.

BxQ 14 Kt—Kt 6!
Kt—Kt 6 ch
If 15 P xKt, then 15...,

(or K 7) mate! And 15...,
mate, threatens.

Kt—B 6
R—R 8
O, those terrible

open files! An exciting and amusing
finish.

15 Kt—K 7 ch!
Qx Kt 16 Kt x Q mate.
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GAME No. 1,861.

No. 66. From Gambit (won by W. M. Mills):

WHITE. BLACK.

P—K B 4 1 P—K g4

Px?P 2 P—Q 3

PxP 3 BxP

Kt—K B3 4 Kt—KR3
....... «.eeeensAs a rule, the Knights

should be deployed towards the centre.
But here Black is going on to attack
the Ring Rook Pawn, and at the same
time wants to leave the line to R 5
open to his Queen. Compare No. 25,
note on Black’s 5th move.

P—Q 3 5 Kt—Kt 5
P—B 3! 6 B—Q 2
.................. If he were to take the

Rook Pawn, intending to afterwards
check at R 5 with Queen, regaining
the piece, he would make a mistake ;
e.g., 6..., KtxP: 7Q—R 4ch!, Kt
—B 3; 8 KtxKt, and Black cannot
check at R 5 to any good purpose !
There are many versions of this, but
White’s check with Queen on the one
side is a perfect set-off to his adver-
sary’s intended or actual check with
Queen on the other. On principle,
however, 6..., Kt—Q B 3 should be
preferred to this move ‘of the Bishop ;
for, except as precluding the check,
the Bishop is no better placed than it
was at home.

P—K Kt 3 7 Kt—Q B 3
B—Kt 2 8 Q Kt—K 4
Kt x Kt 9 Bx Kt
Castles 1o P—Q B 3
P—K 4 11 B—K 3
See Diagram.
............ Now we see that had Black

played 6..., Kt—Q B 3, he might have
spared one of the moves of this Bishop.
At least, that was the probability—a
more forward development in pre-
ferring the move of the Knight,

12

13

14
15

16

P—Q 4 12 KtxR P

.................. A tempting but really
unsound sacrifice ; a sort of thing not
always practically unwise.

K x Kt

For even here is a mistake of his
opponent, looking like a very natural
consequence. He should not take the
Knight now, but the Bishop, and all
would be well with him,

13 Q—R 5ch!
K—Ktsq 14 BxKt P!

R—B s
The Rook should go to B 3, to

interpose at Q 3. With this White’s
affairs become desperate.

15 Q—R 7 ch!
16 B—Q B 5ch!

............... 17 Resigns. For loss of
Queen and, of course, the game, is
inevitable.

BLACK.

WHITE.
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All communications respecting problems must be addressed to Mr.
B. G. Laws, 21, Nelson Road, Stroud Green, London, N.

IN ADVANCEMENT OF THE TWO-MOVER.

To THE PROBLEM EDITOR OF THE B.C.M.
SIR,

In seeking your kind permission for a few further remarks in reply
to your powerful article on the subject of my letter in the November issue of
your valuable journal, let me in the first place file a mild protest against the
impression which your remarks seem calculated to convey, viz., that those who
advocate complexity and mate elaboration in two-movers are necessarily
admirers of the use of the “ hammer and tacks,” and have a particular partiality
for the plan of *patching on tawdry tit-bits.” Now the one is by no means the
consequence of the other. As for my own works, with the exception, perhaps,
of some of the essays of the period of my novitiate, [ do not think that they
can be held up as very great sinners in this respect. At all .events, in your

- recent process of disection, as illustrated in the articles on “Fringe Variations,”
you did not honour any of my problems with a place on your vivisecting table.
In The Two-move Chess Problem you did indeed refer to certain “fringy”
characteristics of some of the pieces in a popular prize two-mover of mine.
But your remarks were made more in the nature of a hint, and if you had
noticed that the supposed ornamental pieces did yeoman service in the preven-
tion of “cooks,” you would doubtless not have ventured the suggestion.

Coming now to the more important considerations involved in your article,
let me say that, whilst it rigorously attacks the position at various points, it yet
leaves untouched the cruzx of the question. It is not that I am unable to enter
into the spirit which shapes your views, or that 1 cannot appreciate the special
merits of the type of two-mover which is after your own heart. My chief
ground of contention is that the principle of unity of idea, pure and economical
mates, together with fewness of pieces, is antagonistic to that comprehensive
complexity wherein alone we can hope for the attainment of reasonable originality
in these problems. You feel the force of the situation as regards purity. But
to my mind this does not go far enough. In the small compassof two-moves
there should be concentrated strategy fantastic, sparkling, surprising : something
that takes us for the moment out of the ordinary humdrum of chessic existence,
and regales us with a good breezy spell of it. In the attainment of this it is
sometimes necessary not only to forget for the nonce the charms of purity, but
also to look for strict unity through the wrong end of the telescope, and
to interpret with the utmost generosity the law of economy. From specimens
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which occur to one at the moment, I present, with your courtesy, the following
two positions. which are excellent representatives of the style to which I allude.
But they could be easily replaced by other compositions by these masters, or by

By T. TAVERNER. By P. F. BLAKE.
BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE,

Mate in two. Mate in two.

many another production by other British composers, not excluding an un-
simmered effort by B. G. Laws himself! The promulgation of principles of
construction which inspire the idea that such complex and tangled strategems
are things to be accorded only a cold “tolerance” ; that, on the other hand, in
such positions as the following the goal of perfection in two-move strategy is to
be reached, and that'these are the type which should be greeted with a warm
welcome, is, I maintain, opposed to the advancement of the two-mover. Not

By E. N. FRANKENSTEIN. By B. G. Laws.
BLACK. -BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE,

Mate in two. Mate in two.
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only would it take from us much that is most truly beautiful in chess, but it
warns the explorer off those very regions wherein lie possibilities of research
that will bring him the realisation of his aspirations, but it invites him to go
pegging out plots on oft-traversed and now almost barren fields, with results
that can only lead to that disappointment and annoyance which the unwitting
plagiarist must experience. He might, perchance, light upon some happy find,
hitherto overlooked, and adorn the problem world with such a bright little gem
as the latter of those just given; but the probabilities are all against him.
These are truisms.' And yet there are composers with views on this subject
even less liberal than your own. But they do not number among them com-
posers who have left their *“footprints on the sands of time” as bi-move
strategists. They ate those who watch the game , and point out what ought to
be done. They are in fact the “critics,” though I should scarcely like to class
them with those specimems of the genius made famous by Lord Beaconsfield.
There is a local negro proverb which aptly says : * Rocka stone a’ river bottom
no know dat sun hot.” The propounder of principles who looks on from his
snug retreat does not feel the “sun hot.” It is only the composer active in the
fray who can best appreciate the difficulties with which he has to contend. He
knows how hard it is to obtain anything of reasonable originality at all, and '
how greatly this is increased when the “sphere of influence” is restricted, and
he is compelled to move in a circumscribed circle.

When I addressed you my last communication I was, of course, quite
aware of the sentiments you had expressed in Z/%e Two-move Chess Problem,
from which admirable little volume you quote. My feeble protest was, however,
prompted by the growing impression that you were gradually narrowing these
views. It is gratifying to find that in this I have been mistaken ; and I do
believe that, as you say, on the main issues there is really little difference of
opinion between us, and that, the inevitable one of taste. As regards a dis-
position occasionally to offend against the strict ethics of constructions, I think
the extreme limit to which I would go is shown in that Heral/d problem. Given
such a position I would certainly add the White Rook and Black Queen : you
would not. Here we must agree to disagree.

I am, etc,,
A. F. MACKENZIE.
¢ Chetolah,” 21, Slipe Pen Road,
Kingston, Jamaica, 237d December, 1899,

MR. CUDMORE aAnND THE “HERALD” TOURNEY.

Since the above was written your December issue, with Mr. Cudmore’s

second letter, reached me. As this gentleman, whilst placing his case in its
“ proper prospective,” returns to the attack, questions the bona.fides of my ex- .
planation 7e the priority of the Herald problem, and charges me with “ word
twisting,” I am sure you will not deny me the privilege of appending here, in a
few brief words, the reply his statements demand.
"~ Mr. Cudmore fails to appreciate the point of precedence with the informa-
tion that the one problem was composed and dispatched so many mounths before
the other. He is not satisfied, and wants “better particulars” as to the date of
publication of the Herald problem. As this can havelittle or no bearing on
the present case, the design of the question will be apparent. I cannot satisfy
his curiosity as to the exact date ; but from a letter I hold from the chess editor
of the Herald, 1 am in a position to say that the problem was published early
in 1898, and therefore some months before that of the Houwse.

Mr. Cudmore starts a theory of his own as to what constitutes Black’s
strongest move in a two-mover, together with its relation to White’s best mate ;
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and, reversing the order of cause and effect, staggers us with a rather remark-
able and a decidedly Gilbertian proposition. It is to the effect that, no matter
what may be the character or merit of the mate per se, so long as it follows
Black’s strongest move (or what Mr. Cudmore takes to be such) it must, z4s0
Jacto, be White’s best mate ! Amusingly enough, he tries to link me on to this
reductio ad absurdum of his. He fabricates this fallacy from the fact that, when
writing of the chief mate in the Herald and House problems as that which
follows K x R, I referred to that move as Black’s strongest. But urges, Mr.
Cudmore, Kt x R is Black’s strongest move, not Kx R, as I said ; and since,
according to his whimsical view of the matter, that which answers the former is
to be held as \Vhite’s best mate, he demonstrates to his entire satisfaction that
I am wrong on my own showing as to what is the chief mate in the problems
* in question. He “grips” this latest *‘ discovery” with all the tenacity of the
drowning man catching at the straw. Now, it seems to me, something is to be
said in favour of the idea that, generally speaking, Black’s strongest move is
that which demands White’s best reply, the mainplay or leader ; ; and every
recognized authority would, without the slightest shadow of a doubt, pronounce
the best mate in both the House and in the revision by you, sir, of the Herald
problems to be that after K x R, even though, perched upon his fancy-formed
pinnacle of pre-eminence, Mr. Henry Cudmore delivers the decree that “as an
absolute matter of fact that move is at the lower end of the scale strategically ” !
There may be a difference of opinion as to which is the leader in the criginal
Herald problem ; but, juggle with the situation as he may in his effort to shift
the main question of *“leading mates” on to the side issue of “strongest move,”
he cannot get rid of the hard fact that K x R brings about at least oze of the
leading mates in the two problems ; that they are entirely and essentially
different in hoth cases ; and that in his anxiety to set forth a good case, Mr.
Cudmore made the false and misleading statement that they are identical. It is
here, I take.it, the charge of word-twisting comes in. In his letter in the July
issue of your journal, Mr. Cudmore wrote: “———— the key move, the threat,
and all the leading mates beiny identical in both cases.” (The italics are mine.)
How in the face of this Mr. Cudmore could have the effrontery to accuse me of
distorting his meaning is astonishing. But we must be charitable. According
to another negro proverb, “ When trouble ketch massa monkey breeches fit
him.” Mr. Cudmore’s antics only display him wriggling off the horns of that
dilemma on which he would have me impaled.

With regard to the shaft aimed in the remark that “it'is only the intentional
deceiver that would feel aggrieved,” let me say that the mere fact that Mr. Cud-
more discovered a resemblance between the problems and pointed it out would
not have ruffled my equanimity in the slightest. If I have been aggrieved at all
it is at the evident amimus which prompted his action, and at the imputation
breathed in every line of his ill-meant letter. As for his reference to my “im-
pertinences,” that gives me as much amusement as does the air of authority
with which Mr. Cudmore writes, as though there radiated from him the light of
a star of the first magnitude in the chess firmament, instead of that of an
undiscovered satellite. A.F.M.

“LEISURE HOUR’ PrOBLEM ToOURNEY.—In the newly established
chess column of the Zeisure Hour is announced an important Problem
Tournament. * Problems are to be direct mates in two moves and three
moves. Six guineas are to be awarded in prizes. In the three-move
section—first, two guineas ; 2nd, one guinea ; 3rd. half-a-guinea. Inthe two-
move section—rst, 30/-; 2nd, 15/-; and 3rd, 7/6. Each problem must be
accompanied by a nom de plume and sealed envelope containing name and
address of the composer. Problems must reach the Editor by March sth.
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Four-MOVE SoLuTION ToOURNEY.—We will announce the result of
this Competition next month. We would do so this month but space is
against us, and we wish to verify one or two points concerning the scores.

ALL-IN SoLuTION TOURNEY.—Score Table :

Ol January

1475
1478
1479

- O ~ (=) -
Score. ..';' .:\ ,_.‘; b.‘:’ o.":' Totals.
(See Jan.)
§¢ East Marden” ... ‘230 8— 4 4 4— 2 3 255
IA. C. White ... .. 54 4 -2 4 4 3 2 3 72
**C. S. Earle ... .. 129 4 4 3 2 3 145
**F, R. Gittins ... .. .. .. 62 ...
**Chas. Johnstone .. 362 8- 4 3 2 379
**W. H. Thompson ... 10§ 8 4 4 4 3 2 3 133
11¢¢ Beta ” e e . 139 ... 8 -2 4 4 3 2 3 161
++¢¢ Gibson > .. 462 .. 12 -2 — 4 3 2 3 484
*]. J. O’Hanlon ... ... 420 ... 8 4 3 2 437
1+V. H. Sladen ... ... 30 4 4 4 4 4 3 2 3 58
*]. D. Tucker .. .. 15§ -2 =2 4 3 2 3 163
*Capt. G. A. Forde e s 151 4 -2 3 2 — 158
*W. B. Muir Cance]led 4 A— 4 4 3 2 3 24
*R. M. Peake ... 456 8— 4 4 4 2 3 481
*<D.C.T.” - . %7 8— 4 4 4 3 2 3 115
H. D’O. bernnrd . 238 2 3 243
H. S. Brandreth . . 114 3 2 119
J. W. Dixon . o 444 . 3 2 3 .. 452
‘““W.C.D.” . .. 351 .. 4 4 3 2°'3 .. 367
J. Y. Fullerton ... cee 370 .. 4 — 3-2 3 .. 37
Rev. A. H.L. Hastling .. S . 90 ... 3 2 95
J. K. Macmeikan ... ... 197 3 2 3 -20§
H L. Stokes o 418 .. 3 2 423
R.J.W. e 245 ... 12 4 4 4 4 . 273
E. E. Weslbury 174 . 3 2 3 .. 182
“K. W.” e I35 .. : 3 2 3 .. 143
G. Woodcock . . 149 4 4 4 3 2 3 .. 169
* Previous winners. 1’ wacc winners. +t+ Winner three times.
** Winners four times, + Winner five times.

§ Winner six timcs.

Further solutions from Nikhil nath Maitra of problems by Mackenzie,

p. 521; Bell, p. 523; Maurice, p. 524; and Nos. 1480 and 1481. H. D'O.

Bernard of Nos. 1458 to 1565. We have restored this solver’s old scores

as follows : June, 1897, 38 points ; February, 1899 (under * Tweedledee ”),

172. Adding to this combined number (210) 28 points for the eight problems

Just acknowledged (one solution to each of Nos. 1458 to 146 5 inclusive)
brings his brought forward total as shown in table 238.

“Beta” has requested us to revive his old score, see August, 1899,
89 points, to this has to be added credit for the solutions we acknowledged
last month, which represents 5o points, making together 139, which is
recorded in this month’s table. “Beta” has also solved problems in the
December No. by Bell, Harrop, Maurice. Stubbs (1st problem), Rushby
(1st problem), Stubbs (Ist 3er), Hall, and P.G.L.F. The same unnumbered
problems also solved by J. D. Tucker All numbered problems solved by
Rev. A. H. L. Hastling. We find J. K. Macmeikan sent in two solutions
to No. r461, his score has accordingly been adjusted.
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Last month W. B. Muir should have been recorded as winner, not
“Gibson;” but the latter is to the front this month with his score of 484—
W. B. Muir’s score of 470 being cancelled.

Note, in the problem by !.. B. Schwann, printed at p. 35, the Black
Bishops should be Pawns. We repeat the position: White; K at Q sq, R
atQ s, Bat QB8 Ktsat KR 6and KKtsg. Psat K B2 and Q Kt .
Black, Kat K B 5, Ktat KR 5, Psat Q B 2 and Q Kt 3. Mate in 3.

* HAMPSTEAD AND HIGHGATE ExPRESS” PROBLEM ‘TOURNEY.—
The following two-movers have been awarded by the judges, Dr. Planck
and Mr. E. B. Swann, the five prizes offered for competition.

First prize. Second prize.
By R. H. BRIDGWATER. By A. C. CHALLENGER.
-BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE.
Mate in two. Mate in two.

Third prize, by Geo. J. Slater.—White: K at K 2, Q at K R sq, Bs
at Q Kt 4 and 7, Kt at Q 7, Ps at K Kt 3, 4, and Q Kt 3. Black: K at
Qs Bat KKt Ktsat K Kt 4and K B 6, Pat K 3. Mate in two.

Fourth prize, by C. Vincent Berry.—White: K at Q Kt 7; Q at K
Kt 4, Ktsat K Kt 5 and Q B 4, Ps at K 3, Q B 2, and Q Kt 2.
Black: K at Q 4, Bsat K B 8 and K 8, KtatQB6 Psat K B 7, Q 2,
and Q B 4. Mate in two.

Kifth prize, by H. Greenwell.—White: K at Q 7, Q at K Kt 8, Rs at
KB8and K7, Bsat Q B8and Q R sq, Ktat Q Kt 3, Psat K R 3, K
2,3, and Q B7. Black: Kat KB4, QatK R4, RatKR2 BatK
Rsq, Ktsat Q Kt 2andQ R 4, Psat KR 3, KB 3,and Q B 4. Mate
in two. There were seven problems honourably mentioned.

“ BriTiSH CHESS MAGAZINE ” PROBLEM TOURNEY.—We have pleasure
in submitting the following conditions for a Three-move Self-mate Problem
Tourney. Competitors are invited to send one, two, or three positions,

ST
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each bearing the stipulation of ““ White to play and compel Black to mate
in three moves.” . Each problem must perforce be original. Problems
which have been published previously to their appearance as Tourney
entries in our pages are not eligible. Each entry must have a distin-
guishing motto, and be accompanied by full solution, together with a
separate sealed envelope bearing the motto of the problem, enclosing
the name and address of the composer. Entries must be received
by us not later than May 31st, 1900, from European composers, and not
later than 3oth June, 1900, from composers residing in any other country.
Address: Problem Editor, British Chess Magazine, 21, Nelson Road,
Stroud Green, London, N. . .

. Fizjst Prize - - - £2 28, 0d.
~ Second Prize - - . - 21 11s. 6d.
Third Prize - - - £1 1s. 0d.

Fourth Prize “Chess, its poetry and prose,”
By Mr. A. F. Mackenzie, kindly presented by the author.

We have been fortunate in securing the services of Dr. Planck and
Mr. Geo. Hume to act as judges, since we feel that the problem public
will have thorough confidence in their judgment and wide experience.

We will commence the publication of the problems as soon as a
sufficient number come to hand to warrant our making a start, when we
will announce the conditions of our New Solving Competition.

Exchanges will oblige by being good enough to publish particulars
of this Competition.

SOLUTIONS AND CRITICISMS.

BLACK. Diamond Chess Puzzle, by R. J. Bland
(p- 522).—1 Kt—Kt 3ch, KxR; 2Q Px
B ch, K—R 5; 3Kt—B 5¢ch, K—R 4; 4 P—
Kt 4 mate. The position at this point is

-appended, and will be found to correspond

with the second diagram at p. 522. We

believe the Kt at B8 should be a White

King. It however makes no difference to

the solution except, if a Kt as given in

December, White has an alternative mating

move. Solved by J. W. Dixon.
Chess Charade, by H. Echsler.-—

Princess Alba is the White Queen’s Pawn
(the King’s Pawn would have been the
White Prince).

She had just been told that she might go for a
walk; consequently this implies that she
has not yet moved.

Through the pullic syuares ; i.c., the chess
board. ’

The King was at his confessional; i.e., the

Bishop’s square ; /s or /er refcrring throughout to the King’s or Queern’s pieces.

WHI'TE.
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Al the adjoining apartments were empty. This precludes the Knight from being at
first on K 2. '

The Queen’s courtiers ; i.e., Q B arfd Q Kt. .

The precincts of the palace; i.e., the first two rows. This limits the possible original
positions of the Bishop and Knightto Bon K R 2and Kton Q B 2. '

No sooner had she left the palace ; i.e., Pawn moves one square only—to.Q 3.

The entrance of his walck tower; i.e., the Bluck King was on the square in front of
the King’s (%4Z5) Castle—at K R 2—and consequently in the direct

Line of sight of the White Pawn at her Q 3.

Set out to capture her; i.e., K to K Kt 3.

The latter . . . Z.nprisoning King Sable's daughter ; i.e., the White Bishop, by moving
to Q 6 prevents the Black Queen’s Pawn (whose presence is thus indicated) from
moving. :

Knowing that her colour would protect her. White’s Black Bishop has of course no

“power over the Pawn on a White square.

A step viearer the pale Princess ; i.e., K to K B 4, straight towards her.

The cavalier rode out to check ; Kt to Q 4 ch. R

The Princess . . . daring him to advance. The Black King cannot of course move
into check, and is therefore driven outside the line of defence.

Without stirring . ... the continuous efforts. The ordinary rules are now abandoned,
or, if one likes to put it so. the position of the King (outside the line of defence) is
immaterial). The Black King may move consecutively without White moving.

The following are therefore the original position and the moves. White: K at K B sq,
Bat KR2. KtatQBz2, PatQ 2; Black: Kat KR 2, PatQ 2.

1 P—Q 3, K—Kt 3; 2B—-Q 6, K—B 4; 3 Kt—Q4. And now the King cannot break
through the line of defence marked on the diagram. The position shows the strength
of the combined Bishop and Knight, though neither guards the other directly.

FINAL PosITION.

ORIGINAL POSITION. The Black K .
- The Black King may be anywh tside the line.
BLACK. {4 74 J/BLAC{('U ere oulside the line.,

WHITE. WHITE.

J. K. Macmeikan has made an attempt at solving this puzzle, but he only gives final
and not the original position, nor of course the moves. His final position is: White,
KatQ B2, Bat K6, Kt at K 4, P at K 3; Black, Kat K R 5, P at K 2.. The author’s
‘‘key ” will explain why Mr. Macmeikan’s effort is incorrect. W. H. Thompson finds
the final position, but his original position is a little changed, but the moves are
correct.

By E. P. Bell (p. 523).—-1 Q—Q 2, &c. An easy problem to solve, as the Queen
is rather “‘ out of hunt” where she is. The economy is low, since although there are ten
mates, they are mostly common-place, and White has his full complement of pieces with
a stationary Black King. It is a pity the Q B and K Kt I’ have been introduced: they
appear to be present to stop cooks. Solved by R. M. Peake, East Marden, G. Wood-
cock, J. K. Macmeikan, H. S. Brandreth, J. W. Dixon.
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By N. Harrop (p. 523).—1 Kt—Kt 4, KxR; 2 R—Q 6 dis. ch, &c. If 1...,, K—
Bgs; 2P-K3, & If1., K-Kgors5; 2R—-K6 ch,&. If 1.,,PorRxP; 2
R x P or R dis. ch, &c. If 1..., P—Kt 3; 2 R—K 6 dis. ch, &c. A peculiar problem,
but not very pleasing. There are some strange points in the way dual continuations are
avoided. The key move is good, and the mate after 1..., KX R is a bit of a surprise.
Solved by R. M. Peake, East Marden, G. Woodcock, J. K. Macmeikan, J. W. Dixon.

By E. C. St. Maurice (p. 524).—1 R—K B sq, &c. A clever key move and some
interesting variety, regard being had to the unusual character of the liberty given to the
Black King. Solved by R. M. Peake, East Marden, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon.

By C. F. Stubbs (p. 524).—1 B—R 4, & A pure waiting key. The six mates are
somewhat curiously worked in, but there is a good 'deal of awkward packing of Pawns—-
this has been necessary to avoid duals and stop cooks. Solved by R. M. Peake, East
‘Marden, G. Woodccck, J. W. Dixon. :

By W. E. Perry (p. 524).—1 Q—R sq, &c. A good key, but there are features in
the construction which are unpleasant ; these are too patent to point out here. There
are duals but these are not very serious, seeing that the problem is of the threat class, still
they have to be reckoned in the account. Solved by R. M. Peake, East Marden, G.
Woodcock.

By C. F. Stubbs (p. 524).-The White Pawnmarked as beingat K Kt 4 should obviously
stand at K Kt 5 to prevent an immediate mate. The give and take key move is in this
case rather weak, since it is quickly seen the Black King cannot be mated in two moves
if it once gets to Q 5. There is a dual which should have been wiped out, but we think
it quite likely the author overlooked the intrusion of a second mate aftef 1..., Px P,
Solved by R. M. Peake, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon.

By G. Rushby (p. 525).-—1 Q—R 8, K—Q 3; 2 Q—Kt 8ch, &c. Ifr1..., K—B3;
2 Q—R 8 ch, &c. Mr. Shinkman, the judge, says of this problem :—*‘ Of the sound
problems I place this at the head of the list. It represents a clear-cut idea, exccedingly
pretty. The ¢echo’ mates at K 2 with the Knights, besides being pure are new to me.
The solution is not difficult, but its beauty and originality brings it easily higher than its
heavier and more pretentious rivals.” This is just the kind of problem which one would
expect would find favour in Mr. Shinkman’s eyes, but we gather the general opinion
which we share is that it is hardly deserving first place. Solved by R. M. Peake, East
Marden, G. Woodcock, J. K. Mackmeikan, H. S. Brandreth, J. W. Dixon.

By C. F, Stubbs (p. 525).—1 Q—R 3, KxKt; 2 Qx P ch, &. If 1...,- K—B 33
2QxPch, &. If 1..., others; 2 QxP (e7), &. Mr. Shinkman says of this:—
““The two-times sacrifice of the Queen is brought about rather artificially and inartistically.
Finish and economy might have been improved. We believe that by placing the R from
Kt 2 to Q 8, and a slight re-arrangement of the pieces, several of them might be dispensed
with.” Mr. \Vainwright reviews this position in an appreciative light in the Glode,
and we think his remarks will be read with interest:-—*I should award this first prize. Itis
uncommonly difficult, on account of the grand try of 1 R—Q 2, to which Black’s only
rejoinder is. Kt —Kt 6, &c. I marked this down as a second solution, and only gave it up
after a very exhaustive analysis. 1 Q—R 7 and 1 Q—R 8 are also capital tries. This
problem is unquestionably brilliant or. account of the double saciifice of Queen. The
mate of Bat Q 2 is as pure as a pearl. The qvriet rejoinder after 1 Q—R 3, K—R 3;
2 Q x P is a praiseworthy element, and the results of Black Kt’s moves are interesting
and free from duals. The position is somewhat crowded and ungainly on the right side
of the board, and the inactivity of White R detracts from economy of force, but otherwise
the problem well deserves the premier honours.” Solved by R. M. Peake, East Marden,
G. Woodcock, J. K. Macmeikan, J. W. Dixon.

By G. Rushby (p. 525).—1 B--Q 2, K—Q 5; 2 B—B 3 dbl. ch, &c. If I..., any
other ; 2 B—K 3 ch, &c. Mr. Shinkman :—*“ The key move looks good, but the terrible
check by discovery which is threatened reduces the number of tries to a minimum.
Economy is not a feature, and the construction might have been improved.” Solved by
R. M. Peake, East Marden, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon.

By G. Rushby (p. 525).—1 K—Bsq, K—K 4; 2Q—K 3 ch, &. Ifr.., P—Bgs;
2 P—Kt 7 dis. ch, &c. If 1..., others; 2 Q—K 2 ch, &c. Mr. Shinkman :—*Good
key move, but the resulting play is common-place, the only variation of interest occurring
when 1 P—B 5. This variation accounts for the Kt at R 2, its only purpose being to
guard Q B 3 in another variation, and a White P at Q Kt 2 would not do.” Solved by
R. M. Peake, East Marden, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon,
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By C. F. Stubbs (p. 525).—1 Kt—Q 8, K—Ktsq; 2 B—B 5, & Ifr1..., K—Bsq
orKt3; 2Q—K 7, &c. If 1..., others; 2 Q—Q 6 ch, &c. Mr. Shinkman :—**As
compared with some others of the present tourney problems, I would call it clever and
neat.” Solved by R. M. Peake, East Marden, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon. '

By H. Hall (p. 526).—Place Black King at K R 8, then 1 K—B sq, &c. The most
difficult problem of its class we have met. Although K R 8 seems a fairly comfortable
place to put the King, the method of finishing the conditions of the problem is by no
means obvious. Even as an ordinary 2-er it would be found puzzling on account of the
unusual kind of play which effects the mate ; but on the other hand there is very little
artistic merit, at the same time there is considerable ingenuity in the construction.
Solved by R. M. Peake, East Marden, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon.

By P.G.L.F. (p. 526).— Place Black King at K 6, then 1 Q—-Q Kt 8, &c. Very
much easier to solve than the foregoing, and the mates are decidedly more economical.
The pretty way duals are avoided is a decided point. Solved by R. M. Peake, East
Marden, G. Woodcock, J. W. Dixon. :

No. 1474 (*“ L’etoile du Nord ”)—Three solutions. Author’s: 1 B—Kt 7, Kx P;
2 Q—R 8, K—K 5 or B 6 [If 2..., any other; 3 Kt—Q 5cb, &c.]; 3 Q—R sq ch, &e.
If 1..., K—B6; 2 Q—R §, any; 3 Kt—Q 5or Q—R sq acc., &c. If 1..., Kt moves;
2BxKtch, RxB; 3QxRch, & If1..., any other; 2 Q—R 8, &c. First cook: 1
B—K 6, K—B 6; 2 Q—R 8, any; 3 Kt—Q 5 ch or Q—R sq acc., &c. If I1..., others;
2 B—Q 5 ch, &. Second cook: 1 BxPch, KxB; 2Q—K 3§, Kt—K 2; 3 QxKt,
&c. If1..., KxP; 2 Kt—Kt2ch, K-B6; 3 Kt—R 4ch, & If 1..., K—B6; 2
Q—R 8, any; 3 Q—R sq, &c. )

No. 1475 (** Epluribus unum ”).—No solution. The author’s intention of 1 B—B 3
is defeated by K—Q 4, 2 Kt—Q 4 dis. ch, Kt—B 5, and there is no mate in two more
moves. The other variations are 1..., B—Q 4 ch, K—B 8, B—B 3; 3 Kt—Q 4 dis.
ch, &c. If 1..., Kt—Kt 5, Bx Kt ch, &c. If I..., others; 2 Kt—Q 4 dis. <h, &c.

No. 1476 (‘* Wait a minute ”).—1 B-—Q 2, K—Q 4; 2Q—Q 8, K—K 5 or B 3 [If
2..., K—Bgsor K 3; 3 Q—K Kt 8 ch, &c. If 2..., others; 3 QxQ P ch, &c.]; 3 Q—
R 8ch, &c. If 1...,, P—Q 3; 2 P—R 6, P—B 50or P—Q 4 [If 2..., K—Q 4; 3QxP
ch, &c.]; 3 Ktx P ch, &c. Ifr..., P—R 3; 2 B—B 3, K—K 6 [If 2..., others; 3 Kt—
Q 2, &c.]¢ 3 Kt—K sq, Kt sq, or R 2, &c. If 1..., P—B 5 or P—Q4; 2 KtxPch,
&c. If 1..., PxP; 2Q—B 5ch, K—Q 4; 3QxP(d7)ch, &c.

No. 1477 (*“Echo”).—1 P—B 3, PxKt; 2 Q—Kt 8 ch, K—Q ; [If 1..., K—Q5;
2 Q—Q Kt 3, &c.]; 3Q—B 7, &c. If 1., B—Q 5; 2 Q—Kt 8 ch, KxKt [If 2...,
K—B 4; 3 Kt—Q 3 ch, &c.]; 3 Q—B 7, ‘&c. If 1..., KxKt; 2 B—Kt 7 ch, &c. If
I..., any other; 2 Q—Q B 4 ch, KxKt; 3 B—Kt 7 ch, &c.

No. 1478 (“ Fire away”).—1 R—Kt 2, Kx Kt (Q 5); 2 R—Kt 6, K—B 4 [If 2...,
any other; 3 Ktx P ch, &c.]; 3 B—Q4ch, &c. If 1..., KxKt (B5); 2 R—Kt6,
K-—Kt 3 or 4 [If 2..., any other: 3 Ktx P ch, &c.]; 3 Bx P, &c. If 1..., K—Q 2; 2
KtxB P ¢h,* K, Qsq[If 2..., K—K 3; 3 R—Kt 5,&c.); 3 R—QBg4ch, & If1...,
any other; 2 R—Kt 6 ch, K—Q 2; 3 R—R 8, &c. *Or 2 R—-Kt 6, followed by 3 R—
R 8, &c.

’ No. 1479, by P. H. Williams.—1 Kt—K 4, PxKt; 2 Q—K 2, &c. If 1..., K—
K 6; 2 Q—Q 2 ch, &c. A very pretty little problem, it is a pity there is not more of it.
The key is first class, and the mainplay clever, accompanied by a <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>